Lesson – 8 (Qtr. 1, 2016)                   February 20, 2016                          Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 8 Comrades in Arms 
Read for your study: - Luke 5:6-8, 11; Mark 3:14; Matt. 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; 9:33-37; Matt. 20:20-28.
Memory Text: - "And they said to one another, 'Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?'"(Luke 24:32, NKJV).
Introduction: - In spite of the great controversy that plagued this universe, we see that Jesus’ mission through His life and death was a blessing to all. But the ones who were chosen ones and very close to Jesus, where did they fit into this whole drama between good and evil? How did they conduct themselves midst this great controversy? What was their experience with Jesus in this controversy? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

The Call of Peter: - Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, and Bartholomew who was also called Nathaniel, were Jesus’ first followers (John 1:35-50). They were either disciples of John the Baptist and then followed Jesus or they must have heard about Jesus from others. Nevertheless, they were firm to follow Jesus. 

Among these followers, Peter stands out because he was just an ordinary fisherman, who wished to follow Him. He was proud and timid, and did not understand the true mission of Jesus. But in spite of these flaws in him, he learned to recognize his need for Jesus, the Christ. He learned to recognize Jesus the true Son of God (Luke 5:6-8).  
Did Peter have a prior knowledge about Jesus before He chose him?  Peter and some of his other friends had some knowledge about Jesus’ ministry. They had witnessed Him preaching in the Synagogue on the Sabbath (Luke 4:31, 32); casting out a demon; healing Peter’s mother – in – law from fever (Luke 4:38, 39); and also took care of the crowd who had followed Him. 

Despite their faults , why did Jesus choose Peter and the others to be His disciples? Jesus chose unlearned fishermen because they had not been schooled in the traditions and erroneous customs of their time. They were men of native ability, and they were humble and teachable,–men whom He could educate for His work. In the common walks of life there is many a man patiently treading the round of daily toil, unconscious that he possesses powers which, if called into action, would raise him to an equality with the world’s most honored men. The touch of a skillful hand is needed to arouse those dormant faculties. It was such men that Jesus called to be His colaborers; and He gave them the advantage of association with Himself. Never had the world’s great men such a teacher. When the disciples came forth from the Saviour’s training, they were no longer ignorant and uncultured. They had become like Him in mind and character, and men took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. [Acts 4:13]—Ellen G. White, Desire of Ages 250.1.
“With Him”: - Jesus chose the twelve disciples for a purpose. Mark 3:14 tells us that, “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach.” Jesus recognized that before they could become real representatives of God here on planet earth, they must spend a significant amount of time with Him. There have been many people down through the ages since that who have claimed to be faithful followers of Jesus but who, in fact, were not. There is, however, a large class who do not deal dishonestly, and who still profess to be followers of the dear Redeemer. They claim to be representatives of Christ, but, in character, they represent the worst and greatest enemy of our Lord.—Ellen G. White, RH, September 18, 1888 par. 13. 
The disciples saw Him physically, witnessed His ministry, and were willing to spend time with Him.  How are we to spend time with Jesus whom we have not seen or heard physically? 
Ellen G. White writes, “It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature that by beholding we become changed. The mind gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. It becomes assimilated to that which it is accustomed to love and reverence.—Ellen G. White, Great Controversy 555.1. 
Jesus’ Dominion over Nature: - Perhaps the most powerful and convincing act of Jesus was command over the Sea, Wind and the Waves. The disciples had spent their lives upon the lake, fishing and casting their nets. They had gone through storms many a times. But this time, they were caught midst a storm that asked for Jesus’ help. In their helplessness they shouted ‘Master, master!’ and the Sea, the Wind, and the Waves calmed down. And they could only whisper among themselves, “What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” - Ellen G. White, Desire of Ages 334.3-335.4. 
Was it just a coincident or who do you think caused the storm? Satan would have loved to wipe out Jesus and all of His chosen disciples. Reading through Job 1:18-19, we recognize that Satan is fully capable of causing storms. 
Ellen G. White tells us that, “Satan is even now seeking by disasters upon sea and land to seal the fate of as many as possible.—Ellen G. White, Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists 155.2; In Heavenly Places 348.4. 
Who is the Greatest and Divine Encounter with the Word: - As Jesus’ disciples viewed the glimpse of the Kingdom of Heaven; they viewed it to the future, relating it to be an earthly kingdom which Jesus will establish on David’s throne. 
Satan found it impossible to get Jesus to sin. From the time of His birth, Jesus was tempted by every temptation possible, but when Satan failed to get Jesus to sin, he tried to make the life of Jesus so difficult that Jesus would give up and go back to heaven. When Jesus was dead and buried, Satan and his followers were determined to keep the body of Jesus in the tomb. They failed to do that as well! But, the disciples were much easier targets. They seemed to be full of pride, doubt, stubbornness, self importance, even petty rivalries! They had a lot to learn; but then, so do we! 

Jesus did everything to persuade the disciples that His kingdom was not of this world. But pride filled their hearts and they looked for positions in the kingdom. Then Jesus, setting up a child before them and declaring him as a model for the kind of humility one must have to enter the kingdom of heaven. Finally, He taught them the greatest lesson on humility by washing His disciples’ feet. 
Satan did not stop there to disappoint Jesus’ followers. Jesus met two of His followers on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection. They seem to have lost hope as they discussed about Jesus and Israel’s redemption. Jesus joins their conversation and asks why they were sad? Cleopas, one of the strangers was amazed that the third stranger (Jesus) did not know about the things that had taken place. 
Speaking to them from the Scriptures and revealing them the truth about the Messiah, He then  reveals Himself to them, showing that He indeed had been raised from the dead; second, "He vanished from their sight"(Luke 24:31, NKJV). 
What do we learn from this lesson: 

· Jesus has many ways to manifest His will to us.
· He wants to equip us to handle the attacks of Satan and overcome this great controversy. 

How can we become comrades in arms with Jesus: 

· Listen to His call

· Walk daily with Him through His Word.

· Trust Him and in His power

· Study His Word daily and diligently

· Have a burning desire to know Him and do His will

Always remember that when we cling to Jesus, Satan cannot defeat us! 

God Bless You!!!
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