Lesson – 8                                    February 25, 2012                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 Creation Care
Read for your Study:  Rom. 1:25, 2 Pet. 3:10–14, Gen. 2:15, Neh. 13:16–19, Heb. 1:3, Psalm 100, Gen. 1:26–28.

Memory Text: “And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it" (Genesis 2:15).
Introduction: There always has been a growing emphasis within the Christian community who are interested in a care called “Creation Care”: applying biblical principles of stewardship to the environment we share with all living things. The word “creation” is even better than the word “environment” because it includes all that makes the earth a wonderful place, and it reminds us it’s all a gift, something special from the hands of the Creator. 

From a biblical perspective, “the environment” is God’s creation. Creation care does not just mean caring for “nature,” apart from humanity. It means caring for the entire creation: the environment and “all creatures great and small” including humanity. As those who confess Jesus Christ to be Savior and Lord, our relationship with all of creation must be in keeping with Christ’s relationship with all of creation. When we explore what the Bible says about creation, we interpret each text in light of our relationship to Christ and his relationship to all of creation. If the Bible teaches us that Christ has created the universe, gives it life and sustains it, and has reconciled everything to God, then our actions should participate in Christ’s creating, sustaining, and reconciling work. 
This week’s lesson is about the home that God made for us to live in. In Genesis 1:26-28, we are told that human beings were supposed to have dominion over all other creatures and to care for them even in the perfect environment of the Garden of Eden. As stewards of all God’s gifts, having an obligation to take care of the earth, how should then Christians relate to the environment? Let us dive into our study and learn!
Creating the Environment - The Creation account in Genesis 1:1, 2 teaches that the Creation was a very orderly, planned, and meticulously executed event. Genesis starts out saying that earth was “without form, and void.” The earth at that point was formless, void, and there was darkness. The phrase “without form and void” depicts an environment without shape, form, and light, and void of plant and animal life; in short, a nonlife-supporting globe. It is clear that there was no created life at this time on the earth. According to the texts, the Creator spent the first five days of Creation week preparing the environment for the human beings who were to follow. Throughout the Creation story, the phrase “God saw that it was good” is used repeatedly. Genesis 1:3-10 shows us part of this process in the recurrence of separation and division. God separates light from darkness, God separates the waters of the firmament, and God separates the land from water. After initial divisions have been completed, God then brings forth the first life on earth. 
God had a great master plan for the Creation. It called for many types of living things - things that would require constant support to survive. It is clear from the Creation story that God planned for many of His created beings to live on dry land and He also knew that these creatures would need oxygen in some form for sustaining life. We see this plan unfolded and realized on day two of Creation, when waters and the atmosphere were separated. The space between the waters above and below was thus prepared to receive the rest of the creation that was to follow. 
God at Work - Let us pause for a moment at the scene of the Creation of man and woman by the Creator God. First, He forms Adam from the ground; here is God, the Sculptor. Then, when all else is ready, He breathes His own breath into Adam’s waiting form. God the giver of life brings Adam to life. A marvelous picture of our God at work! Then, He becomes God the surgeon as He takes a rib from Adam and forms Eve to be the partner of Adam and the mother of the race. He then puts them into the place of beauty and wonder He had spent time preparing it. 
God provided the most healthful surroundings for Adam and Eve. The restful green foliage, the colour of flowers and fruit – all put together to make the ideal home for them. 

Question: In the Creation story, what do we find that points us toward the idea that, as human beings, we should be good stewards of the earth?

Psalm 24:1 states: “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” This is the principle upon which stewardship is based. Man is not the rightful owner of the world or of its assets. Since they belong to God and are his by right of creation, we are simply stewards of this earth and its resources. As stewards we shall be held accountable for our use of the earth. 

The Lord did not plan a life of idleness for our first parents. They were to work in the Garden and care for it. In Genesis 2:15 we read that they were “to dress it and keep it.” How interesting that Adam, even in this earthly paradise, with everything he could possibly need, was given the task of working in the garden. 
SDA BIBLE COMMENTARY on Genesis 2:15 “To dress and to keep it” Says, God, having prepared an abode for man, whom He had created, placed him in this garden home with the definite commission “to dress and to keep it.” This command teaches us that the perfection in which all creation came forth from God’s hands did not exclude the need of cultivation, that is, of human labor. Man had to use his physical and mental faculties to preserve the garden in the same perfect state in which he had received it. The fact that physical labor will be a delightful feature of life in the new earth (Isa. 65:21–23) indicates that work was not intended to be a curse.
We read in our Study Guide: God created this beautiful environment for the man; it was given to him as a gift. And yet, see how Adam was to relate to it. He was to work it and to keep it. The word translated “keep” comes from the Hebrew root, smr, which means “to watch” or :to preserve” or “to protect”  Thus , right from the start, even in the pre-Fall world, Adam was called to be a steward of the environment in which he was placed. God didn’t tell him to exploit it, to use it for his own selfish means, and to get out of it all that he could. Instead, he is told to work it and protect it. 
Kathryn Greene‐McCreight puts it beautifully in her book, “Restless Until We Rest in God”, p. 234-235, saying, “The Christian cannot speak of the “environment” or “environmental issues,’ for Creation cannot be reduced to the environment. If creation is loosed from the narrative framework of the Bible, we are left with absolutely no warrants to care for the created order. This is largely why we are in the “environmental” crisis in which we find ourselves. In public discourse, creation has in fact been loosed from the biblical narrative framework. The only warrant that the secular world gives us to care for the “environment” is a thinly veiled version of self-concern: our children will suffer unless we change our habits. Divorcing creation from redemption leaves us alone in the world with our own only companion. The message of ecologists is far more powerful when framed in terms of the biblical narrative: the waters we pollute and the land we poison were created by the One who made, reconciles, and redeems us.” 

Sabbath and the Environment:  How interesting to learn that amid all the work of creation, God was not quite done until He created the Sabbath day. What a contrast: all the work of creating the world, the animals, the Seas, the grass, and finally mankind; and then, one final act, the act of resting. God gave humanity the gift of the Sabbath long before there ever was a Jewish nation and people. 
Question: What has the Sabbath done to mankind ever since its creation? The Sabbath has provided us an opportunity to focus attention on the Creator, His love, and His care for His creatures in a way that would otherwise not easily be available to us. It helped set a limit to labour, even in a time when labour was relatively easy and productive. 
Jurgen Moltmann comments, “In the Sabbath stillness men and women no longer intervene in the environment through their labour.” After sin entered and work became much harder and tiring (Gen. 3:17-19), this limit on work and the call to remember the Creator became even more important! As a reminder of the Creation itself, it should help us focus on our responsibility to our created world and the environment in which we live. 
Changes in the Environment after Sin: With the entry if sin into the lives of Adam and Eve, they faced some hard consequences. First, as Ellen White wrote, the clothing of light that had covered them disappeared. The environment that had clothed them changed. The environment of the plant world changed. Thorns and thistles grew. The soil became hard and unyielding. And worst of all, death entered in to their environment. Suddenly, the wonderful and perfect environment changed to a new face, presenting to them new challenges which in due course of time only became worse. Humans meanwhile, began to exploit the earth, often for their own gain and glory. 
Exploitation, decay, loss of substance, and death have been present since generations so much so that we may take them for granted as part of the cycle of life. But it was not so in the beginning and is not in God’s plan. The pollution of air and water, the contamination of soil and the presence of new and fearful diseases have come because of the damage to the environment. 

Our Responsibility for the Environment: 

Question: What is our roles and responsibility as caretakers of God’s Creation or environment?

Not only the earth belongs to God, but it serves as His signature across the universe. The Psalmist writes, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands” (Psalm 19:1). He continues, writing that God’s creation “pours forth speech’ and “displays knowledge” vs. 2, making it clear that the creation exists fundamentally to reflect the Creator. We are told that before the fall, the garden had been enjoyable experience. But because - after Adam and Eve sinned – things changed for them. When they lost the garden they came under a curse, and God told Adam part of the curse was this: “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you and you will eat the plants of the field.” Genesis 3:17-18.  
In the same way that sin marred the image of God in humanity, it also marred His reflection in the creation. But Paul says, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen.” Romans 1:20. God’s characteristics of love, compassion, and forgiveness are still evident in the lives of His people. 
In Psalms 24:1 the Psalmist reminds us that “the earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” We need to begin by reminding ourselves of the Lordship of God over the earth. We are not free of responsibility to Him and His created works. Not only the earth is His but the people also—we and everyone else. We have responsibility to Him for other people, as well as the rest of the earthly Creation. We can conserve resources:
· Water. We can be thoughtful in using water. We can support efforts to provide clean water to those who do not have it. 
· We can follow the diet that the Lord has outlined for us. If more people were on a vegetarian diet, there would be more food to go around because it takes a lot more natural resources to sustain a meat-eating diet than it does a vegetarian one.

· Plant Care: We can care for the plants and trees that we have responsibility for. This will assist in maintaining clean air. 
· Low Emission: To whatever degree we can, we should seek to reduce the level of carbon emissions, which is increasingly becoming a world-wide concern due to the potentially dangerous impact to the environment caused by carbon emissions.

Appeal: By being good stewards of the earth, by seeking to take care of the environment, by not hoarding natural resources for ourselves, by being willing to share with others out of our own abundance (if we have it), we can improve the daily life of those who need our help. As Christians, as those who profess to follow the Lord Jesus, we are obligated to help those in need.
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