Lesson – 8                                          August 22, 2015                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 Cross – Cultural Missions 
Read for your study: - John 4:4-30; Matt. 8:5-13; Mark 5:1-20; Matt. 15:21-28;Luke 17:11-19; John 12:20-32.

Memory Text: - “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles”

Introduction: - The mission of God has always been to seek people of every race, nation, tribe, and language into His kingdom. Though He chose to work through a particular people of His calling – Israel in the Old Testament and the Disciples and His followers in the New Testament, the intent was that His people would become agents of His mission to all people. And this began with the call of Abraham and the Patriarchs (see Gen. 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).  

God's mission to the nations bursts forth in a new way through His new people, the church. The early church’s story is of crossing boundaries. The book of Acts narrates the movement of the gospel of Jesus beginning from Jerusalem to the utter most parts of the earth, as promised by Jesus in Acts 1:8. The Holy Spirit empowered the movement through the disciples as they were scattered by persecution and the gospel crossed the cultural boundaries. 
The encounter of Philip and the Ethiopian official on the road enabled the gospel to cross another boundary (Acts: 26 – 39). This official was a dark – skinned African, probably a gentile but a sincere seeker of the God of Israel, after his return from worshipping at the Jerusalem temple. The Holy Spirit prompted Philip to explain the Scriptures to him which he was reading at that time. The result was that for the first time in Acts, a gentile was brought to the faith in Jesus the Messiah, breaking all the racial, cultural, and geographical barriers. 
This lesson focuses on the challenges of reaching out with the gospel message to people who are not of our own culture or language. How did Jesus break these barriers to reach out to the gentiles? Let us dive into our study and learn!

The Samaritan Woman: - During Jesus’ time, ancient Israel was divided into three provinces: Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. Jesus grew up in Galilee, in the city of Nazareth, a Roman city where there was a significant non-Jewish influence. 
Galilee and Judea was separated by Samaria. The Samaritans were descendants of Jews who were mixed with other nationalities including people who were brought after the Assyrians conquered the nation of Israel in 723/722 B.C. 
In the story of the Samaritan woman, Jesus and His disciples were travelling through Samaria. It was a noon time and very hot. Disciples had gone to town to get some food while Jesus waited sitting at the well. When they returned, they saw Him talking to a Samaritan woman. 
What do you think must have gone through their mind about that experience? 

According to Jewish customs, Jesus should not have spoken to a foreigner and especially not to a woman who was not a member of His own family. The Samaritans were considered of low status. By asking her for a favor to give Him water, Jesus was able to open up a conversation that led to the evangelization of that town. Jesus knew that He would not get many more opportunities to witness at that place. Thus, miraculously He revealed to the woman that He knew about her past life and also told her that He was the Messiah. In doing so, He stepped outside the bounds of cultural and traditional barrier to reach others through her.  
The Samaritan woman knew about the history of her people who worshipped the God of Israel, but not in the same way as the Jews. Through this dialogue, Jesus broke that mind –set and brought her to the truth. 
What can we learn from this story about how Jesus witnessed to non-Jews? Do we find ourselves in similar situations in our mission fields? 

The Roman Army Officer: - Matthew 8: 5-13 narrates that Jesus often visited the city of Capernaum that He had adopted it as His hometown. Whenever He came to this city He stayed with Peter and his family. In that city there was a Roman officer, a centurion, commander of 100 men, who had come to have great respect for the Jewish religion. Despite the prominent hatred between Romans and Jews, this centurion had arranged for and paid for the building of a synagogue for the benefit of the Jews. 

Luke reports that the centurion went to the “elders of the Jews” (Luke 7:3 NIV) to ask them to bring Jesus. What do you suppose that centurion knew about Jesus? Was he aware of the many miracles that Jesus had performed? 
That centurion had a Jewish servant who was seriously ill. He needed the help of Jesus. But, he knew that a Jew was not supposed to enter a Gentile’s house. So, he requested the elders of the Jews to approach Jesus and ask for healing for his servant. 
The centurion understood and respected Jewish religious sensitivities. He knew that according to law a Jew was not allowed to enter a Gentile’s house; so, he requested that Jesus minister from a distance. 

The centurion was obviously a man of faith; his words to Jesus, “speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed,” (Matt. 8:8), were an incredible testimony to his belief in Jesus. Ellen G. White points out that the centurion “did not wait to see whether the Jews themselves would receive the One who claimed to be their Messiah. As the light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world (John 1:9) had shone upon him, he had, though afar off, discerned the glory of the Son of God.” —Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 317.

Jesus responded by saying He had not seen such faith, even in Israel. What cultural barriers were broken in that incident? 

What lesson do we learn from this story in order to reach out to others? 

Dealing with Demons: - The Scriptures contains eyewitness accounts of Jesus' encounters with God's chief adversary - the devil, as well as the angels he deceived (demons). Satan's very real presence is testified in the scriptures. 
To you Gentiles also, who were dead through your offences and sins, which were once habitual to you while you walked in the ways of this world and obeyed the Prince of the powers of the air, the spirits that are now at work in the hearts of the sons of disobedience - to you God has given Life. (Ephesians 2:1-2) 

During Jesus' ministry he ran into those 'bothered' by the demon world. Jesus had asked His disciples to take Him across the Sea of Galilee. As they reached the other shore, they were met by one–or two according to Matthew–demon-possessed man/men. Those men were apparently ready to attack Jesus and His disciples when Jesus rebuked and halted their progress. He cast the demons out of them and into a herd of pigs. The pigs rushed down the cliff and drowned in the Sea of Galilee. 
In another incident Christ was near the cities of Sidon and Tyre when a Canaanite woman was bothering the disciples for her demon – possessed daughter to be healed by Jesus (see Matthew 15:21-28). Jesus did not respond to the woman. 
Insisting for an answer, Jesus finally said he was to go to only the house of Israel - Israelites. This no doubt reinforced the attitude among the disciples that the woman was a pest. But persist she did.

She ultimately had to kneel before Jesus and beg for help. Christ still refused her. He then gave the unusual analogy of taking food from the dinner table and offering it to dogs. Her answer of humility was ultimately able to win her the healing she desired. 
Ellen G. White comments that “The Saviour is satisfied. He has tested her faith in Him. By His dealings with her, He has shown that she who has been regarded as an outcast from Israel is no longer an alien, but a child in God’s household. As a child it is her privilege to share in the Father’s gifts. Christ now grants her request, and finishes the lesson to the disciples.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 401. 

What was the lesson for the disciples and what is the lesson for us today? 
Ten Lepers: - Luke 17 narrates a story of the ten lepers who were healed. They had come along the borders of Nazareth and Samaria and were living there due to their “fellowship of the suffering.” When Jesus passed near the border, the lepers recognized who He was, called Him by name, and pleaded for healing. Jesus, recognizing what they would have to do to be accepted back into Jewish society, (See Leviticus 14:2.) told them to go to the priest to be checked. 
How did those lepers know about Jesus? Had they heard about other lepers He had healed? Apparently, there was a single Samaritan in the group of ten. And he was the only one who upon recognizing that he was being healed, returned to thank Jesus. What do you suppose that man did after he was healed? Do you think he witnessed around? 
How many things has God done for us for which we need to be thankful? Do we remember to thank Him each day for the blessings He has given us? 

Questions to think about Cross – Cultural Missions: -

· Can we do evangelism without knowing the language? 
· Can we do evangelism without understanding the culture? 
· Can we do evangelism from a position of power? 
· Can we do evangelism without words? 
Appeal: - It is important to recognize that Jesus had a much larger, broader, higher, and deeper purpose in mind as He went around ministering to foreigners besides the Jews. Though He said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel (Matt. 15:24 NIV), But He also said, “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to Me” (John 12: 31 – 33). His mission was to reach every one.   

God's mission to include in His kingdom people from every nation, tribe, and language will be wonderfully fulfilled (Rev 5:9-10; 7:9). Thus the church today as God's missionary people can confidently bear witness to Christ and advance His kingdom, near and far, crossing every cultural barrier. We cannot rest until the gospel has been preached in word and deed, and the church is planted among every people, in every locality and from every religious background! 
May God grant all of us that opportunity to be strong and faithful missionaries to every nation, tribe, tongue, and language! 

God Bless You!!!
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