Lesson – 8                                          August 24, 2013                                 Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 Discernment: The safeguard of Revival
Read for your Study: John 17:3; 1 John 2:3-6; Matt. 23:27-28; 2 Thess. 2:9-12; 1 Cor. 12:4-7.
Memory Text: “Consider how I love Your precepts; revive me, O LORD, according to Your loving kindness. The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever” (Psalm 119:159-160, NKJV). 
Introduction: It is true that miracles take place, but Christ's admonition is that we should have a healthy skepticism of miracles because miracles may produce deception. In both Jesus' instruction in the New Testament (Matthew 24:24; 7:22-23; Revelation 13:13-14) and in Moses' teaching in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 13:1-5), it is clear—that the miracle is not a demonstration of God's truth if it does not validate God's truth. 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 confirms that some of these false prophets will be able to do miracles, which Paul confirms in 2 Thessalonians 2, and John confirms in Revelation 11. What is in the New Testament is built upon what God has already shown in the Old Testament—that Satan's modus operandi will be carried through from one covenant to the other. 
The Bible warns us about some revival movements that Satan and his angels will generate. Ellen G. White wrote that those movements will take place even within the people of God. “New and strange things will continually arise to lead God’s people into false excitement, religious revivals, and curious developments” (E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 2, cp. 1, pg. 17)

We have to understand that such signs—the ability to do miracles—are not of themselves indications of authority from God. They must be combined with teaching that agrees with God's already revealed will. 
We also need to learn that miracles bring revival and reformation and how to determine what is true revival versus false revival. How do we learn to determine? How can we distinguish between true and false revivals?  To know, that we must have sound discernment through the Holy Spirit. This week’s lesson is on discernment. What is discernment? Let us dive into our study and learn!  
God’s Will and His Word: 
The purpose of revival and reformation among believers is to get to know God better. If the focus is on our own experience and understanding rather than commitment to obey God’s Word then we are missing the mark completely. God’s word leads us through the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that leads us into the Word (2 Timothy 3:15-16). The Word of God is the foundation and heart of all true revival, says the author. 

Question: What is the will of God in His Word? We have questions and face decisions all the time wondering about God’s will in them. The will of God is clear for us in the Scriptures. 
Believe and you are saved: For this is the will of God, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day." John 6:40
Bread of Life: Jesus said, ‘It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life’ John 6: 63 “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” Matt. 4:4 
Praise His Glory: He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved…In him, according to the purpose of Him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1: 5-12
Be obedient: …but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good will,…Ephesians 6:5-8
Pray Unceasingly: “Therefore encourage one another and build up one another…Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11-18 
Be Wise (discern): Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Eph. 5:15-17 
God’s Love and His Law: 
Question: What is the relationship between God’s Love and His Law? Our spiritual life and growth is all about knowing Jesus. The more we communicate with Him, the more personal experience we have with Him. Knowing God always leads to obedience, says the author. God’s law reveals His love. A deeper relationship with Christ leads to a greater desire to please Christ. Obedience is the fruit of love. The more we love Him, the more we will desire to obey Him. 
The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy reminds us that spiritual life is all about following Jesus and His Word. “The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely–because he is required to do so–will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey… The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right–because right doing is pleasing to God.—Christ’s Object Lessons 97,98 (1900) 

John 12:48 (NEB) "There is a judge for the man who rejects me and does not accept my words; the word that I spoke will be his judge on the last day." 

Heb 4:12 (NIV) The word of God is living and active... it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
1 John 4:7-8 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” In this passage John points out that knowing God leads us to obedience and to keep His commandments. All true obedience means to do what is right because we want to. 

Question: Can signs and wonders prove that we are Jesus’ faithful followers? 

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. (The Desire of Ages, p. 668)
Faithfulness is all about the commitment of the heart. All that matters is our daily experience with God. Signs and wonders can never take the place of authentic biblical faith, says the author. Nothing can substitute for surrendering to the will and the Word of God. 

Jesus said that when He comes again there will be those who will claim to have been mighty miracle workers but who never “knew” Him. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21 
Revival and the Fruits and Gifts: 
Question: What are the prime reasons that God gives the gifts of the Holy Spirit to His church? They have been imparted by the Holy Spirit to strengthen the spiritual life of the church and equip it for mission. Spiritual gifts are not an end in themselves. They have been given by God for the benefit of His church. 

Paul tells us that ‘there are different kinds of gifts but the same Spirit distributes them’ for different kinds of service and different kinds of working.’ 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

In Romans 12:6-8 he says, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us…
In Ephesians 4:11-12 he says, “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  This passage suggests that some of these gifts lead to true callings. 
 Any revival that is not interested in the fruit of the Spirit but is obsessed by having the gifts of the Spirit is dangerous. 
God promises to impart to us the characteristics of the Holy Spirit if we spend time with Jesus in prayer, Bible study, and witnessing. And He knows which gifts and which fruit are most appropriate and most needed in our lives. If we work on producing the fruit of the Spirit, God can be trusted to give us the correct gifts when He sees it is appropriate. 

Question: How can we receive these gifts of the Spirit? 

The challenge for each one of us is to spend enough time learning of Jesus so that our lives are transformed to become like Him. This will be our eternal goal. The apostle John tells us clearly in 1 John 3:1-3 that we can become like Jesus if we see Him as He is. That is what it means to really know Christ. Remember that the ultimate evidence of revival is a changed, obedient life.
Question: What does it mean to live a life of loving obedience? What kind of people will make up God’s final, remnant people? (Revelation 14:12) 
Let us remember that “Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of God will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God. In order to endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of God as revealed in His word; they can honor Him only as they have a right conception of His character, government, and purposes, and act in accordance with them. None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God’s immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?” (The Great Controversy, p. 593.2) 
God Bless You!!!
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