Lesson – 8                                            May 26, 2012                             Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 8 Equipping for Evangelism and Witnessing
Read for your study: Matt. 4:19, 11:1–11, 10:1–14, 1 Pet. 5:8, 2 Pet. 3:9.
Memory Text: “Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men’ (Matthew 4:19, NKJV).

Introduction: 
Michael Green has said, “One of the most important methods of spreading the gospel in antiquity was by the use of homes.” (Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church, p. 223) 
The home in the New Testament was the center of spiritual activity. Even a casual reading of the New Testament reveals that the home was a haven for prayer, healing, Biblical teaching, breaking of bread, hospitality, ministry to the sick, and happy, genuine relationships. In short, it was a place to display the truth, justice, mercy, and goodness of God. It is clear from Scripture that the home was designed by God to be a place of ministry fueled by the compassion of Christ for broken and lost people. In the Gospels, we constantly see Jesus ministering in homes. On one particular occasion, the hunger for the ministry of Jesus in a home was so much sought that some men tore off the roof to lower their friend so that he could be near Jesus. Jesus had compassion on him and healed him on the spot. 

Contrast this with ministry in the modern church. For the most part, “ministry” has been transported to the church building where programs are run by paid staff. The assumption of most pastors and pastoral staff members (and the faithful church members) is that it is not “ministry” unless it happens inside the church building. This forces church people out of their homes and into the church buildings creating an attitude in the mind of the average church member which goes like this: “Church ministry happens (in the church building), not (in my home).” 
In the churches today, there are many different patterns having to do with equipping us for delivering the Word of God. Historically there were groups which were founded upon the thought that all need to be equipped for this work; and many started with this thought, but gradually abandoned it, and today find it very difficult to encourage anyone to do so. And this spectrum exists within individual churches, and individual groups of churches. There are even churches within the most restrictive groups of all, who defy their human hierarchy and try to help everyone that they meet to enter the Kingdom of God. 
So, what is the best course for us to follow? What do we do, what do we say? What should we want the ability to do, and how should we want each other to be equipped? 
The author brings out a key thought in this week’s lesson on equipping for evangelism and witnessing saying, “Whatever the important proper training, we must first be grounded in our relationship with Jesus before we can be “properly equipped” to effectively witness for our faith.” Let us dive into our study with this thought to learn more! 

The Need for Training: 
In Acts 26:15-18 there is a narrative of Jesus appearing to Paul (then Saul) giving him command to go and ‘witness of what you have seen and will see of Me.’ Jesus also told him the reason of sending him to them. He said, ‘I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ And in Matthew 9:37 Jesus told the disciples that the harvest was plentiful but the laborers few. So, for this reason there is a great need to send out harvest workers who are thoroughly trained and equipped. 
Jesus himself trained the disciples to be fishers of men because He wants the whole world to be saved. The disciples were asked to leave everything and follow Jesus. Are we being asked to do that? He wants every worker to have a strong conviction that it is God’s will that the God-given work of the church is to reach out to a lost world, and that His church in the world will grow. He wants to save every one of us. Those who witness effectively must learn to show His love and His concern for them. You must relate in love and compassion.
The best course of all is to love our neighbors, our neighbors being defined as whoever we happen to be near at any given moment. Let it be known that it is the Lord who reveals essential truths, not human powers of reading or detective-work. What is plain text to some is flat-out mystery and uncertainty to others, because the necessary acts of God have not been given to them yet.
Question: What does it mean, in this context, to love our neighbors? Perhaps we can be very simple, yet very flexible. Sometimes we will meet people who cannot, in good conscience, accept many kinds of input from whoever we are, whatever we appear to be. At such a time it is good for us to know many different kinds of people, and to give those phone numbers out. And sometimes we will meet people who simply want someone, anyone, to agree with simple yet startling truths to which no one in their presence has yet been able; we should simply agree then, and encourage further conversation, knowing that, in truth, the Lord is often very startling.

Let us do as the Lord has said. He has said even that we are to make friends using the stuff of their unrighteousness, in order to improve their future and ours; we have this in Luke 16:9. 
Learning by Observing: Learning is an ongoing experience in a Christian life. First we learn to know Jesus; then we learn to know how to share Him and what He offers to the fallen world says the author. 
Matthew 14:13-21 tells us the experience of Jesus and His disciples. He had sent the disciples out to travel through Galilee to practice their skills. When they returned, they were tired, and they were excited about what had happened. They wanted some private time with Jesus to discuss their experiences. Jesus called them down to the water, and they took a boat across a corner of the Sea of Galilee to find a quiet place by themselves. But, it was the time of year when people normally gathered in large groups to travel to Jerusalem for the Passover. When they saw Jesus they ran and mobbed around. Patiently, Jesus healed and taught. This went on for the rest of the day until evening was approaching. The disciples asked Jesus to send them away so they can get some food and rest. But Jesus had a different plan.
He asked His disciples what food was available among the crowds. Andrew found a small boy with five small loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus prayed over the food asking His Father to bless and multiply and then asked the disciples to distribute among the people. It was a great experience for the disciples to see the entire crown feed with just two fishes and few loaves of bread. The disciples had learnt a great lesson by observing this miracle being performed before their eyes. They had learnt by observing that no one but God could perform such a miracle. 
Question: Why do you think Jesus performed this miracle? Was it to prove that He was the Messiah–even the divine Son of God? Was it to prove that He had complete control over the natural world? Is feeding the hungry one way in which we can open the door for evangelism? 

We may think that we have no means to spread the gospel. But, the command of Jesus to go into all the world and preach the gospel is a promise that He will be with us and show the way. Believing, trusting, receiving, and imparting are the steps we need to practice in spreading the gospel. In every endeavor that we undertake, first of all, we should turn to heaven to ask for guidance, blessing, and assistance. 

Learning By Doing: Jesus had taught His disciples lessons amidst nature and open fields where they learnt by observing what He did. Every day He was with them, showing and teaching them what they needed to know before He left them. Then He equipped them with power to heal the sick, raise the dead, and cast out demons (Matt. 10:8, ‘heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.”  But, He also gave them other instructions. He told them that if they entered a village and they were not welcomed, they were to shake the dust off their feet and go somewhere else. 
Question: How will we approach and react if we were in a similar situation today? Will we shake off our feet and move somewhere else? In order to witness to the world, we must go to where the world is. We must engage them, talk with them, and become their friends. Paul seems to have understood this concept very well. Thus he said, ‘to a Jew I became a Jew; to a Roman I became a Roman…’ The disciples were encouraged even to stay in the homes of the people. But, we need to be realistic and honest to ourselves too. We must not forget that we will face hardships and encounter difficulties as we attempt to spread the gospel. This is what the disciples faced and the Lord had prepared them for it. 
Learning Through Failure: As we go out to do the Lord’s work, there is another power that will attempt to oppose you and lead you to frustration and disappointment. The devil will try to discredit your every attempt and testimony. Peter tell us plainly in 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.’ 
Most people are perceptive enough to recognize that becoming a Christian and doing God’s work will not solve all their problems without much opposition and hard work. But a faithful Christian, a soldier of Christ also recognizes that there is a Higher Power, the Holy Spirit that will lead them to success and that he needs to take it to the Lord. All our witnessing and evangelism situations must be brought before the Lord. Remember that when God has a group of sealed saints, the Devil’s days are numbered, and he knows it. (Revelation 7:1-3)
Question: Was there any situation that discouraged you to join in any witnessing program? How did you overcome it? What was your approach in handling such situation? 
Learning through Success: As someone said, ‘Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Many times when success gets into the head, both the position and the power is abused. The Bible consistently teaches that an office is not a place from which to exercise power, but a position from which to exercise service. The authority is certainly there, since God gives it. He always gives the authority to go with the office, but having it means that the elder or deacon must also have the right perspective on how to use the office God has given him. The office is given, not earned. 
If God places us within an office in the church—as an elder or a deacon—it must be looked upon as a blessing that is a responsibility, not a reward! It is given for God's purposes. Paul even had his office as apostle because it was given to him. And he used them to lay the foundation.

The important thing is that each one of us must use our gifts to build. Paul says, "Be careful how you build." The foundation that was laid is Jesus Christ. When we begin to expand on it, it consists of the apostles and the prophets as well—the things that they wrote and the examples that they set. Everybody is to build on the same foundation! God gives everybody the gifts to enable them to do so.
God does not want to lose even a single person. God loves everyone. We are all His children. And as we have success in spreading the gospel–whether it is watering the ground, preparing the soil, adding fertilizer, planting the seed, or harvesting–we can learn through our successes. “Every church should be a training school for Christian workers.”–Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, page 149. 
Question: Is your church a training school for evangelism? We can succeed because it is not our work–it is God’s work; He will defeat the Devil if we work with Him according to His plans. So, what are the steps in organizing a church evangelistic program? In general, there are four steps that we must go through: 1) instruction, 2) observation, 3) participation, and 4) cooperation. We must be instructed on how to work with Christ. More than that, we need to observe how to witness not only by studying our Bibles but also ideally by watching someone else do it successfully. Then, we ourselves must actually participate in an evangelistic program. Finally, we must work cooperatively with others to carry out more evangelistic programs.

When one program is finished, we need to have an official time to sit down and evaluate what went well and what did not. Do we need additional training in certain areas? Ask God! 
God Bless You!!!
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