Lesson – 8                                        November 19, 2011                      Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 From Slaves to Heirs
Read for your study: Gal. 3:26–4:20; Rom. 6:1–11; Heb. 2:14–18; 4:14, 15; Rom. 9:4, 5.

Memory Text: “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God” (Galatians 4

HYPERLINK "http://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2:2":7, ESV). 

Introduction: From a couple of weeks we have been studying how Paul has been defending the essential message and application of the gospel against a group called the Judaizers - a group of very conservative so-called “Christians” who had come into the church after Paul had left and contradicted his teaching. They were taking what Paul said, and twisted it. In fact, he called their gospel, no gospel at all. For they were teaching a form of legalism that equates works with faith.
The people in Galatia were told that the way to be right with God was to believe in Jesus and follow the right set of rules. They were bewitched into thinking that you start the Christian life by faith, but you complete yourself by works. Paul considered this impossible and ridiculous. His conclusion was that this nullified grace and dishonored Christ. This is the background for the text we are studying today.
In this text we are discovering how God puts us in relationship with Him. The Judaizers agreed that the relationship began through Christ’s work on the cross, but it was also absolutely dependent on what we do. So they were requiring circumcision and the dietary laws that the Jews practiced. But, as Paul points out, this was a misreading of the purpose of the law. The law’s purpose was to show our sin, not prevent it. 

Paul has good news for us in all of this. Our situation is not hopeless because we are in Christ. Paul was determined to break down any barriers that might remain between Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female. When we join ourselves to Christ through baptism, we are to become a part of the body of Christ; every human being is eligible. There are no distinctions remaining. 
Let us dive into our study with this thought!

Our Condition in Christ  (Gal. 3:26–29)

The Jewish males felt superior and were not the only ones that had such attitudes. The Greek males also felt quite superior. Much of the Greek tradition could be summarized in the thanksgiving variously attributed to Thales, Socrates, and Plato that “I was born a human being and not a beast, next, a man and not a woman, thirdly, a Greek and not a barbarian” (Diog. Laert 1.33; Lactant. Div. Inst. 3.19).
Romans 8:17, “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” We are heirs of God the Father, and we are co-heirs with Jesus Christ, the Son. 

In Galatians 3:26-4:7, three characteristics show how we are God’s children. 

“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
In Galatians 3:29, Paul lists two results of being "Christ's." First, we become "Abraham's seed." Second, we become "heirs according to the promise." In Romans 4:13, Paul makes plain that this second consequence of being Christ's also pivots around faith: "For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith." 
The Chinese Christian Watchmen Nee put it like this when asked about it by a new convert who was discouraged: “No matter how much I pray, no matter how hard I try, I simply cannot seem to be faithful to my Lord. I think I’m losing my salvation.’ Nee said, ‘Do you see this dog here? He is my dog. He is house-trained; he never makes a mess; he is obedient; he is a pure delight to me. Out in the kitchen I have a, a baby son. He makes a mess, he throws his food around, he fouls his clothes, and he is a total mess. But who is going to inherit my kingdom? Not my dog; my son is my heir. You are Jesus Christ’s heir because it is for you that He died.’”—Lou Nicholes, Hebrews: Patterns for Living (Longwood, Fla.: Xulon Press, 2004), p. 31. Quoted in Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for Sabbath, November 12. 
Question: What will we be heirs of? What will we inherit?
· The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs––heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. (Romans 8:16-17)

· That having been justified by His grace, we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

· Are not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:14)

Again, being heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, what exactly is the inheritance? What is promised to us? The apostle James makes it clear: "Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?" (James 2:5). As well as being an indescribable inheritance, God's Kingdom is also a firm promise to us from God. He does not break His promises! 
Question: Why did Paul use the word sons instead of children?

In biblical times, the sons were the ones who received the inheritance. Daughters were expected to marry and become a part of a different family. Furthermore, the children of Israel came to be known as the “sons of God.” Paul wanted to be clear in stating that Gentile sinners could also be a part of that family – children of Abraham. (Galatians 3:29)
We may be sinners; we may do all sorts of bad things. But, if we claim to be Christians, God is ready to accept us as His children and heirs. 

Enslaved to Elementary Principles – Read Galatians 4:1-3 

Question: What is implied by “the elemental things of the world” or “the ruling spirits of the universe” in Galatians 4:3? 
Having just compared our relationship to God with that of sons and heirs, Paul now elaborates on this metaphor by including the theme of inheritance in Galatians 4:1–3. 
Paul used this expression in Colossians 2:15 and Hebrews 5:12 also. It seems likely that he was talking about the “elementary steps in the Christian life.” In verses 1-5, Paul draws an analogy in which he likens the Jew to a child who is waiting to come into an inheritance and the Gentile to a slave in the same household. He explains how, before the coming of Christ, the spiritual state of the Jew was no different from the Gentile because neither had had their sins forgiven nor had they received God’s Spirit. Prior to the coming of Christ, both Jews and Gentiles were "in bondage under the elements of the world" (verse 3).

The word "elements" is the Greek stoicheion, which means any first thing or principal. "In bondage under the elements of the world" refers to the fact that the unconverted mind is subject to the influence of Satan and his demons, the rulers of this world and the authors of all idolatrous worship. Satan and his demons are the origin, the underlying cause, of the evil ways of this world, and all unconverted humans are under their sway. "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God nor indeed can be" (Romans 8:7). Paul is saying that both Jews and Gentiles had been in bondage to sin and Satan.
“God Sent Forth His Son” (Gal. 4:4)
Question: What is the meaning of “the fullness of time”? It means that it happened at just the right moment. There could be number of other suggested reasons to answer this question. 

· Rome ruled the world, and there was relative peace (the Pax Romana).
· There was a common language as well as relatively easy communication and transportation. For the first time since Babel there was a relatively universal trade language–Greek. 
· There was a common culture which made it easy to spread the gospel.
· The Pharisees had come to dominate the culture in Palestine. They seemed to be the super-religious people. But, it was those same Pharisees who were most determined to get rid of Christ. They were people who seemed to dedicate their whole lives to serving God, and they ended up crucifying the very God they claimed to be serving! The Pharisees were no better than the pagans! 

Question: Why was it necessary for Jesus to become fully human, to be born to a human mother, and to live a life of an ordinary human being? 
Many answers have been given to this question. (John 1:14; Galatians 4:4,5; Romans 8:3,4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 2:14 18; 4:14,15) These verses suggest that Jesus needed to live a perfect yet fully human life in order to show and teach us that it can be done. He demonstrated His glory, the righteousness of God, and the attitude of a servant. By His death He destroyed the Devil, and He dealt with sin–even “doing away with sin.” He came to show us what a Christian life is really like–to be our Example. The coming of Jesus into human history was no accident. “God sent forth His Son.” In other words, God took the initiative in our salvation, says the author. 

The Privileges of Adoption (Gal. 4:5–7)
As Christians, we want the Scriptures to inform everything we do. The Bible provides both specific examples and general truths relating to adoption. 
Adoption in strict terms is a legal process. But it is important to see that adoption is more than a legal contract--it is a relationship of promise. In fact, this distinction can be made of all family relationships. The relationship between God and his people is always covenantal and never contractual, and God intends that family relationships mirror his covenant relationship with us. The adoption process goes through the courts and is made legal, but as in all parent/child relationships it becomes much more than that. Law and promise are different in principle, the one pivoting on recompense for conduct, the other on acceptance of an unconditional gift. 

John Calvin wrote of God's example for us in forming families by covenant: The Lord, who adopted his people, promised that he would be their God. The chief part of the word [covenant] consists of promises, by which he adopts and receives us as his own people.
Authors Ray Anderson and Dennis Guernsey wrote about the connection between covenants and families, saying: Covenant or commitment is something you give to another that cannot be taken away once it is given.... This irrevocable deposit of affect we theologically call covenant and sociologically call commitment is the linchpin for a theology of the family. 
In the time that Paul was using the adoption analogy in his writings, his likening of the Christian faith to "adoption as sons" made sense to his contemporaries. Christians were adopted into God's family; a privilege originally bestowed exclusively on Israel but through Christ made available to all through faith in him. Interestingly, according to a Roman-Syrian law book, a man might be able to disown his biological son if he had good reason, but he could never disown his adopted son. The adoption analogy used by Paul was a strong one indeed. 

A true understanding of adoption gives us an overwhelming sense of permanence; God's permanent relationship to his children, and the permanent relationship of adopted children in their families. 

Paul teaches that the gift of justification brings with it the status of son ship by adoption. Adoption is the crowning blessing and belongs to all who receive Christ. The adopted status of believers means that in and through Christ God loves them as he loves his only-begotten Son. 
Adoption was a well-known legal procedure in the Greco-Roman world. Several Roman emperors during Paul’s life used adoption as the means of choosing a successor when they had no legal heir. Adoption guaranteed a number of privileges according to Derek R. Moore-Crispin, “Galatians 4:1–9: The Use and Abuse of Parallels,” The Evangelical Quarterly, vol. LXI/No. 3 (1989), p. 216. 
· The adopted son becomes the true son . . . of his adopter. 
· The adopter agrees to bring up the child properly and to provide the necessities of food and clothing. 
· The adopter cannot repudiate his adopted son. 
· The child cannot be reduced to slavery. 
· The child’s natural parents have no right to reclaim him. 
· The adoption establishes the right to inherit.” 
If these rights are guaranteed on an earthly level, just imagine how much greater are the privileges we have as the adopted children of God! Adoption is a scriptural metaphor that emphasizes the permanence of our relationship with God, the rights we have as his children and his redemption of us. 
Ellen White writes, “Those who perish will perish because they refuse to be adopted as children of God through Christ Jesus. The pride of man hinders him from accepting the provisions of salvation. But human merit will not admit a soul into the presence of God. That which will make a man acceptable to God is the imparted grace of Christ through faith in his name. No dependence can be placed in works or in happy flights of feelings as evidence that men are chosen of God; for the elect are chosen through Christ.”—Ellen G. White, “Chosen in Christ,” Signs of the Times, January 2, 1893. 
We have freedom in Christ because we have been adopted by God as His children. Ephesians 1:5 says, "He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself." Jesus Said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you… Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” He meant us to love unconditionally, to forgive unreservedly, to serve unselfishly – what a challenge!
The Bible says, “No one has seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” This Spirit of forgiving testifies that we are God’s children. Now, if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heir with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

God Bless You!!!
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