Lesson – 8                                           February 23, 2013                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 Jesus, provider and Sustainer
Read for your study: Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:16, 17; Job 42; Matt. 5:45; Matt. 6:25-34; Matt. 10:28.
Memory Text: “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19, NIV).
Introduction: So far through the beginning chapters of Genesis account we have learnt God of the Creation had made all things that Adam would need before he was created. God provided everything that man would need. He had fruits for his food and the entire environment at his disposal. Even after Adam and Eve sinned, God made a provision to cover their nakedness. 
Genesis 22:7- 8 gives us an account of Abraham and Isaac going on a journey to worship and offer sacrifice to the Lord. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And God did provide the Lamb. Verse 14 So Abraham called that place Jehovahjireh - The Lord Will Provide. Jehovah Jireh - God our Provider! He has always provided, and always will.
Yes, throughout the Scriptures God is constantly involved with the care and keeping of all that He has created. (Philippians 4:19, 20) Is that true with Jesus as well? Let us dive into our study and learn!
The Sustainer: In Colossians 1:16 Paul portrays Jesus as Creator. He states that “by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities”.  The Apostle Paul wanted to make sure there was no confusion about Jesus’ place in creation. He wanted to make it very clear to the Colossians that Jesus was creator and not creation. 
Further in verse 17 Paul goes on to emphasize Jesus’ intimate relationship with his creation. The text states that “in him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). Jesus didn’t simply create the heavens and the earth to only walk away. Instead, Jesus sustains creation. Wright comments on Col. 1:17 saying, “The world is now sustained and upheld by Christ…The verb, again, is in the perfect, indicating that ‘everything’ has held together in him and continues to do so. Through him the world is sustained, prevented from falling into chaos. No creature is autonomous. All are God’s servants (Ps. 119:91) and dependents (Ps. 104).” (Wright, Colossians and Philemon, p.73) 
Hebrews 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.”
Jesus’ act of sustaining is also focused on the Christians in Colossae. Paul states that “when Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). It is only the life that is lived in Christ that ultimately leads to glory with him. Jesus is their savior and sustainer.  The author tells us that we are dependent on God’s sustaining power, moment by moment, day by day. 

The Generous Provider:  God not only created the living creatures including us but also He sustains us by providing the food, the nourishment, and everything needed for our continued growth and existence. There was plenty for everyone in the Garden of Eden. (Genesis 1:29, 30) Animals were supposed to eat plants while human beings were to eat grains, nuts, and fruits for food. 
Question: How was Jesus a generous provider? Our very lives are totally dependent upon God’s constant activity. (Job 12:10; Daniel 5:23; Acts 17:25, 28) God did not create our world or the universe and then leave it to its own fate. We do not have any existence apart from God. We are dependent continuously on His divine power. We were created for and by Him, and He is the One who sustains our lives. (1 Corinthians 8:6) 
John 2:11 tells us something of Jesus creative effort and generosity. His first miracle of turning water into wine shows generous provision to all. 
In the early part of John chapter 6, Jesus feeds the 5000 people. He provided them with physical sustenance with bread and fish. He also provided them spiritual sustenance with His teachings saying, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 6:35.  What a contrast to the concept of the evolutionary theory of the survival of the fittest.

God the Son still sustains us continually. Though we are far removed from the original Creation by sin, nothing has been withheld from us. Powerful evidence of God’s love still exists. 

“Nature is a power, but the God of nature is unlimited in power. His works interpret his character. Those who judge him from his handiworks, and not from the suppositions of great men, will see his presence in everything.” – Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1884. 
Look at nature; in what ways do we see “his presence in everything”?  
Natural Evil: The passage in Genesis 6:5 reads, “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.”  Evil had grown so much since Adam was cast out of the Garden of Eden that it grieved God’s heart. 
It never occurred to God that humans could become so wretched that every imagination, every thought that came to mind was only evil continually. The Bible pictures a society of unrestrained sin of every kind. What would it be like to live in a human society in which there was no set standard or rules by which its members were expected to conduct their affairs? Life would be pretty risky. God was so saddened by this state of affairs that He felt that the only thing He could do was to wipe it out and start over again “but Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” Question: How are we to understand these things if God is in control? We are in a similar situation just as Job was in Chapter 42. We have no answer but only questions to ask God why these things are happening! 

God did not provide any answer to Job for his questions but just reminded him that there were some things; some situations beyond his understanding but he will have to trust God. Our situations and experiences are much like the story of Job; we may not receive an answer from God but it shows us that God is aware of the struggles and difficulties that we face. 

Governing and Providing for a Damaged Creation: 
Though the original Creation is damaged, yet God’s creative hand is still present there. According to Matthew 5:45 God shines the sun on both, the good and the evil, “and send the rain on the just and the unjust”. God is constantly and actively providing for the necessities of His creatures. 

The cosmic cycle of the heavenly bodies is the same as it was from the beginning. We still have the day and the night cycle; the evening comes and the morning comes and the day consists of 24 hour period. God is still in control and continues to govern this damaged creation. 

He provides for the birds that don’t sow nor reap. How much more for his creatures whom he made in His own image? In Matthew 6:25-34 He tells us not to worry about our life. 
These are very comforting promises of the Lord that he will be our provider and sustainer of our lives. We must continue to trust in the Lord and in His provisions. He may not give us luxury but our daily needs will be provided. This is what Jesus taught us to ask in Prayer saying, “Give us our daily bread”. 
There may be things we don’t understand about God but He will reveal it to us when He comes the second time. Let us continue to remember that God is continuously active in sustaining our world? 

God Bless you!!!
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