Lesson – 8                                     November 24, 2012                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 The Church: In Service to Humanity 
Read for your Study: Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Pet. 2:9; Matt. 28:19-20; John 17:21-22; Acts 15:1-29.

Memory Verse: “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 1 Tim. 3:14-15 (NIV)
Introduction: 
The subject of this week’s lesson study is very vital to the Christian faith and of what it consists? Multitudes of organizations in the Protestant world have no idea of what the church actually consists and what it means. Many refer to a physical building or a legal corporate structure as the church. Few seem to understand the church consists of the members themselves. The word "church" is translated from the Greek ekklesia, meaning "called-out" or "assembly" and is used 114 times in the NT. The "church in the wilderness" consisted of those called out of physical Egypt; the New Testament church are those called out of the spiritual Egypt of false belief and practice dominating this world. Without this knowledge, it is extremely difficult to identify the church Christ built. 
However, in the Bible the word "church" never refers to a building or to worship services held within the building. It always refers to the assembly, group, or congregation of called-out ones who belong to the Lord, worship Him, and fellowship with others of the same mind and faith. The Bible also teaches about the importance of the church in the plan of salvation. The church is one important means by which sinners are brought into contact with God’s offer of salvation, says the author. 
In this lesson we will discuss the role of the church and how the church is to grow by fulfilling God’s purpose for it. What does the church mean to you? Let us dive into our study to learn! 

Nature of the Church: 
The Church is God’s assembly, the ‘called-ones’; its beginning, its history, and its destiny rest on the initiative and power of God’s divine grace. It is within this context we understand the Church to be 1) a people called forth by God, 2) a people incorporated into Christ, and 3) a people indwelt by the Spirit. 

The Scriptures also use several metaphors to illustrate the nature of the Church. Among these are as ‘people of God’ and ‘Body of Christ’. The Bible describes the church as “the people of God.” (Exodus 19:5, 6; 1 Peter 2:9; Deut. 14:2) The church belongs to Christ; and if you truly belong to Christ, you are a descendent of Abraham. (Galatians 3:29) There is no discrimination. (Galatians 3:28)
According to 1 Peter 2:9 we are called to be God’s special people, a royal, kingly, priesthood, and a holy people. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  God has always wanted that kind of relationship with His people. 
The word chosen emphasizes the status of the church as those who have been called out. The church is a chosen race. Selected by God and called out by God to be different. The church is chosen out of the mass of races to be God’s chosen race. A race not built upon skin color or family lineage but a race built upon God’s choice. Thus, the church is a people for God’s own possession set apart and owned by God because God chose us, redeemed us, called us out, and gave us the new birth for His possession. The plan began with Abraham, worked through the people of Israel, and this plan finds it’s fulfillment in Christ.  Ephesians 1:4 tells us that we are chosen in Christ. 

Question: Does God have one plan for Israel and a different plan for the church? No, the plan is to form one people called out by God and redeemed by Jesus Christ. 

“The Body of Christ” is Paul’s favorite description of the church. In this metaphor, Paul forms an analogy between the human body and the universal church, just as every part of the human body is essential to the proper functioning of the body, so it is with the Church – the Body of Christ. As the human head leads in the operation of the human body, so Christ, as the head, leads His body -- the church (Col. 1:18; 1:24; 2:19; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4, 12, 16; 5:30; 1 Cor. 12:12-31; Rom. 12:5)
Paul uses the metaphor of the Church being the body of Christ to explain the marvelous relationship Christ has with the Church. Just as there is one body with the head being the organizer, leader, and sustainer of the body, so Christ is the head of the church. The analogy between the human body and the body of Christ illustrates the unity, diversity, and mutuality of the universal church and gives an example for proper operation of the local church.
The New Testament shows that God has not broken His pattern. We can see a progression. God’s church as ‘people of God’ and as ‘the body of Christ’ is being formed – a people from all ethnic backgrounds. 

Question: What is the ultimate role of the church in the world? 

Ellen G. White describes it beautifully saying, “We should remember that the church, enfeebled and defective though it be, is the only object on earth on which Christ bestows His supreme regard.” - Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 2, p. 396.  

The Mission of the Church: The church has been called out ‘to proclaim the gospel and make disciples." The church is not just a place where we go to worship once a week. Jesus made it clear that we are to go and make disciples, baptize, and teach all things to new believers. Matthew 28:19, 20) Even the names that are used for God’s special individuals down through history imply that kind of mission. Apostles are people who are sent out to do a mission. Prophets are people who speak for God as ambassadors. (Jeremiah 7:25; Luke 9:1, 2; 10:1, 9) Jesus stated that we are to be sent out to accomplish a work just as He was sent by the Father. (John 20:21) 
Dale A. Robbins in his book, “What People Ask About the Church,” brings out four highest priorities for the church: 
· To proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and make disciples of all kinds of people. He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. (Mark 16:15). NIV
· To serve as a community of worship and fellowship — to manifest the presence and love of Jesus. “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them” (Matt. 18:20). NIV
· To mature believers and prepare them to perform works of ministry. "It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Eph. 4:11-12). NIV
· To represent the interests of the Kingdom of God in the world, and to influence our society with the ideals of the Lord. "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  (Matt. 5:13-14). NIV
Jesus told His church, "In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16 NIV) 
Jesus established evangelism as the major element of church mission. He commissioned his followers to go to every kindred, tribe, and people bearing the good news. And in his own life on earth, he exemplified his own commission. Proclaiming the good news is a major component of church mission. And any church that is not at work doing it is negligent of Christ’s own admonition.  

Unity of the Church: 
Just as the body has diverse parts but it all works together, diversity will always be present in the church. Nevertheless, the church is to be united in its mission. We say that we are "in Christ." We say that there is "one church." We say that there is "one Body." There is "one Family." There is "one Kingdom." Ephesians 1:10 tells us that God is going to unite everybody who has ever been born, and makes it into His Kingdom, into ONE. 

Sin brought separation but Christ through His blood brought us together with God. We are to be “the people of God,” the “body of Christ,” and the “Temple of the Holy Spirit.” Those of us who have been in the church longer are to help the newer members. (Romans 14, 15) 
The church finds its unifying principle in the covenant promise "my dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people"(Ezek. 37:27, Lev. 26:12). This fulfillment is found in Jesus as Emmanuel ("God with us," Matt. 1:23, Jn. 1:14), who came as the mediator of the covenant of grace to redeem and purchase this people for his dwelling by his blood.

None of us alone can carry out all the work of the church. We need the cooperation of the entire church body. So, how do we get diverse people to work together in unity? It is only through the love of God learned and practiced in our own lives that this is possible. 
Christ is the head of the Church. He alone is King. The church is the body of Christ and there is no schism in the body (1 Cor. 12:25). As in the human body, there is diversity in unity and unity in diversity (1 Cor. 12). The point to be stressed, however, is the unity. 
Governance of the Church: The purpose of church government is to bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ and to God the Father. “For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace. …But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” (1 Cor. 14:33, 40) NIV 
Church governance is for the benefit of every believer in the body of Christ, “For building you up rather than pulling you down,” says Paul (2 Cor. 10:8) 
“It was He who gave some to be apostles; some to be prophets; some to be evangelists; and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fulness of Christ”(Eph. 4:11-13) 
In any group that is to accomplish a goal of any sort, there must be some kind of organization. The Church has a representative system of church governance. The church representatives are supposed to follow the plans set forth by God in Scripture in guiding and directing the church just as the early church was conscious of the leading of the Holy Spirit according to (Acts 15:28). 
Ellen G. White admonishes us beautifully reminding us that, “The mission of the church of Christ is to save perishing sinners. It is to make known the love of God to men and to win them to Christ by the efficacy of that love. The truth for this time must be carried into the dark corners of the earth, and this work may begin at home.” - Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 381.
How good are we with our governance in the Church? Are we doing well in our mission? 
God Bless You!!!
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