Lesson – 8                                          November 22, 2014                          Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 The Humility of Heavenly Wisdom
Read for your study: - James 3:13-4:10; Deut. 4:6; Gal. 5:17; Jer. 3:6-10, 20; Acts 19:13-16; Ps. 24:3-6 

Memory Text: - “Humble yourself before the Lord, and He will lift you up.” James 4:10 (NIV)
Introduction: - ‘Every baby starts life as a little savage. He is completely selfish and self-centered. He wants what he wants when he wants it — his bottle, his mother’s attention, his playmate’s toy, his uncle’s watch. Deny him these once, and he seethes with rage and aggressiveness which would be murderous were he not so helpless. He is dirty; he has no morals, no knowledge, and no skills. This means that all children — not just certain children — are born delinquent. If permitted to continue in the self-centered world of his infancy, given free reign to his impulsive actions to satisfy his wants, every child would grow up a criminal — a thief, a killer, or a rapist.’ 
Wow! Pretty scary stuff! How do you feel listening to something like that? This report was produced in 1926 by The Minnesota Crime Commission on the growth of crime. This was not a report produced by the church about ‘sinners’, it was written about every person. It was a conclusion on the human condition in a way, our condition of being sinners; sinners who are involved in a war within themselves. 

Evidently in our world today, Christians are not much different in their behavior from people of the world. For example, the divorce rate is almost equal. Are there any ways in which Christians are notably and distinctly different from worldliness?

Are Christians less likely to exhibit selfish rivalry at work? Is there any fierce competition between pastors for advanced positions in the conference? Is there any competition between Adventist members for positions in the church? 
Although this lesson appears to be about wisdom, it is not about intellectual knowledge but about human behaviour. It is about humility, the first and main ingredient needed for heavenly wisdom.  In this lesson we will see the difference between heavenly and worldly wisdom, and how humility plays a part in our search to be wise. Let us dive into our study and learn!
The Meekness of Wisdom: - James not only gives us the definition of heavenly wisdom, but leads us to see how we can acquire it ourselves by being humble. He says, “Humble yourself before the Lord, and He will lift you up.” James 4:10 
In our previous study we have learnt about James and his relationship with Jesus. It must have required an enormous amount of humility on the part of James to finally accept the gospel message coming from the lips of his little brother Jesus. James, by the time he writes this epistle, had become a prominent figure in the early Christian church. In the book of Acts, we see him delivering major decisions of the Jerusalem council. What a struggle it must have been for him to retain that initial humility that led him to accept Jesus as his personal Lord and Savior. James knows what he is talking about in terms of humility. He experienced it. It was something he himself must have struggled with. 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.” James 3:13 NIV 

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. (ESV) 

Question: What is the “meekness of wisdom”? What kind of conduct and works you would expect to see from a wise person? 

The phrase “wise and understanding” is used once in the Old Testament. Moses tells the Israelites that if they observe all God’s laws, they will be seen as a “wise and understanding people” (Deuteronomy 4:6). 
The word “meekness” has a somewhat negative meaning. We think of someone who is meek as someone who is weak, someone who doesn’t stand up for himself, who is soft-spoken and shy. But the term for “meekness” here, according to Strong’s, also means humility. Humility is fortunately a trait that is looked upon with favor. So when we see the word “meek” in the Bible, think instead of being “humble”.  
Two Kinds of Wisdom: - Expounding further James goes on to contrast two kinds of wisdom: worldly wisdom and heavenly. 

Vs. 14-16 “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.” 

Vs. 17-18 “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving  considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
Question: - Which type of wisdom dominates your life? How do we keep ourselves from falling into the ways of the world and losing our heavenly wisdom? Psalm 37:4-5 says, “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this.
Being a Christian is a full-time, lifelong commitment to the King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus Christ. It’s being totally surrendered to God as the Lord of our lives and living for Him. We need to practice living and acting like Jesus. 

Ellen White writes, “Jesus did not contend for His rights. Often His work was made unnecessarily severe because He was willing and uncomplaining. Yet He did not fail nor become discouraged. He lived above these difficulties, as if in the light of God’s countenance. He did not retaliate when roughly used, but bore insult patiently.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages 89.4.

“Jesus did not contend for His rights. When roughly used, He bore it patiently. Because He was so willing and uncomplaining, His work was often made needlessly hard. Yet He was not discouraged for He knew that God smiled upon Him.—Ellen G. White, The Story of Jesus 39.4.

Cause of Conflict and Quarrels: - James continues his discourse in chapter 4 with a real life question, “Where do wars and fights come from among you? He asks this question because he must have seen that happening in the early church. He puts the blame squarely on our sinful desires and lusts, leading to coveting and murder. 
Question:- What specific sinful desires are mentioned, and how are they affecting the church? “You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” James 4:2-3 
The spiritual trauma that happens in some churches is nothing more than an extension of the individual Christian’s struggle with sins of the flesh. Paul describes these sinful desires as making war against the higher, spiritual desires of the heart.

Question: - What is the solution to this problem? The only solution to this problem, according to James earlier in chapter 3, is for the church to acquire that heavenly wisdom that is so precious and necessary in our battle with the world. 

Ellen White points out that, “It is the love of self that brings unrest. When we are born from above, the same mind will be in us that was in Jesus, the mind that led Him to humble Himself that we might be saved. Then we shall not be seeking the highest place. We shall desire to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him.” Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 330, 331. 
How can church members be conditioned to disregard self and take personal responsibility for conflicts within the church? 
Friendship with the World: - (James 4:1-4) James gives us another stern warning. He uses the term ‘adulterous people’. Adultery is described as a relationship outside the marriage. Marriage is the illustration that is often used in the Bible to describe our relationship to God. He is the bridegroom, we are the bride. It is to be a life-long commitment of one person to another. And James says that when we ‘marry’ ourselves with God, we are no longer to look to the world for gratification. To choose to be a friend of the world is to be an enemy of God; it shows hatred toward God. We are on one side or another. We must choose which side we are on. 
James’ reference to being a “friend of the world” should make us pause and remember that our God is a “jealous God” (Exodus 20:5). Even flirtations with these lusts of the flesh are going to affect our relationship with God.
Are we with God, or are we with the world?  God doesn’t joke around when it comes to our relationship with Him. He is a jealous God. He doesn’t want to see us running around having an affair with the world. 
Question: - How can we separate ourselves from these worldly influences which takes us away from God?  Grace is the answer, but grace is given to the humble, not the proud (v. 6). So we are shown that humility is the prerequisite for grace.
Submission to God: -How can God expect us to manifest that grace before receiving it? How do we overcome these worldly desires? How can we win this war that’s battling within us? 

1) First, we must SUBMIT to God. We have to give up trying to live life our way, and start living it HIS way. Let Him be in charge of our lives. Let His Word be our guide to how we should conduct ourselves in everyday life. Submit our time, our talents and abilities, our finances, our possessions, our goals and dreams, everything…to GOD. 
2) Secondly we have to resist the Devil. If we don’t submit to God, then we’re submitting to the world. We have to resist the temptations we get from the world. 

3)  Come closer to God. The closer we are to Him, the more clearly we’ll understand His will for our life. 
4) Wash our hands. Get rid of the little things that can infect us with a worldly life. Wash it away with the help of God’s Word. 
5) Purify our hearts. We have got to stop being double-minded; thinking we can fool anyone, especially God Himself, that we are truly devoted to Christ.  
6) Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. It should break our hearts when we sin against God! 
7) Humble yourself before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
These things are not easy. But honestly, they probably are a summary of what we have read since the middle of James 3. We cannot serve two masters. James 4:2-4 tell us that friendship with the world is enmity with God. We must constantly guard our steps against our worldly desires. We must use our heavenly wisdom. This battle against sin within us is winnable, if only we will humble ourselves before God and He will lift us up! 
God Bless You!!!
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