Lesson – 8                                           May 24, 2014                                      Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 The Law of God and the Law of Christ
Read for your study: - Matt. 19:16-22; John 13:34-35; Gal. 6:1-5;Acts 17:31; John 5:30.
Memory Text: -“If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.” John 15:10 
Introduction: - No matter where we live in the world there exists, however, the necessity of law as a standard of judgment. There are national laws, state laws, county laws, and local community laws that are applicable to us. However, laws tend to have a hierarchy, and thus generally, smaller organizations cannot make laws in contradiction to the laws of a higher organization. 
Now, when God speaks to men, is not his word law? Is it right to disobey? And if His word is law, then there can be no higher law than “the law of Christ”; because Jesus himself says, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30). He asserts that “all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father” (John 5:23). 
Even though Christ gave us a new commandment, (John 13:34-35) everything He did was and everything He asked us to do is in full harmony with the basic principles expressed in the Ten Commandments. If he delivered a law, that law must be final, must be binding upon all, and must be the standard of judgment for the world, because without law there could be no sin, “for sin is the transgression of the law” (I John 3:4). God “hath … spoken unto us by his Son.” 
In our study for this week, we will focus on the law of God given in Exodus 20 and Deut. 5 to see if and how it is still applicable to Christians today? Let us dive into our study and learn!

The Law and the Prophets: - Some people believe that the Ten Commandments are no longer applicable and binding to us. Some might even say that they are only applicable to people of Jewish descent. Would it be correct to say that any violation of the Ten Commandments would be sin? 
God has spoken to His people through His servants the prophets. His word is the Law and He spoke through His servant Moses. In the Old Testament we have clear predictions of the coming of another lawgiver. Nehemiah 9:12-15 says, “Thou camest down also upon Mount Sinai . . . Who is this – “Thou”? Who is the One that led the children of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land? Who is the One who appeared to Moses in Mount Sinai? 

1 Corinthians 10:1 – 4 tells us that ‘That Rock that accompanied them was Christ’. It was Jesus Christ Himself, who amid the glory and flame of Sinai, proclaimed the Law of the Council of God – even the Ten Commandments. Thus Jesus is our Creator, Lawgiver, and Redeemer. 

While Jesus was the original Giver of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai and could have been qualified to change any of the Commandments if He thought it was necessary, He did not do so. He went back home to Nazareth and obeyed His earthly parents, as far as possible, without breaking any of God’s laws. (Luke 2:51) He even mentioned that He had not come to “abolish the law or the prophets”? (Matt. 5:17). 
The “Rules” of Love (John 15:10): - Jesus’ exemplary life shows His faithfulness in keeping and obeying the Laws of God the Father. Luke 4:8 tells us how He refused to bow to Satan when tempted in the wilderness, acknowledging that worship was reserved for God alone. Luke further goes on to narrate Jesus’ Sabbath keeping experience as it was customary  for Him to go to synagogue to worship. 
Encouraging the believers of Phillipi, Paul wrote that Jesus' entire life was based on obedience to God's will (Phil. 2:5-11), and writing to the Hebrews he says that, although tempted, He never sinned (Heb. 4:15). Thus, Jesus could say as He approached His final hours, ‘I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love’ (John 15:10, NKJV). 
Through His obedience to the Law, Jesus shows every believer that there is a relationship between commandment keeping and love. Thus He said, ‘If you love Me, keep my commandments’ (John 14:15).  “If a man love me, he will keep my words” (vs. 23). “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.… For all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you” (15:14-15).
All Things to all Men: - In 1 Corinthians 9:19 – 23, Paul brings out a very strong approach of witnessing which many Christians may often overlook. Here he reveals a method of attracting people to God’s kingdom. 
Now we all understand, just as Paul understood that there are cultural barriers that keep people away from receiving the gospel. We must understand that it is possible to be culturally relevant, and at the same time biblically sound in our approach to the unchurched. Paul says that he is willing to adapt to the culture of the group or people to whom he wants to witness, without allowing him to compromise the Law of God, so that they might be saved. He may adapt to cultural laws but only if there is no conflict with the ultimate law.
Fulfilling the Law of Christ (Galatians 6:2): - The Law of God is clearly revealed to us in various ways, whether in written form or in nature. No one can claim ignorance of the Law for ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23). But God in His mercy had compassion on us and offered grace. It is this grace that should empower us to live in obedience to His Law and to live an obedient life as Paul says (Rom. 6:15, Eph. 2:10, Titus 2:11-14). 

In fulfilling the Law of Christ, Paul goes a step further and writing to the Galatians he tells them to “carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
Question: - How is it that we are supposed to bear one another’s burdens? What is Paul talking about here? 

Paul is admonishing the Christians to encourage those who are weak and subject to temptation so that they might be restored back to Christ. In other words, the person who has sinned should be encouraged to abide once again by the precepts of God's law. Jesus, who was tempted just as we are tempted, never sinned. He has set an example for us by assisting those who were weak and overcome by sin. 
Commenting on Jesus’ exemplary life Ellen G. Whites wrote, “Christ Himself did not suppress one word of truth, but He spoke it always in love. He exercised the greatest tact and thoughtful, kind attention in His intercourse with the people. He was never rude, never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not censure human weakness. He fearlessly denounced hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity, but tears were in His voice as He uttered His scathing rebukes. (The Desire of Ages 353.1) 

We very much appreciate any grace and kindness shown to us when we are at fault. Are we willing to extend the same grace and kindness to others? Can we do that?

Law and Judgement (John 5:30): - God has continued to provide opportunities for sinners to repent and pledge loyalty and obedience to Him. But time is soon approaching when God’s law will be the standard by which He will judge the world. That judgment will be fairly applicable to everyone no matter when and where in the world someone lives/lived. 

Eventually, however, God will have to say: “Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” (Revelation 22:11 NIV) 
What do you think about this statement in the Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide? 

‘The fact that Christ has been assigned the responsibility of judgment demonstrates the mercy of God. Because Christ has become one with the human race, He is in a position to judge impartially.’ 

There is no separation between the Members of the deity. The Father thinks and feels about us exactly the way the Son does. 

Look at the following statement: “Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt among us, humbling Himself, veiling His glory, that humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have of the life of Christ would not have been changed. . . . In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His instruction, we are to see and hear and recognize God. In sight, in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the Father. (That I May Know Him 338.4) 

What does that tell us about the Law and the Judgement? The law is not some kind of checklist that we need to work on to try to obtain God’s favor. The law is a description of how love is supposed to operate. 

Think of people in the Bible who committed terrible sins; and yet, God continued to work with them. Moses was a murderer. David not only killed many people but also committed a terrible sin was Bathsheba. Paul killed many Christians. And yet, these men were shining examples of what God can do with human beings under the right circumstances. 

In conclusion, let us reflect on the paragraph below from Signs of the Times and ponder why is it so important that we bestow grace on those who fall into sin? 

“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Here, again, our duty is plainly set before us. How can the professed followers of Christ so lightly regard these inspired injunctions? . . .

We know but little of our own hearts, and have but little sense of our own need of the mercy of God. This is why we cherish so little of that sweet compassion which Jesus manifests toward us, and which we should manifest toward one another. We should remember that our brethren are weak, erring mortals, like ourselves. Suppose that a brother has through unwatchfulness been over-borne by temptation, and contrary to his general conduct has committed some error; what course shall be pursued toward him? We learn from Bible history that men whom God had used to do a great and good work committed grave sins. The Lord did not pass these by unrebuked; neither did he cast off his servants. When they repented, he graciously forgave them, and revealed to them his presence, and wrought through them. Let poor, weak mortals consider how great is their own need of pity and forbearance from God and from their brethren. Let them beware how they judge and condemn others.”-Ellen G. White, The Signs of the Times, January 25, 1883.
God Bless you!!!
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