Lesson – 8                                             May 25, 2013                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 8 Trusting God’s Goodness (Habakkuk) 
Read for your study:  Hab. 1:1-17, 2:2-4, Gal. 3:11, Heb. 11:1-13, Habakkuk 3, Phil. 4:11.
Memory Text: For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14).
Introduction: What happens when we confront the big problems of life or some serious tragedies strike us? We begin to ask why God didn’t keep me away from that tragedy. Why did God let that tragedy come upon me? The whys fall heavy when more serious tragedies strike! 
The book of Job is a key book to describe–in some cases–why the righteous suffer, while Habakkuk is the key book to describe why the wicked prosper. In neither case do these books give us the complete answer.
Fortunately, we are not the first to have been overwhelmed by apparently senseless tragedy. The Bible is full of cases where people, and even whole nations, were visited with tragedy, violence and evil. Like us, Habakkuk and the people drowned in these events asked why too. In most cases there was no satisfactory answer. Is it right to question God? Does God bring tragedies on His people to discipline them? Let us dive into our lesson study and learn what God was trying to teach His people then and what does He want us to learn today!
Perplexed Prophet: 
Question: Who was Habakkuk? Habakkuk was a prophet in Judah. Little is known of this prophet except that he lived shortly after Nahum and describes a time when Babylon was taking over the Near East from the fallen Assyrians. Israel was in captivity at that time and only the Northern kingdom, Judah, remained. 
We are not sure of what Habakkuk means except that his name may be derived from a Hebrew word which means “to embrace.” 
Habakkuk was unique among prophets. All the other prophets carried messages from God to the people. Habakkuk spoke on our behalf to God. The book of Habakkuk might be described as a conversation between Habakkuk and God. 

In Habakkuk 1:4, it seems like he was complaining about what was happening among the Jews themselves. In Habakkuk 1:6-11 it describes Babylon as the scourge of God causing terror everywhere. God declares that the Babylonians will be His instruments of punishment: “Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” (Habakkuk. 1:5) 
God’s amazing revelation left Habakkuk even more perplexed and bewildered. He has a burden and is wrestling with: God’s silence, Judah’s sinfulness, and God’s character. After acknowledging God’s ultimate justice the prophet humbly asked in worship of how the wicked could be used to punish those less evil than themselves. 
Question: Are there others in the Bible, especially in the Psalms, who have complained of similar problems?  Look at the following passages: 
How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? Forever? How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? Psalm 13:1. 
How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Psalm 82:2
LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph? Psalm 94:3

Sometimes, when people ask for God’s response, He is silent. God does not answer Habakkuk’s why questions. He plans to use the Chaldeans to punish Israel for their sins. Habakkuk complains that God should not use the Chaldeans to punish His people. (Habakkuk 1:12-13) Being a prophet, Habakkuk knows well how much God loves justice and hates oppression; so, he wants to know why God allows injustice to continue. 
Question: What do we learn so far from this story? 

· Habakkuk challenges God to give him a better answer. He is simply asking God the deep why questions that are on his heart. 
· God encourages us to question him. Job did! “Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.” Job 13:3
· The Lord  says, “Come now, and let us reason together . . . Isaiah 1:18 

Living by Faith: 
How does God answer? Reading God’s response, it seems He doesn’t answer Habakkuk’s why questions. God essentially tells Habakkuk, “I’m not going to answer your questions right now, just tell the people what I’ve told you is going to happen.” Then, almost as if God is nudging Habakkuk a little, He says in Habakkuk 2:2-4 that you must wait to see what the Lord will do. The Lord tells him that it will happen at the ‘appointed time’ and will not prove false. In the end, “The just shall live by faith.” In other words, trust me Habakkuk; I know what I’m doing.
Question: What does it imply? This passage provides a great hope for the righteous even though they may not understand all of God’s wondrous working ways. 
Commenting on Habakkuk’s faith, Ellen G. White says, “The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of deep trial was the same faith that sustains God’s people today. In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon the source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed. – Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings P.  386-387

God then proceeds to recount the various sinful acts that the nations were guilty of and finishes saying, “The Lord is in His holy temple and let all the earth be silent before him” Hab. 2:20
God is reminding Habakkuk that God is right and He has a plan. He has not hidden himself from Judah. He is also saying that He knows what He is doing, so Habakkuk can now keep quiet and stop arguing.
Even if Habakkuk could not understand all that God did, he found comfort in knowing the nature of the God he served. God’s holiness provides a basis for our trusting Him to help. He is the Holy One who cannot do wrong. The Lord who is in control of history! 

The Babylonians did not simply rise up on their own. God raised them up to punish or judge Israel for the nation’s injustice. Punish here means correction, a redemptive chastening, to assist Israel to learn what is just or right. Man may determine by his conduct how he will encounter God’s sovereignty, but he cannot escape it.
Remembering God’s Fame: 

Question: What is Habakkuk’s Response? 
Habakkuk then takes God’s message to heart and composes one of the most beautiful prayers in the Bible praising God’s strength and glory, asking God to have mercy in the midst of judgment and expressing unwavering faith. (Habakkuk 3:2, 6 & 17-19) 
Question: In our day when disasters happen, people often raise the question: “Why does God allow so many evil things to happen?” How shall we respond to such situation? 
In our darkest hour we need to remember Habakkuk’s faith and apply it in our lives, “The just shall live by faith.” When we feel like God has forgotten us, remember Paul’s words in Romans 8:35-39 ‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’

God is our Strength:   
Question: What is the lesson that Habakkuk teaches us about God? Habakkuk experienced God’s faithfulness and thus was determined to place his trust in His goodness no matter how hopeless the situation appeared. (Habakkuk 3:16-19)
Changing circumstances often causes us as believer to ask, "Why is this happening to me?" I looked for light, but darkness came; for peace, but faced trouble. I said in my heart, my mountain stands firm, I shall never be moved. Lord, You hide Your face, and I am troubled. Today my spirit has no hopes, but many fears; no joys, but great distress. Is this part of God's plan for me? Can this be the way in which God would bring me to heaven?
Yes, it is even so. The eclipse of our faith, the darkness of our mind, the fainting of our hope--all these things are just parts of God's method of making us ready for the great inheritance, which we will soon enjoy. These trials are for the testing and strengthening of our faith--they are waves that wash us further upon the rock--they are winds that steer our ship more quickly toward the desired haven. 
By honor and dishonor, by evil report and by good report, by plenty and by poverty, by joy and by distress, by persecution and by peace--by all these things our spiritual life is maintained, and by each of these we are helped.

Do not think, believer, that your sorrows are out of God's plan; they are necessary parts of it. "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom.” (Acts 14:22) Learn, then, to "count it all joy . . . when you meet trials of various kinds." (James 1:2)
Habakkuk challenges us to turn to God for answers. He challenges us to argue with God. He challenges us to trust God. God is sovereign. He rules over all nations. He cares about our questions. God sees the distant past as well as the near and distant future. He asks us to wait, listen, and speak to Him. He is still present. 
Bad things happen in this world, to good people, and to bad people, although it seems like the good people get the worst. Murphy’s Law seems to be all too true. Why do bad things happen to good people? More specifically, why did this bad thing happen to me? God rarely answers that question but would pour out only goodness on us all the time.

Habakkuk offers us a picture of a prideful people being humbled, while the righteous live by faith in God (2:4). It reminds us that while God may seem silent and uninvolved in our world, He always has a plan to deal with evil and always works out justice . . . eventually. 

Habakkuk encourages believers to wait on the Lord, expecting that He will indeed work out all things for our good (Romans 8:28).
Once you have learned this and deepened your faith that God has everything under control, then maybe there is a better way to approach the bad things that happen. Don’t ask “Why Me, Lord?” when something bad happens. Ask God how He wants you to respond, and then leave the consequences in His hands.
It is all in the response. God can ALWAYS bring good out of bad, but He needs us to cooperate with Him to bring out the greatest good. This is why Paul can say “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.” Rejoice when good things happen, rejoice when bad things happen, because “the LORD is in his holy temple” and His goodness is trustworthy!   

God Bless You!!!
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