Lesson – 8                                       February 22, 2014                                    Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 8 With the Rich and Famous
Read for your study: - Deut. 8:17-18; Gen. 13:5-6; John 3:1-15; Luke 19:1-10; Mark 4:18-19; Matt. 19:16-26. 

Memory Text: - For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows (1 Timothy 6:10)
Introduction: We have often watched celebrities and royalty on television and movies at their luxurious mansions, in their exotic cars, million – dollar jewelry, and lavish wardrobes. Haven’t we all secretly envied the rich and famous?  Don't we believe that if only we were rich, it would solve all our problems? Don't we long to be recognized and loved by millions of people?
This craving for fortune is nothing new. Two thousand years ago Jesus said, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." (Mark 10:25 NIV)
Why did Jesus say that? Jesus, who knew the human heart better than anyone ever has or ever will, understood that it's a matter of priorities. Too often, rich people make wealth their number one priority instead of God. They spend most of their time making wealth, spending it, and increasing it. In a very real sense, money becomes their idol. 
God won't stand for that. He told us so in his First Commandment: "You shall have no other gods before me." (Exodus 20:3 NIV) 
The Bible has quite a bit to say about money, wealth and riches. In Proverbs 8:18-21 God says, “With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. My fruit is better than fine gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice, bestowing wealth on those who love me and making their treasuries full.” 

This lesson is about the challenges of dealing with the rich and the famous. Why is wealth considered to be such a challenge when it comes to salvation? Is it because of what Jesus said in Matthew 19:24; Mark 10:25; and Luke 18:25 that “it is much harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.” Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Richly Blessed:- Human tendency is always to be jealous, especially towards those who have more money than you do. There were many wealthy and famous people of God in the Old Testament such as Abraham, Lot, Jacob, Job, Joseph, David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Josiah, Jehoshaphat and even Daniel. How did they become wealthy? Did they use any unfair means to become rich? Proverbs 28: 20 says, “A faithful man will be richly blessed. But anyone who wants to get rich will be punished.” Here is the secret to become rich! Be faithful to God and you will be richly blessed. Remember God will never give you more than you can bear. It is in His hands, He will comfort you. He will take care of it. Trust Him always! 

What counsel does the Scriptures offer regarding wealth? Deuteronomy 8:17-18 reminds us that it is not by our might and our hand that we get wealthy. ‘It is the Lord who gives power to get wealth.’ There are some individuals who made this mistake and made a bad use of their wealth, such as Nebuchadnezzar. “Look how great Babylon is! I built it as my capital city to display my power and might, my glory and majesty,” he said. (Daniel 4:30, GNB) And the result of this folly was that he spent the next seven years in the wild living like an animal; he was insane during that time. 
Did Nebuchadnezzar ever learn his lesson? Did he ever recognize from whom does this wealth come? (Daniel 4:34-37)
Nighttime Rendezvous: - John 3:1-15 tells us that Nicodemus, a Pharisee, ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night. He had been impressed by what he heard from Jesus and especially by His cleansing of the temple. On the surface Nicodemus appeared to have understood all. He belonged to a distinguished and wealthy Jerusalem family. Besides being rich and famous, Nicodemus was one of the elite scholars of his day. Some think he was among the most famous teachers in Jewish Theological circles of his world. If people had a question, he had the answers. But he felt the need to know more about Jesus. It was that thirst for more that drove him to Jesus. 
But, he realized that if he approached Jesus openly, he would be despised by his peers among the Pharisees and other members of the Sanhedrin. So, he sought out Jesus at night in secret. He did not choose to follow Jesus openly even then; but, he kept his eyes and ears open. 
Did anything change in his life? Did his encounter with Jesus transform him in any way? Yes, in John 19:38-40 we see Nicodemus’ faith in Jesus. He came with Joseph for Jesus’ body to be buried. He personally–with the help of Joseph of Arimathea and John the disciple–took down the body of Jesus and buried it with expensive spices which he himself provided. At that point, Nicodemus had become fully convinced that Jesus was the Messiah; then he threw his lot in with the disciples. 

Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple of Jesus. He too believed in Jesus’ claims but was afraid to express his commitment. This demonstrates that Jesus’ influence had made it to the rich and famous of Judaism. 
Ellen G. White writes, “After the Lord’s ascension, when the disciples were scattered by persecution, Nicodemus came boldly to the front. He employed his wealth in sustaining the infant church that the Jews had expected to be blotted out at the death of Christ. In the time of peril he who had been so cautious and questioning was firm as a rock, encouraging the faith of the disciples, and furnishing means to carry forward the work of the gospel. He was scorned and persecuted by those who had paid him reverence in other days. He became poor in this world’s goods; yet he faltered not in the faith which had its beginning in that night conference with Jesus.
Nicodemus related to John the story of that interview, and by his pen it was recorded for the instruction of millions. The truths there taught are as important today as they were on that solemn night in the shadowy mountain, when the Jewish ruler came to learn the way of life from the lowly Teacher of Galilee. (The Desire of Ages 177.1, 2)
Rich and Infamous: - Just a week before His crucifixion, Jesus was passing through Jericho, with a large crowd going to Jerusalem for the Passover. Many were excited because they believed that Jesus would become the new king of Israel. Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector in Jericho, had heard the preaching of John the Baptist and knew about the preaching and teaching of Jesus. He was also excited to learn that Jesus had accepted Matthew, a former tax collector, as one of His disciples. This sparked a great deal of enthusiasm in him to see Jesus. (DA 552-556)
Tax collectors weren’t very popular among the Jews. They were regarded as traitors by the Jews since they worked for the Roman government. And unfortunately, many of them extracted more in taxes than they really needed to and pocketed the extra money. Thus, they were not only traitors but also considered thieving traitors. 
By now, Zacchaeus had tried to mend his ways by returning the money collected unfairly. But, this gesture of his was not welcomed by his fellow tax collectors. When Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to Jericho on His way to Jerusalem, he had to see Him. Because Zacchaeus was short in stature, he ran ahead and climbed on the sycamore tree awaiting the passing of Jesus. He was surprised when Jesus stopped beneath that tree and said, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay in your house today.” (Luke 19:5, NIV) While the self-righteous Pharisees and priests–many of whom lived in Jericho–sneered and scowled, salvation came to the house of Zacchaeus! 
Gold –Plated Message: - Are there any hazards of being wealthy? It has been said that, “We don’t own our things; our things own us.” Do we have to keep up with the Joneses to “Spend money that we don’t have, for things that we don’t need, in order to impress people that we don’t like.” To the wealthy money quickly becomes a kind of idol. Someone once said, “Money isn’t everything, but it is way ahead of whatever is in second place!” Money represents time and effort. It represents a part of our lives. And how we use it clearly represents what is most important to us. 
Just how easy it is for money, or the pursuit of it, to blind our spiritual priorities. How crucial that we keep this truth in mind as we seek to reach those whose wealth might have already blinded them. Where and what is our priority? Is it God or money? 
The Rich Young Ruler: - Matthew 19:16-26; Mark 10:17-31; and Luke 10:18-30 narrates a story of a rich young ruler who came to Jesus and wanted to know for a quick and the shortest way to receive eternal life! He thought that he had done virtually everything necessary to earn salvation and to make certain of his place in the kingdom. 
The author says that the young ruler ‘possessed credentials, qualifications, abundant material resources, unquestioned morality, and unlimited self-esteem!’ But he lacked spiritual credentials! His heart was elsewhere! Though he kept the commandments, he was not willing to surrender his life to Jesus. Christ outlined the three-step process: Sell your possessions, furnish the poverty-stricken, follow Me. The young ruler was disappointed! He didn’t want to part from his wealth. His wealth was his idol. 
Commenting on the rich young ruler, Ellen G. White says, “Jesus saw in this ruler just the help He needed if the young man would become a co-laborer with Him in the work of salvation. If he would place himself under Christ’s guidance, he would be a power for good…If the ruler had then given himself to Christ; he would have grown in the atmosphere of His presence. If he had made this choice, how different would have been his future! (The Desire of Ages 519.3)
How many have come to Christ, ready to cast their interests in with his, and, like the rich young ruler, earnestly desiring to inherit eternal life! But when the cost is presented to them,–when they are told that they must forsake all, houses and lands, wife and children, and count not their lives dear unto themselves,–they go away sorrowful. They want the treasures of heaven, and the life that measures with the life of God, but they are not willing to give up their earthly treasures. They are not willing to surrender all to obtain the crown of life. (Review and Herald, April 19, 1898 par. 14)

Those who wants to enter eternal life must have total transformation that could only come through a personal relationship with Christ. 
Quoting Ellen G. White in his book, Joseph Bates: The Real Founder of Seventh-Day Adventism, George Knight wrote, “To everyone inquiring, “What must I do to be saved?’ I answer, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.’ (George Knight, Joseph Bates, P. 87)
Conclusion: We have God, but we want more. Because of the world's false values, we seldom see ourselves as we really are. The truth is that in the eyes of God, every believer is rich and famous. We possess the richness of a salvation that can never be taken from us. This is the treasure that's immune from moths and rust. We take it with us when we die, unlike money or fancy possessions. 

We are famous and precious to our Savior, so much that he sacrificed himself so we can spend eternity with him. His love surpasses any earthly fame because it will never end. It's time to stop comparing houses, cars, clothes, and bank accounts. It's time to stop feeling inadequate because we don't own the outward symbols of success. Instead, it's time to turn our eyes to our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. That's where we'll experience our greatest fulfillment. That's where we'll finally find all the riches we've ever wanted.
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