Lesson – 8                                           February 21, 2015                         Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 8 Words of Wisdom 
Read for your study: - Prov. 20:1-30; 21:1-31; 22:1-29; Jer. 9:23-24; Matt. 25:35-40 

Memory Text: - Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who can find? Proverbs 20:6 NIV

Introduction: - When we come across a phrase such as “words of wisdom”, we might think of a quote that may uplift us, or a quotation that might encourage us. We also might think of ‘words of wisdom’ with a principle and promise which may be an enduring truth, a law, a rule one could adopt to guide yourself in making decisions. 
Interestingly, the Scriptures contain “words of wisdom” that express practical truths, truths that if taken to heart and followed can help us overcome the negative impact of this fallen world and prepare us for a better one. Let us dive into our lesson and learn more from these ‘words of wisdom’!
We Are All Equal: - The Scriptures tells us that all humans were created by God. “From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands” (Acts 17:26), but we all have our differences yet we must try to put away our differences and try to understand and see our need for each other, as Paul says, “The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you (1 Cor. 12:21, NKJV). In the same way, people with different talents and different gifts need to work together for the common goals as God’s people. 
We each have different gifts. And the bond that holds all the believers together is agape love which Paul called the most important gift of all according to 1 Corinthians 13. Second thing that makes all of us equal is that we all are sinners.  And we all are in need of His grace. 
The Test of Life: - All of us will be judged by our works. This includes all the people either killed in war, by flood, burned by fire in Sodom and Gomorrah or those of Jesus’ time. This must humble us! Every small act performed will be taken into account. And our true relationship with God will be taken into account as Jesus said: He who endures to the end shall be saved (Matt. 24:13 NKJV). 
There are many individuals who have experienced great ups and downs in their spiritual experiences. At times, they may seem religious. But then, there may be long periods when they do not seem to care much about God or religion. Esau was like that with respect to his birthright. By contrast, other people are consistently patient and loving and seek every day to follow God’s will for their lives. They are more like Jacob. But, the truth is that it is more important and a greater challenge to live for God than to die for Him. Almost with reverence we look back to the experiences of the martyrs. And we are certainly not trying to belittle that experience. However, to live a consistent life like that of Enoch or even Elijah is what God is really hoping for. 
Waiting for the Lord: - Proverbs 20:17; 21:5 brings out some profound truth about those people who believe that the only way to get ahead in life is to be dishonest or even to steal. Those people will ultimately lose. 
Some children want to get inheritance by unfair means or in a premature way. It does not profit and in the end, they lose. A good example of this kind of act is found in the story of the Prodigal son recorded in Luke 15:11-32. He asked for his share of the inheritance prematurely and the result was that he found himself in the pig’s sty. 

According to the custom of the land, if you ask for the inheritance while your parents are still alive, you are in a way cursing your parents to death. Proverbs 20:20 says, “If someone curses their father or mother, their lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.” 

There are many who try to run ahead of God. Revenge is a terrible thing. It is difficult at times to be patient and let God work things out. The counsel is just to wait for the LORD (NKJV). Only then will you be saved, which implies that if you do seek revenge you are taking a serious risk. 
Compassion for the Poor: - What measures an individual’s character? It is not what you have that measures your character. Who you are to your neighbor and your readiness to help the poor and the needy is the measure of character. 
In Proverbs 19:17 and 21:13 we learn that what we do for the poor is as good as if we had done it for God personally. Proverbs 22: 2 tells us that both rich and the poor are God’s people. “Rich and poor have this in common: The Lord is the Maker of them all.” God planned that all human beings must be equal. So, the poor and the needy need our help not only because they are poor but also because we all are one in Christ Jesus. 

Education: - The Hebrew word for education comes from a word that means to build up and to begin. All these meanings are contained in the Hebrew idea of education: when we train up a child (Prov. 22:6), we build up, we begin, and we lay the groundwork for the future says, the author. 

Parents must teach and instill this kindness in their children by educating them to be generous towards the poor. Ellen G. White writes, “To parents is committed the great work of educating and training their children for the future, immortal life.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, June 24, 1890 par. 1; Child Guidance, p. 38.2. 
Many fathers and mothers seem to think that if they feed and clothe their little ones, and educate them according to the standard of the world, they have done their duty. They are too much occupied with business or pleasure to make the education of their children the study of their lives. They do not seek to train them so that they will employ their talents for the honor of their Redeemer. Solomon did not say, “Tell a child the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” But, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” [Proverbs 22:6]—Ellen G. White, RH, June 24, 1890 par. 1; Child Guidance, p. 38.2. [Content in brackets is added.]
If we want to have successful Christian lives, it is very important to use wisdom and good judgment. Just as motorcars and homes have very different values based on quality, excellence, safety, reliability, and even location, humans are also judged by similar standards. 

So, what are we supposed to learn from these three chapters in Proverbs? 
Proverbs 20 focuses on making wise decisions in life. The drinking of wine is discouraged because it clouds our decision-making capacity. Discipline is suggested in verse 30 because it tends to make people think more clearly. We are encouraged to think clearly, to know when to start and when to stop a given activity, and even to know when to say, “No.” 

We are to learn how to recognize good counsel and how to exercise common sense; and thus, as the Bible repeatedly emphasizes, we are to learn to be humble and aware of our own shortcomings and thankful for God’s watch care over us while He searches our motives and our thoughts. True, faithful Christians will have lives marked by transparency, patience, and firmness which at times we fail to recognize. May God help us to be faithful! 
God Bless You!!!
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