Lesson – 9                                                May 31, 2014                               Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 9 Christ, the Law and the Gospel
Read for your study: - Rom. 7:7-12; Deut. 30:15-20; Matt. 7:24-27;Acts 10:34-35; John 15:10; Eph. 2:1. 
Memory Text: - For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17, NKJV). 
Introduction: - In our previous lessons we learnt that both law and grace are much needed and that they are not in opposition but complement each other. They both work together, but how? There is only one God, and He cares deeply about what happens to us. Both His law and the plan of salvation show His love for humanity. There are two events in the story of salvation: the giving of the Law to Moses (evidence of God’s justice) and the life and death of Jesus (evidence of God’s mercy). Adam and Eve looked forward through faith to the coming of Jesus, the Messiah. Through faith we look back on what Jesus did on the cross for us. But we also look forward to His Second Coming. Therefore the law was, is, and always will be an important guide for how God wants us to live.
In this lesson, we will focus to study how law, combined with grace, gives us a bigger picture of the gospel of Christ! Let us dive into our study and learn!
Sin and the Law: - The law includes: the moral law (Exodus 20); the ritual law (Leviticus) and the statutes given to Moses concerning governing Israel. It provided a legal system for the nation. It provided a moral code for ethics. It provided a ritualistic system of offerings and sacrifices which typified Christ which would allow God to forgive their sins. 

But note that forgiveness of sin come to Israel only as they identified their offerings as typifying the Messiah: “…for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.” Galatians 3:2 
What was the role of the Law? In Romans 7:7 Paul asks a rhetorical question: “Is the Law sin”? Of course not, or “God forbid,” he answers for them.  In Vs. 12 he describes law as “holy, and just, and good”. To the Galatians he said that “the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:24)  Just as the role of a school master is to guide his pupil, so is the role of the law to guide us to Christ!

Looking at the second part of Romans 7:7, “…for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” why did Paul use this commandment to illustrate the purpose of the law? 
Paul particularly pointed out the tenth commandment in this verse because it is possible that coveting is worse because all sin begins in our minds.  Furthermore, it is much easier to hide selfishness and covetousness from others–and from ourselves! When Paul thought about the law, he recognized that he could observe the first nine of the commandments. And he could point out to others the fact that he was keeping the law of God. But, when he looked more carefully at the tenth commandment, he realized that God knows even about what we can think in our “hearts” and minds! 
The Law and Israel (Deut. 30:15-18): - 
Why did God choose Israel to be the recipient of His law? God chose Israel to be His representatives. But it wasn’t because of its superior standing among the nations: “The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people:” (Deuteronomy 7:7 KJV) And yet, they were designed to be a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation”, Exodus 19:6 NKJV. Israel would be the people through whom the nations of the earth received the blessings promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But, this would be possible only if they observed God's commandments, decrees, and ordinances (Deut. 30:15-16, NRSV). 
Israel was not chosen because they were the largest of all nations or even because they were saints. They were chosen because God recognized that they would clearly demonstrate both the benefits of obedience and the damaging consequences of sin. Unfortunately, Israel failed God and could not claim any longer to be God’s faithful people. 
Israel’s obedience and faith seemed related such as life and death matter according to Deut. 30:15-16. Is it still the same for us today?  
The Law and the Nations (Acts 10:34, 35): - Israel was chosen to be a witnessing nation. But, despite Israel’s failures, God did not leave the people of other nations totally without hope. God always revealed Himself both through nature (Romans 1:20) and through the measure of spiritual desire in every human being.  Acts 17:27 tells us that “God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.” 
How well are we as a church doing at representing God to the world? How well do we as parents represent God to our children, especially when they are younger?
If God has ways to reach people who don’t have access to His written laws and revelations, then why does He use missionaries and evangelists to reach people? 
Grace and Truth (John 1:17): - Our text tells us that “grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  But few verses before this shows us how this was so. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth”. (John 1:14) 
Examining through the life and character of Jesus reveals His grace and truth: 

· Philippians 2:8 “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” KJV

· John 15:10 “…even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.” KJV

· Matthew 26:39 “…O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” KJV

These verses tell us of Jesus’ humility, loving obedience, and submissive, sacrificing character. They encapsulate what grace is all about.
The truth that Jesus brought was obviously a more comprehensive understanding of grace. We needed to see what grace was meant to be. 
Thomas Carlyle says: Grace is more than unmerited favour. If you feed a tramp who calls on you, that is unmerited favour. But suppose that after robbing you, you then feed him. That would be grace. Grace then is favour shown where there is positive demerit in the one receiving it. 
In Acts chapter 3 there is a story about a man who needed healing and spent his time begging for food. He needed a lot but there was nothing about his life that was deserving of favour. 

Peter and John passed by and when he asked for help. Peter said “Silver & gold have I none, but that which I have I give in the name of Jesus. Arise and walk.

Peter had Grace and Truth to offer, but not his own, it was the grace of God and the truth of the mighty power of Jesus the Messiah.
Acts 3: 16 And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 

The truth is this: When we see the Holiness of our Lord and master, and we gain revelation of his greatness, we fall face down in the fear of God! Because the moment we see into the face of God, we see our own sinful nature. In the light of the Lords purity, there is something that always cries out like Peter “Depart from me”.
 Isaiah saw the Lord and said “Woe is me for I am undone”! 
John saw the Glory of God in the Revelation and “Fell down as a dead man”
Job saw the Lords Glory and said Ï abhor myself and repent in sackcloth and ashes 
Ezekiel saw the Lord and fell on His face. 
Aaron & Moses revealed the Lord’s Glory (Lev 9) and the people fell face down.

Every time we see Jesus we see two things:-
1) We see truth – Truth as a Person in Jesus
2) We see our absolute need of God’s grace. Grace in Greek also mean ‘gift’. 
The Law and the Gospel (Romans 1:16-17): - Sin had such a deep impact on us that we still see the evidence that sin and death are still with us. And we are reminded of its consequences daily through sickness, crime, tragedies, and disasters of every kind. 
The Law could not save us but only condemn us. But praise be to our God who in His mercy gave us the ‘gospel’ for our relief and deliverance. The Scriptures tell us, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1 KJV
What is the Gospel? When Christians refer to the “Gospel” they are referring to the “good news” that Jesus Christ died to pay the penalty for our sin so that we might become the children of God through faith alone in Christ alone. In short, “the Gospel” is the sum total of the saving truth as God has communicated it to lost humanity as it is revealed in the person of His Son and in the Holy Scriptures, the Bible. 

The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia summarizes the gospel this way: The central truth of the gospel is that God has provided a way of salvation for men through the gift of His son to the world. He suffered as a sacrifice for sin, overcame death, and now offers a share in His triumph to all who will accept it. The gospel is good news because it is a gift of God, not something that must be earned by penance or by self-improvement (John 3:16; Romans 5:8-11; 2 Cor. 5:14-19; Titus 2:11-14). 

Since justice and mercy are at the heart of God’s character, the law and grace give us a full picture of the gospel. God manifested His love for us at two important events (see Key Text–John 1:17):

1. the giving of the Law to Moses at Mt. Sinai

2. the giving of grace through His Son at Mt. Calvary
Just as keeping the law perfectly does not merit our salvation, believing Jesus without a conversion of our life and attitudes will not get us to heaven either. We must “walk the talk”.
Are we as a Church doing better than the Israelites did in ancient times? Do we as individuals correctly represent the gospel to those around us? How could we do better?
God Bless You!!!
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