Lesson – 9                                            March 1, 2014                                   Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 Discipling the Powerful
Read for your study: - Rom. 13:1-7, Mk 2:23-28, Matt. 8:5-13, 26:57-68,27:11-14, Acts 4:1-12.
Memory Text: - So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7)
Introduction: - Jesus began His ministry in a very humble way! He ministered to the poor, the lame, the blind, the sick and to anyone who was in need. Although His encounters were often with the Pharisees and Sadducees – the local religious leaders, how are we to minister to the Upper class, the rich and famous, and to those who are in authority, both in the political and the religious world? 
It is hard for us to imagine ourselves witnessing before higher and powerful authorities, unlike Daniel, Joseph, Jesus and Paul who were bold and made the best use when the opportunity came to them. In fact, they received special power and grace when they needed it. 
Do we have to worry then if such opportunity comes to us? We don’t have to worry because the Holy Spirit will give us power as promised in Matthew 10:18-20, “On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 
Imagine when Peter and John testified before the Sanhedrin council, men “marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13. When Stephen testified in the council, “all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel (Acts 6:15). When Paul testified on his own trial at the court of the Caesars, said, “At my first defense no one took my part, but all forsook me. . . . But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me; that through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 2 Tim. 4:16-17, -Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 354, 355.
This lesson deals with people in positions of political and religious power. What can we learn from the examples in this lesson about how to witness to people in powerful positions?

Let us dive into our study and learn!
Respecting Authority: - Romans 13:1-7 summarizes that one must submit to the governing authorities because are placed in authority by God. But at the same time, it is hard to believe that authorities like Nero, Domitian, Napoleon, Hitler, Stalin, and Idi Amin were placed in those positions by God. 
Nevertheless, Paul is suggesting in these verses that we need to respect government. We need to pay our taxes, and we need to recognize that the government exerts power and that it can exercise it within certain limits. There were certainly pressures and brutality used in the Roman Empire in Jesus’ and Paul’s day. But Jesus never exhibited any desire to rebel against that government. 
Question: Was Jesus showing disrespect to the Roman authorities when He overturned the money-changers tables? (John 2:13-21; Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke19:45-46) Jesus never advocated any kind of rebellion against the Roman government, or even withholding of taxes from it. In Luke 20:25 He said, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” He over-turned the money-changers’ tables because He felt that the priests were abusing their position and power and that the Sabbath Day was being desecrated. 
Ellen G. White writes, “The people of God will recognize human government as an ordinance of divine appointment and will teach obedience to it as a sacred duty within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims conflict with the claims of God, the word of God must be recognized as above all human legislation. Thus saith the Lord is not to be set aside for Thus saith the church or the state. The crown of Christ is to be uplifted above the diadems of earthly potentates.-Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 402. 

Have You Not Read…?: - Jesus often encountered open hostility from the most powerful and influential people – the religious leaders of His time. To avoid any kind of conflict and argument, Jesus often simply referred the priests and rulers to the Scriptures by simply replying, “Have ye not read…? Jesus not only referred to the Scriptures but even sacred history. He always tried to bring them to some common ground. 

Question: - How can we be sure that our hearts and minds aren’t as hard and blind as the Pharisees and priests in Jesus’ day? How can we deal with our differences in a way that keeps us united?
The Centurion: - Matthew 8:5-13 and Luke 7:1-10 gives us an account of the centurion, who came to Jesus to ask for healing for his servant. Although, the Roman centurion was a man with considerable military power and authority, according to Jewish law, Jesus would not have been allowed to enter the Centurion’s house because he was a gentile. But the Roman recognized the superiority of the Jewish faith and realized that no one except Jesus could help his servant. 

The centurion, in a humble manner, pleads with Jesus to just say the word and he knows his servant can be healed. This truly amazed the surrounding crowd as well. Hearing such a deep, living faith expressed by a Gentile convert must have been very inspiring to all in the crowd. Even Jesus was ‘amazed at him and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” (Luke 7:9) 

The centurion who came for help ended up teaching the disciples an important lesson about their own faith and discipleship goals. How amazed would we be if someone rich and powerful and famous today came forward and made a public declaration of his or her faith, especially if it was our own denomination’s faith? 
Judgement Day: - Jesus had tried much reaching the rich, the famous, and the powerful religious leaders, especially during the last days of His trial and death. He was taken before Annas, Caiaphas, the full Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, and then Pilate again. They shuffled Him between their courtrooms, their councils, and their judgement halls, unaware of the fact that whatever judgement they will pronounce on Him or against Him will ultimately be the judgement pronounced against themselves. 

And yet it was Pilate, a secular ruler, who appeared closest to accepting Jesus as Messiah as we see in the exchange of dialogue with him in John 18:33-38.  But during most of that time, Jesus said almost nothing. Why was that? Commenting on those experiences in Desire of Ages, Ellen White implied that His silence was a greater rebuke to most of those power-intoxicated individuals than it would have been if He had rebuked them openly. 
In Acts 6:7 and 15:5 we are told that there were some priests and some believers who were members of the Sanhedrin accepted Jesus as the Messiah and became Christians.  Ellen White says that there were people who did not sleep that weekend because they were searching the Scriptures to see if Jesus was indeed the Messiah. (The Desire of Ages, p. 775.1)
Question: -What methods of witnessing did Jesus use? Jesus’ style of witnessing was a unique one! It involved:

· meeting and sympathizing with them (they were never turned away)

· ministering to them (He continued to point them to salvation through Scripture references and thought-provoking stories)

· trying to win their confidence (the final object of His efforts, especially in those last hours of His life)

In standing before these powerful rulers both Jesus and Paul were:

· were respectful in their manner,

· considerate of their audience, and

· Clear and concise in their words.
The Early Explosion: - Considering the public ministry of Jesus and the way He came in contact with the multitudes, should not surprise us that the early church grew so rapidly. Some of the new converts were still waiting for circumstances to enable them to make the right choice. But the resurrection of Jesus broke those barriers that were preventing them from publicly declaring their new found faith in Jesus the Messiah. 

People do not often suddenly become converted. Usually, there is a long period of time when they are considering their options and thinking about what they want to do with their lives before they apparently have a sudden conversion. 

“It is by no casual, accidental touch that wealthy, world-loving, world-worshiping souls can be drawn to Christ. These persons are often the most difficult of access. Personal effort must be put forth for them by men and women imbued with the missionary spirit, those who will not fail or be discouraged. Some are especially fitted to work for the higher classes.”  (Ellen G. White, Ministry of Healing, p. 213.3-4)

In our day, what kinds of people are best situated to witness to the powerful in business and political positions?
· We should not be afraid to witness; but, we should be skilled at witnessing to each person in an appropriate way in light of their own background. 
· We should be skilled at witnessing to each person in an appropriate way in light of their own background.
· Most important of all, before we witness to others, we ourselves must have a clear understanding of the gospel. 
· If we are comfortable with our position and our relationship with Jesus Christ, it is much easier for us to witness to others.
How is our discipleship success measured? By the number of people who hear us or by the number of people who respond?

How is our church involved in witnessing? Is it known for the community benefit programs? How much effort is it putting in getting the members involved in witnessing and Evangelism? Do not be afraid or discouraged by the result, however. God is willing to speak through us and be responsible for the response. 
Thought Question: why the public ministries of Joseph (Gen. 41:43) and Daniel (Dan. 2:48) were successful and who benefited from their faithful service?  Let us continue to pray for the World leaders!

God Bless You!!! 
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