Lesson – 9                                      September 1, 2012                                 Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 9 Final Events 
Read for your study:  1 Thess. 5:1-11, Gen. 3:15-24, Isa. 13:6-9, Luke 21:34-36, Rom. 1:18.
Memory Text: “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation” (1 Thessalonians 5:8 ESV).
Introduction: In our previous lesson we learnt how Paul discussed the ‘comfort and hope of Christ’s coming’ and how we ought to be comforted by the facts and events of His coming,  especially as it relates to loved ones who have died in the Lord - 1Thess. 4:13-18 

Of course, ‘the comfort of Christ’s coming’ presumes that we are prepared for it whether we are among those who have died prior to that great event or we are among those who will be alive when He comes. 

In this week’s lesson, as we come to the final chapter in Paul's first epistle to the Thessalonians, we find him telling how Christians can be "Preparing for Christ's coming" (1Thess. 5:1-11). The focus in this is still on the ‘Second Coming of Jesus’ which Paul expected to take place soon in his day. It is in the light of this event that Paul shifts his focus on the Thessalonians’ need to be constantly in readiness for the Second coming. 

Two thousand years later, we are reading a personal letter from Paul written in the context and culture of the Thessalonians. How should this information affect us in our day-by-day lives? How to prepare for it? Will He find us ready when He comes? Will we be ready should we die before He comes? To find answers to these questions let us dive into our study and learn! 

The Two Sides of Judgement: 
Question: What can we learn about God’s judgment from the Bible? Many believe that the judgement of God is a scary prospect. It may be scary for the impenitent, but in the meantime He is patient with them, at least until that day on which He will vindicate His holiness (Gen. 15:12–16; Rom. 2:1–11). At that time, the impenitent will receive the full force of His fury, which is what sinners deserve when they do not rely upon the gracious atonement Christ offered on the cross. 
On the other hand, the Lord’s judgment is perhaps the most blessed prospect for those who put their faith and confidence in Him. After all, the Almighty not only issues judgment against sin but also judges in favor of righteousness. Men and women who have trusted in the promise of God to save them through His Son Jesus are declared righteous (2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:15–16), and so the Father finds in their favor. Because they are declared righteous at the moment of conversion, God will vindicate His people on that final day, revealing to all creation that He has graciously dealt with them, having provided them with righteousness not their own but that of His only Son Jesus Christ. This is why the Psalmist rejoices in (Psalm 96:10) knowing that he will experience the positive side of divine judgment and enjoy salvation, he calls for the entire world to rejoice in anticipation of that final day. He looks forward to the day when all creation will rejoice as God’s reign is revealed in all its fullness. Matthew Henry comments “Let it be told that Christ’s government will be the world’s happy settlement.” Thus, we must always keep that important truth in mind when we think about judgement. 

Sudden and Unexpected: 
The second coming of Jesus will be sudden, unexpected, and inescapable for the wicked says the author. The Scriptures describe this as “the day of the Lord”, a decisive, intervention by God, with a consequences for disobedience as depicted by Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel (Isa. 13:6-9, Jer. 46:10, Ezek. 30:2-12).
Paul uses this phrase combining with the thief analogy, used by Jesus, to remind the Thessalonians not to be surprised by the coming destruction. He tells them that the surprise will be for those who cry “peace and safety”. They just need to be prepared. 
Proper preparation for the coming of Jesus takes into account that He shall come as a thief in the night. The Lord's coming will be a surprise for many, as the "thief in the night" motif clearly indicates - 1Thess. 5:2; 2Peter 3:10 But for those who heed the warnings of Scripture, the "Day" will not overtake them as a thief - 1Thess. 5:1-2,4 because they will be ready for His coming, though we don't know when it will be because they will have taken to heart the admonitions we shall consider momentarily.
For some He will come when people are saying "Peace and safety!” 1Thess. 5:3 not in troublesome times, but in peaceful times. Yet many Christians seem to think He is coming whenever there is tribulation. When He comes, it will be with "sudden destruction" - 1Thess. 5:3 just as labor pains come upon an expectant woman. There will be no time, nor way to escape this destruction described in more detail in the Second epistle to the Thessalonians - 2Thess. 1:7-10  This "Day" will be one of glory for those who are ready - 2Thess. 1:10 and for those who now "sleep in Jesus" - 1Th 4:13-16. For those prepared for His coming when He does descend - 1Thess.  4:17-18. 
The Believer’s Advantage: 

Question: What will this "Day" mean for us, when the Lord comes "as a thief in the night"? - A day of destruction or a day of delight? It depends upon whether we are prepared for His coming, and proper preparation means we should live as sons of the day. We are “children of light” and “children of the day” – 1 Thess. 5:5 because: 
· We follow Jesus, the ‘Light of the world’ (John 8:12; 12:35-36). 

· We are now in Jesus, and walk in the light - Ephesians 5:8;1Jn 1:5-7 

· We cast off works of darkness, and seek to walk properly - Romans 13:11-14 

We are to be watchful for His coming - 1Thess. 5:6 
· For no one knows the day nor hour - cf. 1Thess. 5:2; Mt 24:36, 42
· Watchfulness includes prayer - 1Peter 4:7 
We are to be watchful and sober for His coming (1 Thess. 5:6) for no one knows neither the day nor the hour (1 Thess. 5:2; Matt. 24:36).  Watchfulness includes prayer. It’s about daily surrender to God. It involves spending serious time with God and in the word of God. 

Constant Watchfulness: 

We are to be sober (1Thess. 5:6-8), the word "sober" means to be temperate or abstinent, especially in regards to wine. In the ancient world soberness was a symbol for philosophical reason says the author.  Paul wants the Thessalonians to be thoughtful and careful in their reasoning from Scripture. It usually used in a more general sense to be sober-minded, watchful, and circumspect says, Barnes. Note how Jesus relates this to watching for His coming in Luke 21:34-36. In all soberness, putting on “the armor of God” (1 Thess. 5:8) such as the breastplate of faith and love which protects our hearts from much evil. Faith comes from the word of God, and love comes from Him who is the word (Romans 10:17; 1 John 3:16). 
Paul uses the imagery of a military guard who is required to be sober, alert and awake at all time. Like a soldier, Christians are to put on their equipment and be ready at all times. Our hope of salvation must serve as a helmet protecting our minds from much fear and doubts. We must be encouraged to wait at all time because God has appointed us to salvation (1 Thess. 5:9-10) through the blood of His Son Jesus Christ (Romans 5: 8-10). 
Question: With faith and love as a breastplate protecting our hearts; with the hope of salvation as a helmet protecting our minds; are we watchful?  Are we serious about His coming? 
"Preparing For Christ's Coming" cannot happen without diligent application of God's Word and active participation in the Lord's church.

Encourage One Another:
In Isaiah 55:8 the prophet declared that God’s ways are not our ways. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declared the Lord”. We cannot comprehend God’s wrath in the light of the plan of salvation. It is beyond the capacity of our understanding ‘for the Lord chastens those He loves’. The biblical concept of the wrath of God is more like a nation’s need for justice in relation to lawbreakers who abuse and oppress others, says the author. Those who persist in wickedness will be punished and destroyed. Because we have all broken the law of God, we would all be subject to the execution of justice were it not for the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
Thus, to be prepared for the coming of the Lord, Paul exhorted Christians to be "sons of light and sons of the day" (1Thess 5:4-7) which necessitate putting on the armor of God (1Thess. 5:8) which also includes edifying and comforting one another (1 Thess. 5:11). 

This last charge to edify and comfort one another is just one of many "one another" passages in the New Testament; here are some of them: 

· Love one another - John 13:34-35 

· Be affectionate to one another, and honor one another - Romans 12:10 
· Serve one another - Galatians 5:13 
· Bear with one another - Ephesians 4:2 
· Submit to one another - Ephesians 5:21 
· Be kind to one another, and forgive one another - Ephesians 4:32 
· Exhort one another - Hebrews 3:13
These are based upon the principle that we are "members of one another" - Romans 12:5
The word ‘comfort’ in Greek is ‘parakaleo’ which means ‘to call to one’s side, call for, summon. The picture is one where someone walks alongside of another, providing comfort, even exhortation. There can be many sources of comfort such as: 
· Each member of the Godhead – 2 Corinthians 1:3; 2 Thess. 2:16-17; Acts 9:31.

· The word of God is source of comfort – Romans 15:4; 1 Thess. 4:18

· Our brethren are to be source of comfort – 1 Thess. 4:18; 5:11

To the Thessalonians, Paul was able to follow-up his command to comfort and edify one another with this statement:  "...just as you also are doing." (1Thess. 5:11)  They were already comforting and edifying one another.  
Conclusion: As we wait for the coming for the Lord, we are blessed not to wait alone, for the Lord's church is here to comfort and edify us. There are individuals who labor among us, and are over us in the Lord to meet our needs, making it easier for us to grow. Others watch over us, and admonish us as necessary - For such blessings we ought to be thankful! But we can do more than just be thankful – prepare, comfort and edify each other till the Lord return! 
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