Lesson – 9                                 November 28, 2015                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 Jeremiah’s Yoke 
Read for your study: - Jer. 16:1-13; Hos. 1:1-3; Jer. 27:1-18; Dan. 4:25; Jeremiah 28:1-17; 2 Tim. 4:3-4.
Memory Text: - And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me (Luke 9:23). 
Introduction: - All through the book of Jeremiah we observe that the prophet taught the people not only by words, but by symbols. At one time he took his mantle and hid it in the earth till it was soiled and worn, and then taught them something by wearing it. At another time he took an earthen pot and broke it in their presence. And on this occasion he put a yoke about his own neck as the token that Israel should be subdued beneath the power of Nebuchadnezzar. This was a strange method of teaching to illustrate an object lesson. Will the day come when we might have to do something similar? (Luke 9:23). Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 
A Solitary Life: - God commanded Jeremiah not to marry and have children. He was not to participate in either ceremony for mourning or celebration feasts. He was to live a solitary life. What was it suppose to mean to the young men of Jeremiah’s days, or our time? 
Hosea was asked by God to marry a prostitute who turned back to her old ways after being married to him. That was clearly to illustrate the spiritual prostitution that had come over the nation of Israel. But, Jeremiah was asked to live a very strict, celibate life which was very rare, even extreme, for that time and culture. Children were considered to be very important at that time when passing along one’s name and property to an heir. So, why did God ask Jeremiah not to marry? 

Jeremiah 16:3-4 says, “I will tell you what is going to happen to the children who are born here and to their parents. 4They will die of terrible diseases, and no one will mourn for them or bury them. Their bodies will lie like piles of manure on the ground. They will be killed in war or die of starvation, and their bodies will be food for the birds and the wild animals.—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation (2nd ed., Jeremiah 16:3-4). New York: American Bible Society. 
Possibly, Jeremiah’s solitary life was supposed to warn the children of Israel of the difficult times that were coming when they would lose not only materially but also family and friends, etc. Whereas, Jeremiah had only the Lord to depend upon! 

Jeremiah’s Yoke: - Jeremiah was commanded to go about Jerusalem wearing a yoke on his neck, as well as to send yokes to the kings of the neighboring countries, to indicate that they, together with Judah, should submit themselves to Babylonian rule. 
The yoke was usually made from a circular wooden halter and placed on the animal’s neck, and harnessed to a plow, cart, or other vehicle. Two pegs on each side, with the neck of the animal between them, were placed to the halter from underneath. A harness which encircled the neck of the animal from underneath was attached to these pegs. The other parts of the harness connected to the cart, plow, or other vehicle were connected to the halter of the yoke itself. Usually the yoke was designed for two animals, but yokes for one animal were also very common.
What was the meaning of the yoke that Jeremiah wore? In the Bible, the yoke was a symbol of servitude. In order to emphasize the weight of oppression, the yoke is sometimes described as of iron (Deut. 28:48). It was also a symbol of the burden of slavery or taxes upon the people (I Kings 12:11), while freedom from oppression was described in poetic and prophetic literature as the breaking of the yoke (Jer. 5:5). 
Jeremiah was trying to represent what was going to happen to the people of Judah in Babylonian captivity. Hananiah , the son of Azzur, the prophet of Gibeon, who latter broke the yoke which Jeremiah was wearing as a sign that God said, "I will break the yoke of the King of Babylon," while Jeremiah prophesied that in place of the yoke of wood there would come a yoke of iron (Jer. 28).
War of the Prophets: - Bad news is never welcomed! And thus was the case in Judah with Jeremiah as he walked around wearing the yoke around his neck, giving message of warning to the people. “The amazement of the assembled council of nations knew no bounds when Jeremiah, carrying the yoke of subjection about his neck, made known to them the will of God.” -Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 444. 
Jeremiah 27-29 narrates a crisis Jeremiah was facing in his ministry with the false prophets who were promising the people peace and who were giving the people a reason to ignore his message and his warnings of judgment. 

Jeremiah’s perspective is that Judah has violated the covenant; they have not been faithful to the LORD. One of the covenant curses that God had warned he would bring against his people was the covenant curse of military invasion and exile. Jeremiah is warning the people that God is using the Babylonians as his instrument of judgment.

The prophets that opposed Jeremiah have a fundamentally different understanding of the covenant. They believe that God has chosen Israel as his special people, and that God is obligated because of that to bless them and that God is going to protect them no matter what. 

We have two prophetic messages. We also have a cause-and-effect relationship here because in 27 to 29, Do we believe Jeremiah, and do we submit to Babylon? Do we change our ways, or, do we believe in the false promises of the prophets of peace and continue the resistance? 
If we face similar situation in our church today, how do we respond; who do we believe? This is a serious thing. The life of the nation of Judah and their fate is ultimately going to be determined by how they respond to this message. Similarly, the life and the fate of our church will be determined by how we respond to the warning message. What we believe about God, and the ideas that we have about God, ultimately determine the most important decisions and actions that we make in life. The theology of the prophets of peace and the theology of the prophet Jeremiah give us two very different understandings of reality. How people act on the basis of those theologies is ultimately going to determine the fate of Judah. So today, when people say, “You know, we need to give up our debates about theology; it’s not important anyway. “Let’s just focus on living out what it means to be a Christian.” I think they are undermining the importance of something that’s very real: the way that our theology ultimately determines our behavior in our Christian walk. 
The message for us today is to “learn from the past, so you don't make the same errors that your forefathers did” 
The Yoke of Iron:- Jeremiah’s wooden yoke was broken in pieces by Hananiah. But, God said He would replace it with an iron one. It would be virtually impossible to break an iron yoke. Was that a message of revenge from Jeremiah? Or, was Jeremiah trying to make it even more clear that rebellion against God would result in even more serious consequences? 
Let’s remember the message of Hananiah. Jeremiah is proclaiming “Submit to Babylon,” he’s wearing the wooden yoke. “You cannot resist, God has decreed the sovereignty of the Babylonians over the nations.” Hananiah is very aggressive. He says, “Listen, Jeremiah has got it all wrong, instead of this being a long-term problem, within two years we will be delivered and everything about this Babylonian crisis will be over.” 

How many of us have learned the hard way the problems connected with being obstinate? Is it difficult to submit to the Lord? Shouldn’t we recognize that God’s ways are always the best ways even though we might not like them at the time? 
What lessons should we learn from this passage of Jeremiah 28:15? The great controversy is all about who is telling us the truth–God or Satan. Anything that deviates from the truth is a lie. As recorded in John 14:6, Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Satan will try in every way possible especially at the end of this world’s history to imitate Jesus’ manner of coming, His way of speaking, His ability to perform miracles, etc., in order to deceive, if possible, the very elect. (Matthew 24:23-24) 

Ellen G. White tells us, “We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.—Ellen G. White, General Conference Bulletin, January 29, 1893 par. 5; February 20, 1899 par. 16; RH, October 12, 1905 par. 22; Life Sketches 196.2; CET 204.1; TM 31.1; 3SM 162.3; LDE 72.1; YRP 229.4. 

The message of Jeremiah was true and straight forward: submit to the Babylonians and you will live. It’s a message that says, “You need to recognize your sin, you need to recognize the judgment that God is bringing on you and God will ultimately restore us when we turn back to him.” It is absolutely a matter of life and death how we respond to God’s word. It is the most important decision in life, and we are constantly reminded throughout the book of Jeremiah: how do we listen to God’s word?  How do we respond to God? It is an issue of life and death! 

God Bless You!!!
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