Lesson – 9                                            March 2, 2013                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 Marriage: A gift from Eden
Read for your study: Gen. 2:18-25, Mark 10:7-9, Eph. 5:22-25, Matt. 5:27-30,2 Cor. 3:18.
Memory Text: “The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Genesis 2:18

Introduction: Marriage is the oldest institution known to man. It goes back to the creation and the Garden of Eden where God himself performed the first marriage ceremony. It has been the foundation for every civilization that has ever existed; the covenant relationship that God ordained between the man and woman He created. 
In relation to this week’s topic, I am reminded of the introductory remarks in the first lesson of the third quarter, 2007 “For Better or for Worse” authored by Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Christo. It says, “Marriage was meant to be one of the most uplifting and edifying aspects of human existence. It was designed to reveal our humanity in ways that nothing else could. As if God, after the earth came forth from His creative word, hadn't already done enough for the race. In His love for us He gave us more, perhaps what was to be even the best blessing of all—marriage.
When God finished making the world a home on the sixth day of creation, God said, “Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness…” After God made man…He knew man needed a companion.  We read in Genesis 2 that God said the loneliness of man was not good, so He created a helper suitable for him: a companion, a friend. God intended that man and woman would share a deep and lasting relationship that would bless them physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually while simultaneously be glorifying to Him. This was all in respect to the relationship that God wanted to have with his created beings. 
God created millions of angels in heaven. But, when it came for this earth to be filled with human beings, He made just two. Why the difference? Ellen G. White tells us that human beings were “a new and distinct order of beings.” (RH Feb. 11, 1902; 1BC 1081.3; SD 7.2) 
God intended for us to have children out of a loving marriage relationship. The process of giving birth to those children and caring for them and training them to be responsible adults is a very important lesson for us in our understanding of God’s relationship and challenges in dealing with us as His children. 

Further in Patriarch and Prophets, p. 46 she writes, “God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of the universe. ‘Marriage is honorable’ (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it is one of the two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it provides for man’s social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature.” 
This week’s lesson focuses on relationship called marriage, which has been under attack in today’s culture. From the 1950s to the first decade of the 21st century, the divorce rate has escalated rapidly. We are at the point now where society largely considers divorce a viable option for anyone unhappy with their marriage.  This was not God’s original plan! Let us dive into our study and find out what was God’s original intention in establishing this sacred institution! 
Lo Tov: (Not Good)

God created the world each day step-by-step. And at the end of each day pronounced it ‘good’ until He had finished everything including Adam and pronounced it ‘very good’. Then God brought all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air to Adam to name them. Each came in pairs and Adam named them. 
After Adam named the animals God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Genesis 2: 18 
Question: Why do you think God did not create Eve at the same time as Adam, like He did for the animals? Is there any significance of the delay? Did Adam feel that he was lonely after naming the animals in pair or was it God who felt Adam’s solitude? 
A Companion for Adam: 
Just like Adam was formed out of the dust, God could have formed Eve out of the dust too. But instead God chose to create Eve from Adam’s rib. 
Question: Why do you think God chose to create Eve from a rib of Adam?  Commenting on Genesis 2:23 Matthew Henry said that the woman was "not made out of his head to top him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved!' 
In Genesis2:23 Adam’s initial feeling upon seeing Eve was not romance but relief comments Gordon Christo (Third Quarter, 2007). In Hebrew his first word can be translated variously as "now," or "this time," but the translation that fits best is "At last!" Now, at last, here was a living being with whom he could truly identify. She was not just his counterpart; being made from his rib, she was a literal part of him. 
She was to be a true companion for Adam sharing, experiencing and understanding each other’s nature because she was a part of him. Adam was expected to recognize Eve as a part of himself. The fact that Eve was made from a rib taken out of Adam was significant when Adam later considered whether or not to join Eve in sin. Reflecting on Genesis2:24 Jesus declared that husband and wife "are no longer two, but one" (Matt. 19:6, NIV). This could one reason why Adam ate the fruit given to him by Eve. He just couldn’t think being separate from her. 
Ideal Marriage: 
Question: Why are so many marriages failing?  What are the most important factors that keep a couple together? 
The ideal marriage did not last long. As soon as sin entered this world, everything changed. The perfect environment became imperfect. Perfect lives became imperfect. Thoughts and attitude towards human relationship changed. Jealousy, pride and anger took roots. Finally, murder took place. 

But there are two institutions which still continue to bring blessings to us from the Garden of Eden are the seventh -day Sabbath and marriage. It would be a wonderful thing if  all Christians–could have marriages as God originally intended. Wouldn’t the world roll its eyes and flock to our doors to find our secret?
By contrast, author William Faulkner once called marriage a “failure” and wrote that, “The only way to get any peace out of it is…to keep the first one [wife] and stay as far away from her as much as you can, with the hope of someday outliving her.” 
Question: What does this say to you about the current state of marriage? Is there a solution to the discord that sin has brought into the marriage relationship? 

In Ephesians 5:22-25 Paul gives us a good advice saying, “Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” 
Marriage is God's good gift to mankind, and He intended it to bring joy and fulfillment. Marriage itself is good because God created it, but it can only be experienced in its fullness if Christ is at the center. All the tragedy of divorce could have and still can be averted by giving Christ the central place in your life and marriage. Do that and begin to experience the joy that awaits you.
Protecting What’s Precious: 
In today’s world, anywhere we turn we see and hear news of immorality, sexual misconduct and rape and abuse on women. We are just surrounded by it. In our society so-called sex appeal is used to sell almost everything. Whether it is a laundry soap or a new car, sexually attractive women or men are used to catch our attention. How can we protect ourselves from this?  Can stricter laws help protect the women? There were laws against such immoral activities during Jesus’ time. In fact God gave it in one of the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery”. 
Ellen G. White expresses it saying, “If all who profess to obey the law of God were free from iniquity, my soul would be delivered; but they are not. Even some who profess to keep all the commandments of God are guilty of the sin of adultery. What can I say to arouse their benumbed sensibilities? Moral principle, strictly carried out, becomes the only safeguard of the soul.—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Health, pp. 621,622.
Though we are sinful beings, we must struggle between that very high moral standard yet on the other hand balance the way Jesus dealt with the woman caught in adultery. 
Marriage as a Metaphor for the Church: 
A covenant is a contract, an agreement, between two parties. When God is one of those parties, it is a very serious contract, a sacred agreement. In fact, God looked at the Old Covenant as a "marriage" contract between Himself and Israel. Through prophet Jeremiah, He tells Israel, "I am married to you" (Jeremiah 3:14). He considered Israel to be His wife! Almost a millennium after the covenant's ratification, Jeremiah quotes God as He remembers the events of Mount Sinai: "the kindness of your youth, the love of your betrothal, when you went after Me in the wilderness" (Jeremiah 2:2).
In Ezekiel 16:8, the prophet Ezekiel, quoting God, connects the Old Covenant with marriage: When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the time of love; so I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine.

Throughout the Bible, marriage is used to describe the relationship between God and His covenant people. 
Question: What is God trying to say to His people through these passages? In these passages, the relationship within the ideal marriage is compared with the relationship of God and His people, says the author.  God invites His people to join with Him in an intimate relationship. This is an amazing picture of God’s interest in His people and His desire to bring us into His fellowship. 

How is our relationship with our God each day? Are we faithful or unfaithful? 
God Bless You!!!
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