Lesson – 9                                          November 29, 2014                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 One Lawgiver and Judge 
Read for your study: - James 4:11-17; Acts 17:11; Heb.4:15-16; Luke 12:13-21; Eccl. 2:15-19; Titus 2:14

Memory Text: - There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? James 4:12 NIV
Introduction: - Have you ever been critical of law or other human beings? Have you ever thought that you were above the law? Why do societies in our day tend to be so disrespectful toward law enforcement? How should we draw the line between being too rigid and legalistic about keeping the law versus being casual about law-keeping and taking an attitude that it is of little concern to us because God’s forgiveness will take care of every sin?

This lesson is about God’s law, its violation, and how we relate ourselves to it and other people! Let us dive into our study and learn what James has to say in this lesson! 
Judgement or Discernment: - According to James 4:11, what does it mean to slander or judge another Christian? In this passage and the verse that follows, James is rebuking certain Christians under his apostolic authority for speaking evil of one another and for judging one another. To enforce his call to stop this evil practice, James tells them that he who speaks evil of his brother and judges his brother is actually speaking evil of the law of God and judging the law of God! How can this be so? 
In Leviticus 19:16, God commands: “Do not go about spreading slander among your people.  “Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the Lord.” How do we define ‘slander’? It could mean “speaking against”, bearing false witness, or using angry words.  So, if a man knows this law and chooses to disobey it, his actions speak against the goodness of the law and condemn it. 

However, while we should not be judging others, we must learn to have spiritual discernment. What is spiritual discernment? Paul admonished the church of Galatia saying, “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1) What Paul emphasizes in this passage is that we should deal with people gently! 
The Lawgiver is Judge: - James also teaches that it is not our place to be judges of God’s law, but doers of God’s law. It is our duty to obey all whatever God’s law commands. But when we begin to decide if the law is good or consider disregarding the law, then we set ourselves up as judges of God’s law. 

James reiterates the words of Prophet Isaiah (33: 22) that there is one and only one lawgiver, the supreme lawgiver over men. And that lawgiver is God. “For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is he who will save us.” 
What did Jesus mean when He said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments!” Is Jesus the lawgiver? God has committed all judgment unto the Son, for without controversy He is God manifest in the flesh. (John 5:22; 1 Timothy 3:16) 
The Messiah is spoken of as a ‘lawgiver ‘in Genesis 49:10 and throughout the Psalms and prophets as He will rule all nations (Psa. 2:9-12; 22:27-28; Isa. 2:4; Dan. 2:44; 7:13-14). 
Ellen G. White comments saying, “God designed that the Prince of sufferers in humanity should be judge of the whole world. He who came from the heavenly courts to save man from eternal death; . . . He who submitted to be arraigned before an earthly tribunal, and who suffered the ignominious death of the cross-He alone is to pronounce the sentence of reward or of punishment.-Ellen G. White, Maranatha, p. 341. As both Lawgiver and Savior, Christ is uniquely qualified to be our Judge. 
Aren’t you glad that Jesus is the Judge? (John 5:22) It is so much better to let Him do the judging because He knows the full details of every case. There really is only one legitimate Lawgiver and Judge. (James 4:12) We could not ask for a more compassionate Judge. (Isaiah 33:22; 11:1-5; Hebrews 4:15-16; Revelation 19:11-16)
Planning Ahead: - Is it wrong to plan for your financial future? Further, James focuses his attention on the rich. Of course, in Jesus’ day, there were no retirement plans, 401(k) s, or government pension plans. In order to be certain that one would be cared for in his old age, he might have needed to have a large amount stored away. 

Someone has said, “Plan as if Christ were not coming for years but live each day as if Christ were coming tomorrow.” One must not make his plans too definite, “Instead you ought to say, if the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that” (James 4:15). 

Life is uncertain. We do not know when we will lose our breath. In James 4:14, our breath is termed as “vapor” or “mist’. In Hebrew the word is hebel (breath, vapor), which occurs 38 times in Ecclesiastes and is often translated as vanity, it emphasizes the transitory nature of life. Thus, like Solomon, James reminded us that we can never know for sure what tomorrow will bring. 
James gives us the proper perspective for life.
1- Don’t be quick to make plans in life
2- Recognize how quickly life disappears
3- Seek the Lord’s will in all things
4- Acknowledge the sin of doing nothing
Have we carefully balanced our Christian concerns and needs with our own financial needs and the needs of our families? If we put Christ first in our lives, could we possibly lose?

Knowing and Doing what is Good: - What crucial point is James making in James 4:15-17? In James 4:17, James introduced a new definition of sin. Sin is not just avoiding doing what is wrong; it also includes failing to do what is right. In other words, James is dealing here with attitude of self – dependence. 

John defines sin as ‘the transgression of the law’. 1 John 3:4  But in this passage, James defines sin as: “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
How can we know where God wants us to go and what He wants us to do? It is so much easier just to do what we feel like doing. But, are our plans better and more rewarding than God’s plans for us? Do we have the courage to step out in faith and do something for God and see what happens? 
Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”
It should be obvious that the smart thing to do in life is to seek the Lord! We must seek to know Him and seek to do His will in life! 
Boasting is evil. Why is it evil? Because if we did something good we are not the author of it, God is! He created us and created the good in us. We should never take the credit that belongs to God. That’s the same as stealing from God. 
Paul tells the Ephesians: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 
So what are we suppose to do? Paul’s admonish is “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 

This is the best thing to do in life and the most correct thing to do! 

God Bless You!!!
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