Lesson – 9                                    November 26, 2011                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 Paul’s Pastoral appeal 
Read for your study: Gal. 4:12–20, 1 Cor. 11:1, Phil. 3:17, 1 Cor. 9:19–23, 2 Cor. 4:7–12.

Memory Text: “Friends, I beg you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are” (Galatians 4

HYPERLINK "http://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2:2":12, NRSV).

Introduction: So far we have been studying and working our way Sabbath by Sabbath through the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatians. The advantages of this study is that we cover the whole counsel of God—at least as it is revealed through Paul in this portion of God’s Word to us. 
Up to this point, Paul had been using theological arguments which had been carefully thought through in making his case as strong as possible based on Christian principles including arguments from the Old Testament. 
In our previous study you have noticed that the apostle Paul is passionate about truth. He is exceedingly zealous for God’s truth to be understood, believed, and proclaimed. He had planted a number of churches in the region of Galatia. As a result of his ministry several churches sprang up into existence. The people were marvelously converted to Christ as they believed the gospel of God’s grace. 

Ellen White tells us that “The Galatians were taught the fundamental truths concerning "God the Father" and "our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father." "By the hearing of faith" they received the Spirit of God and became "the children of God by faith in Christ." Galatians 1:3, 4; 3:2, 26. 
However, some time after Paul left the region false teachers arrived in the region and started teaching that Paul had got the gospel only half right. For the first three chapters in his letter to the Galatians the apostle Paul has been trying to clarify the difference between his teaching and that of the false teachers. But Paul’s approach changes in Galatians 4:12. 
Let us dive into our study with this background! 

The Heart of Paul: 

In Galatians 4:12-20 he continues his discourse but changes his approach. His bitter feeling against the false teachers subsides, and he now appeals to the Galatians with deep feeling and passionate tenderness.  He turned to a personal appeal. It is an emotional appeal. In this section of his letter he talks about his relationship with his congregations. In fact, he talks about a pastor’s perplexity regarding the members of the congregation drifting off into error. 

John MacArthur notes that Paul’s words here in Galatians 4:12-20 are the strongest words of personal affection that Paul uses in any of his letters. Instead of scolding them, he pours out his heart expressing his profound concern for them. He says, in effect, “I care about you very much. I love you deeply just as you have loved me deeply. Please listen to what I have to say because I am perplexed about you!” 

Commentator John Stott says, “In Galatians 1-3 we have been listening to Paul the apostle, Paul the theological, Paul the defender of the faith; but now we are hearing Paul the man, Paul the pastor, Paul the passionate lover of souls.”
Commenting on the Passion of Paul, Ellen White says, “Paul's manner of life while among the Galatians was such that he could afterward say, "I beseech you, be as I am." Galatians 4:12. His lips had been touched with a live coal from off the altar, and he was enabled to rise above bodily infirmities and to present Jesus as the sinner's only hope. Those who heard him knew that he had been with Jesus. Endued with power from on high, he was able to compare spiritual things with spiritual and to tear down the strongholds of Satan. Hearts were broken by his presentation of the love of God, as revealed in the sacrifice of His only-begotten Son, and many were led to inquire, what must I do to be saved?
Commenting further she says, “This method of presenting the gospel characterized the labors of the apostle throughout his ministry among the Gentiles. Always he kept before them the cross of Calvary. "We preach not ourselves," he declared in the later years of his experience, "but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 2 Corinthians 4:5, 6
The consecrated messengers who in the early days of Christianity carried to a perishing world the glad tidings of salvation, allowed no thought of self-exaltation to mar their presentation of Christ and Him crucified. They coveted neither authority nor pre-eminence. Hiding self in the Saviour, they exalted the great plan of salvation, and the life of Christ, the Author and Finisher of this plan. Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever, was the burden of their teaching. – The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 208, 209. 
The Challenge to Become:  

Read 1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 3:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:7–9 and Acts 26:28, 29. 
Question: What is Paul trying to say in these passages that reflect in Galatians 4:12? 
In all these passages Paul presents himself as an example, a role model that believers should follow. He encourages them to imitate his Christian behaviour to ‘become like him’. Paul’s goal for the Galatians was clearly that they become Christ-like. (Galatians 4:19) So, he appeals to them saying, “I plead with you,’ or ‘I urge you’ to become like me.” 
Paul was formerly a Pharisee and devoutly committed to Judaism. In fact, Paul was a brilliant man, having the equivalent of two earned doctorates. He was also a persecutor of Christians. He stood by as Stephen, the first martyr of the first century church, was stoned, and secured permission to rout the Christians in Damascus. It was while he was on his way to Damascus that Jesus Christ revealed himself to Paul. Paul believed the Gospel received salvation and began to do good works as a result.

Paul experienced profound freedom and joy when he became a Christian. No longer was he under the bondage of the law. No longer was he like a slave. He was now set free to worship and serve Christ. He was a new creation in Christ. The gospel was profoundly liberating to him. That is why he said to the Galatians, “I plead with you, brothers, become like me.”

Later, Paul expressed a similar sentiment to King Agrippa. At the time, Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea. The Jewish leaders wanted Paul killed and asked Governor Festus to arrest him. Festus arrested Paul, but upon investigation found no basis for bringing charges against him. While King Agrippa was visiting, Festus asked Agrippa to hear the case so that charges could be specified against Paul. In his appearance before King Agrippa, Paul shared he had come to believe the gospel. 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains” (Acts 26:28-29). 
In other words, Paul said to Agrippa, “I don’t want you to be a prisoner like me, but I do want you to know and experience true freedom and joy, which is found only in the gospel of grace.” 
Paul himself had reached the conclusion that everything else is just rubbish. To him, the love, joy, freedom, and salvation he found in Jesus Christ meant everything. There was no question in his mind but that it was worth dying for. We should all have Paul’s attitude. Our greatest desire should be to know Christ, to believe the gospel, and to know true freedom and joy, and for others to know it too! 
Ellen White writes, “To substitute external forms of religion for holiness of heart and life is still as pleasing to the unrenewed nature as it was in the days of these Jewish teachers. Today, as then, there are false spiritual guides, to whose doctrines many listen eagerly. It is Satan's studied effort to divert minds from the hope of salvation through faith in Christ and obedience to the law of God. In every age the archenemy adapts his temptations to the prejudices or inclinations of those whom he is seeking to deceive. In apostolic times he led the Jews to exalt the ceremonial law and reject Christ; at the present time he induces many professing Christians, under pretense of honoring Christ, to cast contempt on the moral law and to teach that its precepts may be transgressed with impunity. It is the duty of every servant of God to withstand firmly and decidedly these perverters of the faith and by the word of truth fearlessly to expose their errors.  – The Acts of the Apostles, p. 387. 

I Have Become as You Are : 
Question: Many of us may ask like the Galatians “Why should we become like you, Paul?” 

Paul’s response to the Galatians was, “For I became like you” Galatians 4:12b The author points out that his comment about having become like them was a reminder of how, although he was a Jew, he had become a Gentile “without the law” so that he might reach the Gentiles among them with the gospel. As the great missionary to the Gentile world, Paul had learned how to preach the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles. In fact, according to 1 Corinthians 9:19–23, though the gospel remained the same, Paul’s method varied depending on the people he was trying to reach! 
Commenting on Galatians Timothy George says, “Paul was a pioneer in what we call today contextualization, the need to communicate the gospel in such a way that it speaks to the total context of the people to whom it is addressed.”—Timothy George, The New American Commentary: Galatians (Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), p. 321. 
Paul became like them – Paul was a missionary. In order to reach people with the gospel, missionaries immerse themselves in the culture of the people, learn how they think, how to communicate best with them. That’s what Paul did. Paul became like them in order to bring them to Christ, now Paul is asking them to become like him. 
Although contextualization is not always easy, “insofar as we are able to separate the heart of the gospel from its cultural cocoon, to contextualize the message of Christ without compromising its content, we too should become imitators of Paul.”—Timothy George, Galatians, pp. 321, 322.
Then and Now: 
When Paul went to Galatia, he did not remain disconnected from the Galatians. Rather, he got involved in their lives and adopted many of their customs (see 1 Corinthians 9:19-22). He presented the gospel of Christ in a different way. 
Ellen White precisely points out Paul’s method of preaching by saying, “To the Gentiles, he preached Christ as their only hope of salvation, but did not at first have anything definite to say upon the law. But after their hearts were warmed with the presentation of Christ as the gift of God to our world, and what was comprehended in the work of the Redeemer in the costly sacrifice to manifest the love of God to man, in the most eloquent simplicity he showed that love for all mankind,—Jew and Gentile,—that they might be saved by surrendering their hearts to him. Thus when, melted and subdued, they gave themselves to the Lord, he presented the law of God as the test of their obedience. This was the manner of his working,—adapting his methods to win souls. Had he been abrupt and unskillful in handling the word, he would not have reached either Jew or Gentile.

He led the Gentiles along to view the stupendous truths of the love of God, who spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us; and how shall he not, with him also freely give us all things? The question was asked why such an immense sacrifice was required, and then he went back to the types, and down through the Old-Testament Scripture, revealing Christ in the law, and they were converted to Christ and to the law. – Special Testimonies for Ministers and Workers, pp. 54-56.
Question: How did they respond? The Galatians responded to Paul’s love in the same way. They reciprocated his love to them. There were no bad memories of their time together. Now, Paul reminds them of that and asks them to return to how things were before, and to follow him. The attitude of the Galatians towards Paul in the past was commendable. In fact, Paul said, “You have done me no wrong” Vs. 15 says, “if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me.” Whatever the illness, it was serious enough for Paul to have come under the care of the Galatians for an extended period. But instead of ignoring Paul or denying him care, they loved him and cared for him. 

But between the time of the Apostle Paul’s first visit and the time of his writing, things had changed. Their attitude toward him had changed. Their joy was gone. Their respect for him had evaporated. So Paul said in verses 15-16, “What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth?”

There is a deeply significant gospel principle in verse 12. Paul teaches that if we are ever going to impact a community with the gospel, we need to be incarnational. If we want people to become like us, we need to first become like them. Our desire as Christians is for people to know Christ, to believe the gospel, and to experience true freedom and joy, isn’t it? But in order for people to experience that, we will first need to get into their world. We will need to get into their homes and into their lives, and have them into our homes and into our lives. We will need to get to know them, love them, care for them, and experience a deep connection with them. 
Paul’s deep desire was to see Christ formed in the hearts of the Galatians. And so he said in verses 19-20, “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you!” This was Paul’s attitude towards the Galatians. He wanted the Galatians to become like Christ. 

In Conclusion what is Paul trying to teach us in this lesson?
· Believe the gospel of grace and not of works. And that God is holy and you are not. 

· Teach the ‘truth of the Gospel’ to those you want to bring to Christ and imitate Christ. 
· Preach Christ as the only hope of Salvation acknowledging that God sent Jesus, his Son, to earth, and that Jesus lived a perfect life.

· Then he went to the cross and paid the penalty for sin, your sin to save you. 

· Be zealous and passionate for Christ to others.

· Always remember that our goal must be to see Christ formed in us and in others.
God Bless You!!!
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