Lesson – 9                                           March 3, 2012                           Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 9 The Bible and History 
Read for your study:  Ps. 104:1–9, Rev. 1:1–3, 2 Pet. 1:21, Daniel 2, Rev. 12:7–17, Rom. 16:20, 2 Cor. 5:17–19.

Memory Text: ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ says the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty’ "(Revelation 1:8, NKJV)
Introduction: Within the last few decades or more than half of the century of years, major debate has raged in academic circles about some of the most fundamental issues dealing with the Bible and its historicity. Long before the Indiana Jones movies hit the big screens, archaeology (and especially the archaeology of Bible lands) had caught the popular imagination. From its inception in the nineteenth century to its purported decline in the mid-twentieth, the “biblical archaeology” movement was viewed by many as offering reassurances—in the face of the withering challenges of nineteenth-century-style literary criticism—that the Bible was true. 
In 1950 there were reports of the French archaeologists Professors Parrot and Schaeffer on their excavations at Mari and Ugarit. They discovered Cuneiform tablets at Mari on the Euphrates that contained Biblical names, resulting to narratives of the patriarchs into the realm of history. At Ugarit on the Mediterranean, evidence of the Canaanite worship of Baal had come to light for the first time. By a coincidence, a scroll of Isaiah discovered in a cave by the Dead Sea in the same year was dated pre-Christian. These reports opened the door into the biblical historical world. 
The Bible makes it clear that the latter is true. Bible writers in both testaments insist that God directs history and reveals Himself in it. And we firmly believe it. Yet, not all history reveals God’s will. Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” Combining this scripture together with Deuteronomy 29:29—and with an example Daniel 12 when God tells the prophet that the meaning was sealed until the time of the end—we can see that He is clearly telling us He promises to reveal the understanding of prophecy on a "need-to-know" basis. When we need to know, He will tell us. That is His promise. So until that time arrives, precise understanding will be impossible. 
Biblical Christians believe that the Bible writers operated within the framework that God had revealed and that He inspired them to record the most significant events in human history. God often even provides the interpretation of these events so that we can understand what they mean. These verses reveal a divine principle or a pattern. God does not give every detail, but His pattern of behaviour is to let His people know (at least in generalities) what He is going to do. He gives enough information, but not so much that we do not have to live by faith. 
This lesson is about how God has interacted with human beings and, thus, guided human history. Let us dive into our study to learn how God has worked in and through history!
The Past and the Future: We assume that people throughout human history always studied history, but that’s not true. As a matter of fact, if you go back more than a couple of thousand years you’ll find people had no interest in history. The first historian in the West is Herodotus, a Greek who lived in the 5th century BCE. And he’s given the title: Father of History. 
Columbia University historian, Joseph Yerushalmi, who wrote an excellent, highly-praised book called Zahor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory says that “If Herodotus was the father of history; the father of meaning in history was the Jews.” This is a profound idea. 

First, not only were Jews recording history well before Herodotus, but while Herodotus might record the events, the Jews were looking at the deeper meaning, and that deeper meaning can be found most importantly and most significantly within the Bible itself. 
When we look at the world history, it teaches us the history and developments of civilizations. And the door into the historical world of the Old Testament had been thrown open by a Frenchman, Paul –Emile Botta, in 1843. His excavations at Khorsabad in Mesopotamia brought in to light the reliefs of King Sargon II of Assyria, who led Israel into captivity. Accounts of his conquests of Samaria are also described in the Bible. 
For a century now, American, English, French and German scholars have been digging in the Middle East, in Mesopotamia, Palestine and Egypt. In Palestine, places and towns which are frequently mentioned in the Bible are being brought back once more into light of day. They look exactly as the Bible describes them and lie exactly where the Bible locates them. 
Turning just a few pages into the Bible, we read about the first cities known to man after the global flood of Noah’s day. One of Noah’s descendants was a man by the name of Nimrod whose kingdom included the cities of Babel, Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar. And out of the land went forth Asshur and he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah and Resen in the land of Assyria. These first cities lay in a land modern historians call ancient Mesopotamia which means “the land between two rivers” those rivers being the Tigris and the Euphrates. This land later became the staging ground for two of the world’s most feared Empires that of Assyria and Babylon, which is, present day Iraq. 
The ancient Akkadians and Sumerians lived in Mesopotamia. And it should not come as a surprise because both the cities of Akkad and Sumer were mentioned in Genesis 10:10-12 long ago. One of the most amazing finds uncovered in Akkad was that of a seal which possibly shows that the Akkadians knew of the story of the temptation of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
The Bible makes it very clear that in the beginning, God created the entire universe. (Genesis 1:1; Job 38:1-7; Psalms 104:1-9; John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-16) The Bible also makes it very clear that God has future plans for His people and this world. (Revelation 1:1-3, 19; 21:1-6) Down through history, God has made many predictions. Every one of those predictions has come true because it came from divine revelation. And He knows the future and how it will end. (2 Peter 1:21)
The Prophets as Historians: All through the history of the Old Testament, the Bible clearly tells that God had used prophets to speak to His people on His behalf to deliver His messages. 
Jeremiah was one of the prophets whom God used to deliver a message of pending doom upon a nation which had refused to heed his commands. And when the people heard the unpleasant news, some of the leaders of Judah wanted to kill Jeremiah. One such man was named Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, a high ranking prince who served under King Zedekiah. Another was Gedaliah the son of Pashhur. 
Seal impressions once made by both Jehucal and Gedaliah were recently uncovered in Jerusalem a few meters apart dating to a time shortly before the destruction of the city by the Babylonians. The seal reads “Belonging to Jehucal, son of Shelemiah, son of Shovi.” His father, Shelemiah, may also be the same man mentioned on another artifact known as Lachish letter IX which says: “May Yahweh cause my lord to hear tidings of peace! . . . Return word to my servant through Shelemiah giving us instructions as to what action we shall take tomorrow!” 

Jeremiah’s dealings with Jehucal and Gedaliah are recounted in the passages of Scripture recorded in Jeremiah 37:1-38:10.  This passage in the book of Jeremiah is a stunning reminder of the power of God’s Word to be fulfilled in historical events. 
Another historical example that we see is about Ahaz, the King of Judah. Unlike his father, King Jotham, who the Bible says "Became mighty, and ordered his ways before the Lord,” Ahaz became a wicked ruler. The Bible records that he even sacrificed his own sons in the fire, not much unlike the practice of modern day abortionists who sacrifice the sons and daughters of many for mere profit. A mention of Ahaz, found outside of the Bible, was taken from a clay building inscription of Tiglath Pileser III. In accounts from his battles against Israel, between 744 and 727 B.C., he records the following: "From these I received tribute . . . Ahaz, the king of Judah  . . . including gold, silver, iron, fine cloth and many garments made from wool that was dyed in purple . . . as well as all kinds of lavish gifts from many nations and from the kings that rule over them.” 

This confirms 2Kings 16:8 which states: “And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD, and in the treasuries of the king's house, and sent it as a present to the king of Assyria.” The reason God sent Tiglath-Pileser III and his horde of Assyrians against Ahaz can be found in 2Chronicles 28:19-21. 
God’s greatest statement to Ahaz is recorded in Isaiah 7: 10-14, “Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, "Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!" Then he said, "Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 

Isaiah the prophet, in one of God’s prophecies regarding a judgement against the nations of Egypt and Ethiopia, mentions an Assyrian king by the name of Sargon. This posed a problem to archaeologist back in the earliest days of their field of study, because an obelisk stone with the names of all the Assyrian kings that had ruled that kingdom was uncovered which made no mention of Sargon. On its discovery the University of Chicago made a bold statement that they had found a glaring contradiction in the Bible. They assumed the scripture was in error since Sargon’s name wasn’t found engraved on this stone. But a funny thing occurred; you could say it was God’s little sense of humour on men of science. Eventually they found the royal palace of Sargon, and a majestic one it was at that. How come they knew it was Sargon’s palace? Well because the bricks lining the palace walls were engraved with his name. Not only was his name found, but his capture of the city of Ashdod as mentioned in Isaiah 20, was engraved on the palace walls as well. And not only that, but digs from the city of Ashdod itself later turned up fragments from a monument which recorded this victory. One of the inscriptions read: “Sargon, king of Assyria, who conquered Samaria and the entire region of Israel, he who made captives of Ashdod.” Well, it seems like archeology always catches up to the truth found in the Bible. And the truth that Isaiah wrote concerning Sargon came to pass showing that God’s prophets also serve as historians too! 

Daniel 2 and the providence of God in History: 

According to the Bible in Daniel 1:3-4, during the invasion of Jerusalem in 606 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon instructed Ashpenaz the Master of his eunuchs, to bring back some of the children of Israel to serve in the king's palace and to teach them the language and literature of the Chaldeans. He picked Daniel along with his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 
Remarkably, the office of Master of the Eunuchs has been confirmed by Archaeology. Inside the British museum is a clay tablet inscribed with the words "Rab-Saris."  In Aramaic, the word Rab interpreted means Master and Saris  (- saw-reece') means Eunuchs. 

Another amazing fact about the book of Daniel is that in 1947 the first of the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered. They contained fragments of all the books of the Old Testament except the book of Esther. Among them is a copy of Daniel. Chapters 2:4 through chapters 7:28 are written in the ancient Aramaic language known as Chaldee (the language of Babylon), the same language used in documents of the 7th century B.C..  This is another confirmation of the fact that the events spoken of in the book of Daniel were written down by Daniel during the time of his captivity in Babylon. 
One of the greatest stories in the Bible is found in Daniel chapter 2, where Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has a dream which troubles him greatly. Daniel, along with his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, prayed to God that night that he would reveal the dream to them so that their lives might be spared. During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision, and Daniel praised the God of Heaven. This chapter though written about 2600 years ago shows that God knows the future and how history has unfolded exactly as God predicted. What a providence of God!  
The Great Controversy and History: 
In Ezekiel 28:15, we are told that God created the angel Lucifer perfect in all his ways. God did not create sin, or an imperfect being. There was no reason for Lucifer to fall from his exalted position. However, God gives His creatures freedom of choice and Lucifer chose to rebel against God’s government and authority.  He is the originator of sin. He was perfect until he developed iniquity—a trait that God never put there. 
When Lucifer rebelled against God, he was thrown from heaven and became Satan, “the adversary.” If God had chosen to destroy Lucifer at that point, some would have served God from fear rather than from love. Lucifer’s influence and the spirit of rebellion would not have been fully eradicated. Instead, for the good of the entire universe through ceaseless ages, God allowed Lucifer to fully develop his charges against the divine government so that they might be seen in their true light. Sin must run its course for its enormity to be fully abhorred; but it will eventually be eradicated, along with its instigator, for the Lord says, “Therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes…and never shalt thou be any more” (Ezekiel 28:18-19). 
The great battle raging in the universe is between the Creator of all things and Satan, the angel who rebelled against God because he deemed himself equal with Christ, refusing to be subjected to His authority and government. 
Ever since Adam and Eve chose Satan’s way over God’s way, this planet has been a battleground for a spiritual war. We are involved in this war every day. But God doesn’t leave us to fight alone. One way He equips us is by giving us His Word of truth. The book of Revelation is full of images and prophecies for God’s people who are in the midst of war. Chapter 12 tells an epic story that shows us how Christ will conquer Satan forever. This story symbolizes the heavenly battle, the great controversy that is unfolding throughout history and even today. God’s promise to us is that He will never leave us nor forsake us! 
Those who love and serve Christ are the enemies of Satan. Christ himself tells us that a life lived for Him will be neither easy nor free of pain. But only through Him can we find true peace: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In this world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). This is how we can overcome the world. 
The Cross in History: The Gospels narrates the story of the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus. This is the biblical record but the first evidence for the life of Jesus, mentioned outside of the Bible, comes from a Jewish historian by the name of Josephus, born in 37 A.D., just a few years after the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was the son of a priest named Matthias and at the age of 19 he became a Pharisee in Jerusalem. During his stay in Rome he wrote two works dealing with Jewish history. In his work entitled Jewish Antiquities, which was written between 70 and 100 A.D., he mentions Jesus the Messiah. 
Josephus is quoted below by Eusebius, an early Christian Bishop, in 324 A.D.: "It was during this time-frame that Jesus lived, a wise man, if anyone could really call him a man; for he did many deeds that were out of the ordinary and was an instructor of those who accept the truth. Many of the Jews and Greeks put their trust in him. He is the Messiah. When our chief leaders accused him, Pilate condemned him to the cross, but his original disciples continued to follow him; for he had appeared before them on the third day alive again, as the prophets of God had spoken of these and countless other marvelous things about him. And the tribe of Christians, who had been named after him, remains to this present day."
Matthew 27:45-54 speaks about the darkness over all the land as Jesus hung on the Cross and died! The first reference found outside of the Bible mentioning this darkness which fell over the land during the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, comes from a Samaritan historian named Thallus, who wrote around 52 A.D.  His history was quoted by another early writer by the name of Julius Africanus who researched the topic of this darkness and wrote the following: “Upon the whole world there came a most fearful darkness. Many rocks were split in two by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts were thrown down.”

These statements confirm the following Christian truths found in the Bible: 
· Jesus was the Messiah spoken of by the prophets. 

· He performed miracles. 

· He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
· He arose from the dead three days later and appeared to his disciples.
· Jesus Christ was not just another man; He was God in human flesh. He came into the world for one reason, to take our sins away. He did so by shedding his precious blood on the cross, taking on himself the sins of all mankind. (John 3:16)
Conclusion: The Bible is not concerned with giving us all the details of the lives of the biblical characters such as Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, or Moses. It is interested only in history as a means of teaching us the important lessons of life—it’s a book of theology in Jewish worldview first and foremost but ‘a lamp unto our feet and a light to our path’ as David says. Therefore, it focuses on the basic information that we need to know for our Salvation. In summary, the Bible contains history and culture and we have to pay extra special attention to what is going on in the Bible. 

Ellen White writes, “The Bible is the most ancient and the most comprehensive history that men possess. It came fresh from the fountain of eternal truth, and throughout the ages a divine hand has preserved its purity. . . . Here only do we find an authentic account of the origin of nations. Here only is given a history of our race unsullied by human pride or prejudice. “The Bible reveals the true philosophy of history.”—Ellen G. White, Education, p. 173.
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