Lesson – 9                                               June 1, 2013                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 The Day of the Lord (Zephaniah)
Read for your study: Zeph. 1:14-18, Joel 2:1-11, Zeph. 2:1-3, Isa. 11:4, Zeph. 3:1-5, Isa. 62:5, Nahum 1-3.
Memory Text: “The Lord will be awesome to them when he destroys all the gods of the land. The nations on every shore will worship him, everyone in its own land.” Zeph. 2:11
Introduction: Continuing our series of study on the Minor Prophets, we come to another short book: Zephaniah, which means “the Lord hides.” Zephaniah was a Prophet that burned with the Spirit of God. He was a prophet of the great day of wrath which was coming for all the nations of the world. He had a timeless and original insight into the nature and meaning of sin. And it was this sin that would bring down the judgement of God upon the chosen people and the heathen peoples of Zephaniah’s time. And it is for that insight into sin that we might best remember Zephaniah. 
First of all let us learn who Zephaniah was and when his prophecies were made. He lists his genealogy back for four generations; “Zephaniah son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah.” (Zeph. 1:1) This is unusual for a prophet. Why would he go back and stop at Hezekiah if this is not the king Hezekiah in the time of Isaiah and Micah? If he was indeed a descendant of the king, this would make him the writing prophet with the most royal blood in his veins, except for David and Solomon. Therefore, Zephaniah was probably in the royal family and lived in Jerusalem. He was a royal prophet. 
Let us dive into our lesson study and learn what this royal Prophet had to say to the corrupt society of his time and how it implies to our time! 

A Day of Darkness: 
Let us pick up the story from Hezekiah who was supposed to die, but he pleaded with God to let him live a little longer. God granted him his request and it was during the 15 year extension of his life that Manasseh was born. The moral state of the southern kingdom deteriorated rapidly after the reign of King Hezekiah (729-686 B.C.). The religious reforms he instituted were soon eradicated by the evil influence of Manasseh (696-642 B.C.) and Amon (642-640 B.C.; cf. 2 Kings 21; 2 Chr. 33). Manasseh was the worst king in Judah’s history. 
Question: What evil did Manasseh do in the eyes of the Lord? He had made idol worship and child sacrifice a common practice. Although Manasseh repented at the end of his life, his son, Amon, continued the idolatry. Josiah followed Amon and took the throne at the age of eight.

Zephaniah began his work during the reign of Josiah, who was a good and ethical king, guided by good priests and religious leaders. The Bible says there was never a king like Josiah (2 Kings 23:25). He brought about spiritual revival but things did not remain well in the eyes of the Lord. He could not stop the judgment of God. The nation after Josiah’s death reverted to its idolatry and sin. Baal worship was destroying society. 
Question: What was Zephaniah’s message to the apostate Israel and the surrounding nations? The focal point of Zephaniah’s message is the “day of the Lord” (Zeph. 1:7). There are two dominant themes in Zephaniah: judgment and deliverance. The “day of the Lord” is a very prominent theme in Zephaniah’s prophecy. 
Question: What is this “day of the Lord” according to Zephaniah? The Day of the Lord as understood by the Hebrews and expressed in the prophets is a multifaceted concept. Five aspects of the Day of the Lord are nearness, judgment, terror, call to repentance, and restoration may be readily drawn from a study of the texts. 
Zephaniah graphically describes the terror of that coming “Day of Judgment”: “The great day of the LORD is near— near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers.” Zeph. 1:14-16 
This passage is an insight of the Prophet into the nature of sin. Sin necessitates a response and Zephaniah proceeds to show that response, both from God and the response from ourselves. Beginning with God’s response, Zephaniah speaks the words of judgement which are directed to a corrupt and apostate society which, as we have seen has lost its sense of who God is, what God has done, and where God will lead those who are his people. 
Judgment will soon come upon Jerusalem and Judah (3:1-5), but it will also come upon the nations surrounding her: the Philistines (2:4-7), the Moabites and Ammonites (2:8-11), the Ethiopians (2:12), and the Assyrians (2:13-15). God will judge the enemies of his people Israel. Zephaniah’s’ judgement is as all-encompassing and cosmic as the fact of human sin. He mentions of a great and final judgement that will come upon the whole earth like the days of Noah. (Zeph. 1:2-3).  
Question: If sin is the destructive force in human life, then how can we say that judgement is held back from some, just because of their nationality, their color, their religious beliefs, and the church? 
The Humble of the Land: 
God had warned that divine judgment was coming upon Judah, upon the surrounding nations, and upon the entire earth. 
Question: If God was about to judge all men, how would His covenant with Abraham and his descendants be fulfilled (Genesis 12:1-3)? Paul tells us the answer in Romans 9: “If the Lord of armies had not left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have resembled Gomorrah” (Romans 9:27-29). 
God’s promises to Abraham would be fulfilled through a small remnant of His chosen people, rather than through the entire nation. This remnant would be composed of the righteous, not only those of Judah, but also from among the Gentiles. After the words of judgment, Zephaniah turns to a different track. He begins to talk about a restoration. 
In Zephaniah 2:1-3, we see the prophet’s call to repentance. “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger.” 

The humble are those people who have remained faithful to God and who are led and taught by Him. The psalmist says: “Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way” (Ps. 25: 8-9, NIV). The humble are urged to prepare for the coming judgment by seeking God, righteousness, and humility. Zephaniah calls the repentant people the “humble of the land” (Zeph. 2:3). 

God’s Greatest Delight:
Question: What is God’s greatest delight? God’s ultimate goal is the restoration of His people. When the judgement has taken place and ‘the nations have been disciplined, they will together call on the Lord and serve Him cordially, says the author. God will dwell with them. This experience would cause God’s people to rejoice over Him, but the prophet declares that God will rejoice over them. His love and joy for His people will be so great that He will shout over them with jubilation. “The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” (Zeph. 3:17, NIV). Prophet Isaiah describes God’s joy over His redeemed people in Isa. 62:5, 65:19
God’s Answer to Injustice:

Question: Who was Nahum?  Nahum was a prophet of God whose message was about the destruction of Nineveh, the capitol city of the Kingdom of Assyria. Nahum prophesied that the city of Nineveh will soon fall. About 150 years before Nahum, Jonah had prophesied against Nineveh. The name “Nahum” means comfort or consolation. The only thing we know about Nahum is found in Nahum1:1 which says he was from Elkosh.
Background: The Assyrians were cruel and had plundered many nations. They burned cities, cut off heads and stuck people on poles. We talk about taking a head count, the Assyrians really did it. The destruction of Nineveh and Assyria would be a message of consolation for the nations Assyria had oppressed. Israel and Judah were two of those nations. Israel had been destroyed in 722 BC by the Assyrians, but Judah was still around. 
Question: What lesson does Nahum teaches us in the prophecy of the destruction of Nineveh? 
· It teaches us that those who are instruments of God’s judgement are not exempt from judgement. 
· God’s justice may seem slow, but nothing can stop it. 
· It also shows that though God’s anger may kindle towards injustice, His mercy is far great. 
· He protects those who await the fullness of His goodness. He is aware of those who trust Him and will preserve them. (1:7)
· Nahum teaches that God cares for those who trust in Him, but that with an overwhelming flood He will pursue His enemies into darkness (Nah. 1:8).
· The Prophet also shows that God has awesome power. He does not tolerate sin forever. At the same time He is the Saviour of those who trust in Him, says the author. 
· Judgement came on Nineveh because of the character of God. Nineveh exalted herself but she was humbled by God.
Application: 
· God is Sovereign - He is in control of both nature and the nations. He used the Babylonians to bring his judgment on the Assyrians. 
· God is Just - Assyria's judgment was well deserved. Although God used them to destroy Israel, it went to their heads and they attributed their success to their own power and God did not appreciate that. God also dealt with the Assyrians appropriate to the way in which they had dealt with other nations. Many of the same atrocities they committed on others were committed on them.
· God protects his people - Although God used Assyria to discipline Israel, he would take notice of those who were faithful. God cares for those who trust in Him. 
How faithful are we to God in our worship and obedience to His law? 

God Bless You!!!
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