Lesson – 9 (Qtr. 1, 2016)                      February 27, 2016                      Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 9 The Great Controversy and the Early Church
Read for your study: - Acts 1:6-8, 2:5-12, Gen. 11:1-9, Acts 4:1-30, 7:54, 10:12-29.

Memory Text: - When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus" (Acts 4:13, NIV). 

Introduction: - Leadership at all level often faces barriers and critical challenges that give birth to many controversies. And often the biggest challenge or barrier is to convince the very ones who are close to you. 

Jesus Christ faced some very difficult challenges with His followers because of their preconceived ideas.  In spite of witnessing His daily activities and being with Him every day, they did not understand Him or His mission! He had difficult time in convincing the early Christian leaders including the disciples that the gospel was to be spread to all mankind and not just to Jews. They just could not comprehend that idea! 

“The greatest barrier Jesus faced with His followers was their preconceived opinions. The disciples took little notice of what Jesus said if it did not fit with their own ideas of who He should be. [Luke 18:31-34] Right up to the time of His ascension, the disciples still quizzed Jesus about freeing Israel from the Romans. [Acts 1:6-8] 

It was only after 10 days of prayer and close fellowship in the presence of God that dominant preconceptions were finally beginning to be replaced with the truth, and the disciples were ready to hear what God told them. This paved the way for the incredible events at that first Pentecost after the death of Jesus.—Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for February 20, 2016. How difficult was it for Jesus to convince His own disciples about His mission? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
WRONG IDEAS: 
· After three and a half years and forty days, the disciples were still waiting for the political restoration of Israel. They had their own ideas about the work of the Messiah, so they couldn’t understand the true nature of the Gospel (Psalm 22:27; Isaiah 42:1-4).
· They had their own ideas about the work of the Messiah, so they couldn’t understand the true nature of the Gospel (Psalm 22:27; Isaiah 42:1-4). 
· They had to wait for the Power; the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Then they could truly understand their mission and they would be prepared to fulfill it.
What was the result of the Pentecostal experience? See Acts 2:5-12. 

“There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.” During the dispersion the Jews had been scattered to almost every part of the inhabited world, and in their exile they had learned to speak various languages. Many of these Jews were on this occasion in Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals then in progress. Every known tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of languages would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The Holy Spirit did for them that which [40] they could not have accomplished for themselves in a lifetime. They could now proclaim the truths of the gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the languages of those for whom they were laboring. This miraculous gift was a strong evidence to the world that their commission bore the signet of Heaven. From this time forth the language of the disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in their native tongue or in a foreign language.—Ellen G. White, Acts the Apostles 39.2-40  Compare Genesis 11:1-9.
COMMUNICATION ISSUES: - 
· God won a battle of the Controversy at Babel (Genesis 11:9). He confused the tongue of the evil forces. In Pentecost, He did the opposite. The communication issue of speaking different languages were solved instantly. 

· Paul took that opportunity and spoke powerfully about the work of Jesus. The result was… 3,000 converted people in one day!
OPPOSITION FROM THE LEADERS: - 
· VICTORY OVER OPPOSITION: 
Peter encouraged the people to accept Jesus after the healing of the lame (Acts 3).

The Gospel was spread unstoppably (5,000 were converted that day), so Satan used the leaders to try to stop it.

That was a huge victory. Ignorant men spoke powerful words that made the erudite leaders keep quiet.

· DEFEATED BY OPPOSITION
Stephen was performing great miracles and wonders. He also invited the leaders who were judging them to accept Jesus, like Peter and John. But there was no victory that time. Satan filled the hearts of the leaders with hatred. Stephen was taken before the Sanhedrin. (Acts 6:9-15) There, he gave that incredible speech as recorded in Acts 7:2-53. He won Stephen’s physical life and allied Saul to persecute the Church (Acts 8:1).
That speech coming from someone who was not even one of the disciples must have angered the Sanhedrin enormously. And at that very day, the 70 weeks allotted to the Jews as prophesied by Daniel and as recorded in Daniel 9:24 came to a completion. 
Nevertheless, God used that defeat to win another battle. He used the person Satan initially chose for evil as an instrument to reach the whole world: Paul/Saul, the last of the apostles.

· NATIONAL PRECONCEPTIONS.

God used the vision of the sheet to teach Peter not to look down on anyone. 
Peter learned the lesson, so he was ready when the men (Gentiles) who were sent by Cornelius knocked his door.

People are not like animals. Animals can be labeled as clean or unclean, but God wants to clean (to save) everyone without distinction.
God accepts nothing but the best. That is not a reason for discouragement. He is prepared to make the necessary changes in us if we are willing to allow the Holy Spirit to act in our lives and our minds. 

God will accept only those who are determined to aim high. He places every human agent under obligation to do his best. Moral perfection is required of all. Never should we lower the standard of righteousness in order to accommodate inherited or cultivated tendencies to wrong-doing. We need to understand that imperfection of character is sin. All righteous attributes of character dwell in God as a perfect, harmonious whole, and everyone who receives Christ as a personal Saviour is privileged to possess these attributes.—Ellen G. White, COL 330.2; ML 271.2. 

What is the biggest barrier preventing us from spreading the gospel to the world? 

God Bless You!!!
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