Lesson – 9                                  November 30, 2013                           Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 9 The Pre – Advent Judgement 
Read for your Study - Daniel 7, Gen. 3:8–20, 2 Tim. 2:19, Ps. 51:4, 2 Cor. 5:10, Ps. 96:11–13.
Memory Text: - Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’ Daniel 7:27 NIV

Introduction: - The book of Hebrews shows us that after His death and resurrection, Jesus began a new phase of His ministry as our High Priest in heavenly sanctuary, after His ascension. The Prophetic visions in Daniel 7 and 8 reveal that at some point in history this heavenly work of Christ in our behalf had entered a new phase, the judgment. 
The idea of judgement is prevalent in the New Testament. In Romans 2:5, 6, Paul warns those who, because of their “hardness” and “impenitent” hearts, were storing up for themselves “wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God who ‘will render to each one according to his deeds.’” 

The book of Hebrews says: “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment…. For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’ … And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people’” (Heb. 10:26, 27, 30). 
Apostle Peter says: “For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). It is interesting to note in Matthew 24:30 and 26:64 that Jesus applying the prophecies of Daniel 7 to Himself, clearly referred to a judgment scene. These above passages suggest that we live in a moral universe, and every rational person will have to give account of himself before the divine tribunal. 
Is there anything in the ancient sanctuary system that is somehow equivalent to a judgment scene? The clear choice is the Day of Atonement service in the earthly sanctuary as described in Leviticus 16. It was a shadow of the heavenly sanctuary. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
The Vision and the Judgement: - Since 1844, Adventist teaching on Christ's high priestly ministry in the Most Holy Apartment of the heavenly sanctuary has centered upon the doctrine of a pre-Advent judgment (some prefer the term “investigative judgement”) taking place right now in the heavenly sanctuary. This judgement as we understand it represents the second and final phase of Christ’s priestly ministry for us. It includes the examination of the individual lives of God’s professed people, dead and alive. 
In Daniel 7 the prophet observes in vision about the four beasts: the lion, the bear, the leopard, and the nondescript beast with horns and the evil activities of the “little horn” on earth and simultaneously views a judgment scene in heaven. The writer switches back and forth from earth to heaven, studying these two engaging scenes, until the notorious “little horn” is destroyed and judgment given in favor of the saints (Dan. 7:22). 
Question: - What do these beasts and horns represent? In Bible prophecy, a beast represents a kingdom. (Daniel 7:17) The four beasts are four kingdoms. Any history book about the ancient world will confirm that the great world powers following Babylon were Media-Persia and Greece and history confirms that the power that defeated Greece was Rome at the battle of Pydna, in 168 B.C., the only sensible identification for the fourth beast.  
A horn represents a king. Ten horns are ten kings (Dan. 7:24). In a 1979 dissertation Australian scholar Arthur Ferch successfully demonstrated that these two activities take place within historical time and that, therefore, the judgment of Daniel 7 occurs prior to the Advent—in other words, is pre-Advent 2. 

Before a judgement could be pronounced in any case, there must be investigation from the records! In Daniel 7:10 we are told that the “books were opened.” There are several books mentioned in Scripture: 1) The “book of life” (Psalm 69:28; Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8, NASB); 2) The “book of remembrance” (Malachi 3:16); 3) The books of “deeds” (Revelation 20:12); and 4) God’s “book” (Exodus 32:32-33; Psalm 56:8). Opening of the books suggests the idea of evaluation, of scrutiny—of investigation. 
Judgement Pattern: - The idea of an investigative judgement is biblical because God’s procedure includes investigation and inquiry. In Genesis 3, 4, 11, 18, 19 He investigates before He pronounces the verdict. God inquired of Cain about his brother Abel. He investigated about Babel and Sodom before pronouncing judgement on them. When Moses writes that God said "I will go down now and see. . ." (NKJV), he is simply describing God's investigation of the actual facts before punishment is inflicted. And He required the same pattern from the judges of Israel to “investigate and search out and inquire thoroughly” (Deut. 13:14;  Deut. 19:18). 
Question: - Why would God, who knows all things (see Job 37:16; Prov. 5:21; Isa. 46:9, 10; 2 Tim. 2:19), need to conduct an investigation? Didn't He already know exactly what was going on in those two cities? And why did He have to ask Adam and Eve what they had done?
God’s judgments always involve a careful and thorough investigation to determine what is fair. And God’s government is completely transparent, and He required an account from the perpetrators, and the process of inquiry heightens the awareness of the transgressors of the sinfulness of their actions. Secondly, the entire universe is watching everything He does. That is exactly the picture we see in Daniel 7:9-10.  We can see the details of God’s pre-advent judgement in Prophets and Kings, chapter 47- “Joshua and the Angel,” pp. 582-592; and, “The Great Controversy” chapter 28 - “Facing Life’s Record,” pp. 479-491. 
Commenting about the judgment, Ellen G. White wrote: “The fact that the acknowledged people of God are represented as standing before the Lord in filthy garments should lead to humility and deep searching of heart on the part of all who profess His name. Those who are indeed purifying their souls by obeying the truth will have a most humble opinion of themselves. . . . But while we should realize our sinful condition, we are to rely upon Christ as our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemption. We cannot answer the charges of Satan against us. Christ alone can make an effectual plea in our behalf. He is able to silence the accuser with arguments founded not upon our merits, but on His own.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 471, 472.
Time of the Judgement: - Do we know the time of the judgement? When does the judgement of Daniel 7 begin? While Daniel 7 itself does not provide us with a precise date for the beginning of the pre-Advent judgement, but it does give us a time frame within which the judgement takes place. 
The Bible describes the judgment taking place during the time when the little horn power is still in existence (Dan. 7:8-9).  The following texts of Daniel 7:8-10, 21, 22, 25, 26 tell us about the time of the investigative judgment.  In each case, the little-horn power and its activities are mentioned; and then the judgment scene begins in heaven. 
We have more details in Daniel 7:25, where the ‘time and times and the dividing of time’ (compare Dan.12:7; Rev. 11:2, 3; Rev. 12:6, 14; Rev. 13:5) is mentioned in regard to the little horn, with the judgement scene taking place after that time period is depicted. 
A prophetic year has 360 days, and thus three and one-half years is the same as 1,260 prophetic days, or 42 prophetic months. Thus, 1,260-year period was linked with the little-horn power that arose out of the fourth beast, pagan Rome. This means that this judgment scene begins at least 1,260 years after the rise of the little-horn power (we use the dates AD. 538 to AD. 1798 to depict the beginning and the end of that 1,260-year period). The crucial point is that by the sixth century A.D. this entity had established itself as the great power in that part of the world.
Thus, what we see in Daniel is a powerful presentation of a judgment that occurs after the 1,260 years and before the Second Coming.

When the Judgement Ends: - Daniel 7 presented a specific sequence of events: There was the little-horn power, followed by a judgment in heaven, which ended in the establishment of God's kingdom. This sequence is so important that it's found three times in the chapter itself. 
Obviously, this sequence must be of major importance; otherwise, why would the Lord have given it three times in the prophecy? What's fascinating, too, is that with the little horn, we are given our first apocalyptic time prophecy (apocalyptic simply means dealing with end-time events), a time prophecy that helps us understand the timing of this judgment, which occurs after the 1,260 years and yet before God's eternal kingdom is established. Thus, we can express the prophecy like this: 
· Little horn (late eighteenth, early nineteenth, century) 

· Judgment in heaven 

· God's eternal kingdom

What's crucial to understand about this judgment, too, is that though it results in the demise of the little-horn power, it also results in the end of this world. As Daniel 2 showed, everything is going to be swept away and replaced by God's kingdom. The results of this judgement are that: 
1) The Son of Man is crowned King for the rest of eternity (Daniel 7:14). 
2) God’s saints receive the kingdom forever (Daniel 7:22). Those saints are invited to share the power of the kingdom with Jesus (Daniel 7:27). This results in the greatest happiness both for God and for His redeemed children (Luke 15:7, 10). 

3) God’s enemies are defeated and destroyed. All excuse for sin is eliminated, and God’s enemies are judged (Daniel 7:25-26). 
4) The fairness and transparency of God’s judgment is demonstrated. Ultimately, no one–not even the Devil himself (Philippians 2:10-11)–will have any basis for questioning God’s judgment (Psalm 51:4; Romans 3:4). 

Responsible Assurance: - The judgment now in session will settle the question of God’s love and justice prior to the Second Advent. When the great controversy is over, it will confirm the validity and legality of the plan of salvation. And it will carry in its verdict the final vindication of God’s people. “Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean…” —Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 678.
As believers in Jesus, we view the pre-Advent judgment from two perspectives. Seeing it, on the one hand, as the antitype of the ancient Day of Atonement in Israel, we “afflict our souls,” realizing the solemn times in which we live. On the other hand, however, with our faith firmly planted in Jesus Christ, our great High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary, we have absolutely nothing to fear. And understanding the whole activity from the perspective of vindication, as revealed in the books of Daniel and Revelation, we not only have nothing to fear but, indeed, have the deepest cause for rejoicing and exceeding joy. - Roy Adams, The Sanctuary: Understanding the Heart of Adventist Theology (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald, 1993).    
 "When Christ wins in the judgment, His loyal people win with Him."—Altar Call (Berrien Springs, Mich.: Diadem, 1999), p. 241.                            
God Bless You!!!
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