Lesson – 9                                     February 28, 2015                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 9 Words of Truth 
Read for your study: - Prov. 22:1-23:35; 24:1-34; Exod. 22:21-27; Eph. 5:20; Ezek. 33:8 

Memory Text: - Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge, teaching you to be honest and to speak the truth, so that you bring back truthful reports to those you serve? Proverbs 22: 20-21  

Introduction: - Most of the preachers like to present the softer side of God by talking about how He reaches out to sinners. But have ever thought about His “justice side”? How He hates sin and brings the sinners to “justice”?  

God’s wise men wrote these truths down so that we could be wise and learn so that we could readily share them with others. The sayings in 22:17-24:34 were written by wise men other than Solomon, and were compiled either in his lifetime or later. As stated in 22:20, the following portion (22:17-24:22) includes 30 sayings. Walvoord, John & Zuck, Roy. The Bible Knowledge Commentary. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983, S. 954. To learn more about these ‘words of truth’, let us dive into our study! 
The Knowledge of Truth: - What are we supposed to do with all of these wise sayings? Proverbs 22:17-18 exhorts us to gain God’s knowledge. When Solomon suggested that we are supposed to incline our ears, doesn’t that mean we are supposed to listen or perhaps read and study carefully? Does that imply that we should carefully concentrate on what we are hearing and learn it? To be honest, we must recognize that real listening implies that we do our best to integrate the truths that we are hearing into our lives. Proverbs 22:18 suggests that these wise sayings are supposed to be integrated into our deepest, innermost parts. Shouldn’t these sayings impact our behavior as well? 

Note first the authority, ability, and integrity of those who taught. Those who teach are those who have been taught and have gained sufficient wisdom from God to be wise. 
Note next the imperatives or exhortations: pay attention (4:1, 20; 5:1; 7:24), listen (1:8; 4:1, 10, 20; 5:1, 7; 7:24; 8:32-33), and apply your heart ( 2:2). These verbs call us to pursue and obey what is presented in the sayings or "Words of the Wise."
Nothing less than our full attention will do. We are to "incline," lean our head forward so we don't miss a word; "hear," take it all in and ponder it; and "apply," or to grasp the meaning with our all our mind and use our whole intellect to decide how to put it to work. 

We are thus powerfully exhorted to get wisdom and grace, by laying hold of "the words of the wise," both written and preached, and the knowledge which this book gives men of good and evil, sin and duty, rewards and punishments. To these words, to this knowledge, the ear, the chief receptacle of wisdom, must be bowed down in humility and in serious attention and the heart, the center of thinking, choosing, deciding, must be applied in faith, and love, and intensive consideration. For the ear will not serve without the heart (Henry, Matthew: Matthew Henry's Commentary. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1991, S. Pr. 22:17).

Robbing the poor: - In both the Old Testament and the New Testament we are warned against taking advantage of widows, orphans, and the poor. The passage in Proverbs 22:22-23 reminds us that it is proper to show a spirit of generosity towards others, especially the poor, since they, along with all other human beings are also God’s people, created by God. These passages suggest that if we try to cheat orphans or the poor, God will act on their behalf. 

It is a human trait, likely under the influence of sin, which always seeks to make distinctions and divide people up by class, race, gender, intelligence, physical looks, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, and along with a million other distinctions and divisions.  Satan always wants us to focus on what appear to be immediate gains instead of looking at the long –term consequences. 
We often hear people say, “I wish I knew what God wants me to do.” Of course, God always tells us what to do but we don’t hear Him. We hear God by paying attention, listening, and applying God's teachings to our daily life. This process demands active listening. We listen for God's direction by reading and studying Scripture, by praying, by worshiping, by hearing God's Word taught, by participating in Bible studies, and by engaging in conversation with other believers, all the while applying the Word to our life. 
Is it correct to say that robbing the poor is not just a criminal act but is a sin against the Lord? (Compare 2 Samuel 12:13).  
Being Jealous of the Wicked: - Why would someone envy the wicked, asks the author. Is it because they have immediate gains of wealth, success, or power which they have gained through their wicked means? Yes, in our sinful nature it is easy to envy them because they are rich and powerful than us. But we must look at life beyond these immediate ‘gains’, practicing the wisdom of truth that we are all created by God and are called to love our neighbours. He is our Creator. And to ensure that all of the necessities of life are not a matter of concern for us because God provides to all. 
What we put in our Mouths: - One of the greatest sins in the developed world is the sin of overindulging in appetite. What we drink and what we eat can be incredibly dangerous. The first sin of disobedience committed was concerning what was put in the mouth! 

Proverbs 23: 29-35 presents the effects of the use of alcohol. “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints? Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly! In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper. Your eyes will see strange sights, and your mind will imagine confusing things. You will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the rigging. “They hit me,” you will say, “but I’m not hurt! They beat me, but I don’t feel it! When will I wake up so I can find another drink?” 
What an incredible description of a hangover after drinking too much. And all the alcoholic can think about is getting another drink! 

Look at these words from Ellen G. White: “The man who has formed the habit of drinking intoxicating liquor, is in a desperate situation. He cannot be reasoned with, or persuaded to deny himself the indulgence. His stomach and brain are diseased, his will power is weakened, and his appetite uncontrollable. The prince of the powers of darkness holds him in bondage that he has no power to break. — Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1162.
Proverbs 23:1-8 admonishes us to control our appetite and “put a knife to your throat if you are given to gluttony.” This admonition is about more than table manners, says the author. We do not have to eat or drink that adds poison to our life system. 
We do not whether Solomon was obese or not. But, he suggested that overeating is like putting a knife to one’s throat. So, he must have had a good understanding of some of these problems. He sure does have more in mind than just the issue of appetite control. 

Our Responsibility: - What is our responsibility to those who indulge in such behaviour? Are we responsible for those around us who needs our help? 
The Law of Moses clearly warns that those who fail to report what they witness will bear guilt (Lev. 5:1). We may not be able to act against crime, but if we keep silent about what we see, we then share the guilt with the criminal. By our silence, we become accomplices. It is easy for us as Christians to isolate ourselves in our small cocoons and pretend that everything is okay. In light of our expanded definition of sin, is it our responsibility to do anything about world hunger, war, injustice, racism, or economic oppression? What is God expecting of us? Look at the following words: 

“Souls around us must be aroused and saved, or they perish. Not a moment have we to lose. We all have an influence that tells for the truth or against it. I desire to carry with me unmistakable evidences that I am one of Christ’s disciples. We want something besides Sabbath religion. We need the living principle, and to daily feel individual responsibility. This is shunned by many, and the fruit is carelessness, indifference, a lack of watchfulness and spirituality.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 99.1; 2Spiritual Gifts 200.1-2 (1860). 

“Talk faith, live faith, cultivate love to God; evidence to the world all that Jesus is to you. Magnify His holy name. Tell of His goodness; talk of His mercy, and tell of His power.—Ellen G. White, Manuscript 42, 1890; Our High Calling, p. 20.4; Christ Triumphant 127.5. 
How good are we doing at witnessing? Remember that Bible study, prayer, and witnessing are the three things that we are absolutely told to do! And we must honour those ‘words of truth’! 
God Bless You!!!
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