Through Adversity and Hardship
Key Text: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
All of us face adversity or hardship in life. When facing adversity or hardship, most of us ask, “What is it that God is trying to tell me?” or sometimes throwing our hands in all directions we may say, “Why is this happening to me?”

On the other hand, some people may think that such questions are inappropriate and that they are really spiritual when they suffer in silence. They even say things like, “Oh! This is from the Lord who knows what He is doing and He doesn’t have to explain anything to me.” Of course God knows what He is doing and He does not owe us any explanation, but Ecclesiastes 7:14 clearly tells us to consider our ways in the day of adversity. “In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, so that man can find out nothing that will come after him.” This is true and necessary because the Bible also tells us in Proverbs 26:2, “a curse without cause does not alight.” What does that mean? It means that there might be something particular that God wants to deal with.
Citing his personal experience, Paul gets very specific and nails it down in 2 Corinthians 12:7 by stating that God sent an affliction – a “messenger of Satan” – lest he be exalted above measure.” Paul is addressing the universal tendency here to think too highly of oneself. Pride and boasting is often the barrier that may come between God and oneself. Paul admits that pride is his problem and acknowledges that God is justified in dealing with it. We are able to welcome the discipline of the Lord only when we can honestly admit our sin or wrong doing. 
Such honest and truthful confession does not remove or take away further suffering but it simply sweetens the experience until we can join with the apostle and say, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10)
