Lesson – 1                                              January 3, 2015                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 1 Proverbs Introduction: Words of the Wise
The Call of Wisdom 
Read for your study: -Proverbs 1–3; Gen. 1:1; Exod. 19:16; Exod. 20:20; Prov. 11:30; Prov. 13:12; Prov. 15:4
Memory Text: - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7) 

Introduction: - Ever since the beginning, man had been making wrong choices by listening to wrong advices rather than to the words of wisdom from God. Many passages in the Bible teach us deep spiritual truths. But the book of Proverbs is filled with practical advice and wisdom for our daily living. 
Ellen G. White writes, “From Eden onward, the root of human tragedy lies in wrong choices. Man lost all because he chose to listen to the deceiver rather than to Him who is Truth, who alone has understanding. By the mingling of evil with good, his mind had become confused. — Ellen G. White, Education, p. 25.
The book of Proverbs is all about helping us to make right choices, in the fear of the Lord, to choose the way of God and not that of the deceiver. The father or the mother, speaking to their son not only warns him against wrong choices but encourages him to make the right ones. 
The book of Proverbs gives clear evidence of multiple authorship, as does the book of Psalms. This is because both of these Old Testament books are collections of writings. Solomon is believed to have written a tribute to wisdom (Prov. 1:1-9:18), his first collections of sayings (Prov. 10:1-22:16) and his second collection of sayings, which would have been inserted during the time of King Hezekiah (Prov. 25:1-29:27). It is suggested that Prov. 22:17-24:34 consists of proverbs that Solomon collected from additional wisdom literature. Finally, Proverbs 30:1-33 is introduced by Agur, son of Jakeh and Proverbs 31:1-31 is introduced by King Lemuel [and are the words of his mother].—Everett, G. H.(2011). The Book of Proverbs (p. 15).
In Proverbs wisdom is revealed when you acknowledge the Lord “in all your ways” (Prov. 3:6, NKJV); that is, wisdom is living in faith and in obedience; it’s about what it means to be human before the God of Creation. Let us dive into our lesson to learn how to be wise in practical ways! 

The Beginning of Wisdom: - In 1 Kings 3:5-14  we are told that Solomon prayed for wisdom when he was a young man. How did God give him wisdom? From the time of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, true wisdom has been all about making right choices. Eve, and later Adam, chose to eat the fruit from the tree and gain the knowledge that Satan wanted them to have–the knowledge of evil. And all the rest of us have followed that pattern. (Romans 5) 
Did Adam and Eve have knowledge but little wisdom? 
What is wisdom? What is the fear of the LORD? How do these two concepts relate to each other? 
Wisdom is a spiritual experience and is related to the fear of God which is to be understood as God’s constant presence at all times and everywhere. There is one kind of fear God wants us to have. In Deuteronomy 5:29 the Lord exclaims: "O that their hearts would be inclined to fear Me and keep all my commandments". 

To say we "fear" God does not mean we’re afraid of Him. Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7 clarifies this, explaining that "God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self discipline". 
Thus, the fear of God is an awesome respect or reverence growing out of the greatness and power of God. To revere God as we ought, it is critical that we understand His nature. In Job 37 we learn a basic reason why God is held in reverence--because of Who He is: "God is clothed with awesome splendor and majesty. The Almighty--we cannot imagine His power. He is great in justice and abundant righteousness in His dealings with men. No wonder men everywhere fear Him!" 
1John 4:18 tells us that love casts out all fear. How should we relate that passage to the fear of the Lord which is mentioned frequently in Proverbs? In these contexts, fear means reverence or awe. Our motivation for fear grows out of an understanding of Who God is, because an understanding of the character and attributes of God motivates respect and reverence. 
True Education: - God is our Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer and His very essence is love. To know Him is to love Him. The better we know Him, the more reverence and love we should have for Him. But, how do we learn that kind of awe and reverence for God? 
It is the work of parents to transmit this teaching to their children. God instructed the Israelites through Moses in Deuteronomy 6:6-9 saying, “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates”. 

Ellen G. White writes:

 “In His wisdom the Lord has decreed that the family shall be the greatest of all educational agencies. It is in the home that the education of the child is to begin. Here is his first school. Here, with his parents as instructors, he is to learn the lessons that are to guide him throughout life. . . . The educational influences of the home are a decided power for good or for evil. . . . If the child is not instructed aright here, Satan will educate him through agencies of his choosing.—Ellen G. White, Pacific Union Recorder, August 18, 1910, par. 1; Counsels to Parents and Teachers 107.1; The Adventist Home 182.2. 

The Call of Wisdom: - How do we learn wisdom or the capacity to exhibit God’s Character in the many practical affairs of life? How can we teach our children to resist temptations that culture, society, friends, and even family might throw their way? 

We learn wisdom by listening to godly instruction and counsel which is so difficult to hear today. The world's volume has been turned up so loud that it has drowned out wisdom and in our listening to the noise of the world our hearing has been deafened to the voice of God. 

Proverbs 1:11, 18 seem to portray wisdom as walking through the streets of the city, crying out for people to listen. Are we listening?

The great tragedy of our day is that there is so much noise that people can't hear the things they desperately need to hear. God is trying to get through to them with the voice of wisdom, but they are confused by the clutter of communication; the foolish voices that lead them farther away from the truth. Even without our modern electronic noise makers, a similar situation existed in ancient Israel, when Solomon wrote Proverbs. God was speaking but people weren't listening. God is still speaking, and we by and large aren't listening still. [Warren Wiersbe. Be Skillful.Victor Books. 1995. p 23-24] 
What happens to those who choose some other path instead of listening to the wisdom of God? (Proverbs 1:22-32) Those who reject wisdom will reap the fruit of their rejection. They are describes as arrogant and disdainful (Proverbs 1:25). Having refused to choose the fear of the Lord, they will have to be content with themselves: they will be full with their own fancies (Proverbs 1:25). 
The Benefits of Wisdom: - So far we have learnt that we need wisdom and we must seek it. Proverbs 2:1-5 suggest that the Lord gives us wisdom, but we have to search for it. Why do we have to search it? The passage suggests that there is a three-step process for receiving wisdom.  The first is a passive stage of listening. It is a receptive and attentive stage. We need to have our ears open to God’s words. Secondly, we need to be asking God to give us this wisdom. Finally, we must value it as ‘hidden treasure’ and continue to search for more. 
What kind of wisdom are we talking about here? We’re talking about heavenly wisdom. Verse 6 clearly says, “For the Lord gives wisdom”. If you are searching for heavenly wisdom, you should go straight to the heavens, straight to God. He gives it generously! 
James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” Heavenly wisdom teaches us the skills for godly living. Heavenly wisdom serves as a guide for earthly living. 
Why is heavenly wisdom so important? Here’s what the Bible says about the importance and value of heavenly wisdom. Proverbs 8:11, “for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.” Proverbs 16:16  “How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver!” Ecclesiastes 7:11, “Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing and benefits those who see the sun.” 
Proverbs 3:13-18 - If we follow the path of God’s wisdom and accept His guidance, we are promised riches, long life, honor, and the passage goes on to tell us that is better than gold, jewels, or silver. More than that, it is compared to the tree of life!
Benefits of wisdom: When wisdom enters our heart, it marks the final stage of conversion. Not only will we enjoy the knowledge of the Lord, but it will be a pleasant experience to our souls (Prov. 2:10, NKJV). We will also be protected from the way of evil (Prov. 2:12), from the seduction of evil (Prov. 2:16), and we will walk in the path of righteousness (Prov. 2:20). Proverbs 3:35 suggests that the wise shall inherit glory! 
Ellen G. White comments: The youth need to understand the deep truth underlying the Bible statement that with God “is the fountain of life.” Psalm 36:9. Not only is He the originator of all, but He is the life of everything that lives. It is His life that we receive in the sunshine, in the pure, sweet air, in the food which builds up our bodies and sustains our strength. It is by His life that we exist, hour by hour, moment by moment. Except as perverted by sin, all His gifts tend to life, to health and joy.—Ellen G. White, Education, pp. 197.5-198.0.

Many cherish the impression that devotion to God is detrimental to health and to cheerful happiness in the social relations of life. But those who walk in the path of wisdom and holiness find that “godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” [1 Timothy 4:8] They are alive to the enjoyment of life’s real pleasures.—Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1156.4. [Content in brackets is added.]
Conclusion: Wisdom is a gift that comes from God. And it is associated with life and health (Prov. 3:2, 8, 16, 18, 22) that comes from God.  One must not think wise in his own eyes. To be wise means to keep God’s commandments (Prov. 3:1), to display mercy and truth (Prov. 3:3), and to trust in the LORD (Prov. 3:5). Wisdom implies an intimate relationship with God. Thus, we should not forget to ask wisdom from God who also gives life eternal! 
Let us seek God’s wisdom if we haven’t sought before! Let us ask God to fill our hearts with His love, wisdom and understanding in this New Year! Happy New Year!!!
God Bless You!!!
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