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Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 1, 2020) Daniel - From Reading to Understanding   
Scripture Texts: Luke 24:25‑27; 2 Peter 3:11‑13; Jonah 3:3‑10; Numbers 14:34; Daniel 9:23; 10:11‑12; Acts 8:30.

Introduction: We as Seventh‑day Adventists have distinguished ourselves by our bold interpretations of the book of Daniel. Even in our academic institutions we have it listed in our scholastic study programs. 

The discovery of and interpretation of Daniel 8:14 and the related passages in Daniel 9 by William Miller, started the advent movement in New England in the 1820s and 1830s. 
So, what does or what should the book of Daniel mean to us in the year 2020? To begin with let’s consider some points: 

1) All of Scripture, including the book of Daniel, is centered on the truth about God and specifically the role of Jesus Christ in the plan of salvation.

2) The organization of the book of Daniel is designed to show the major focus on God’s sovereignty and His actions in human lives. Thus Jesus is the central theme in the book of Daniel! 
3) This lesson will focus our attention on understanding the differences between classical prophecies and apocalyptic prophecies. The kind of prophecies we see in the books of Daniel and Revelation are known as apocalyptic prophecies and are quite different from the prophecies primarily regarding the children of Israel as outlined in Isaiah, Amos, and Jeremiah.

4) It should be clear from even a superficial reading of the book of Daniel that it involves long time periods and huge changes in events on this earth. This necessitates understanding the year-day principle. (See Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:5-6.)
5) Even though Daniel focuses on major world events, changes in world empires, etc., it still has a direct effect on our personal lives, even today. Le tus dive into our study and learn more! 
A  The center - Jesus.

· Jesus is somehow referenced in every section of the book of Daniel:

· Chapter 1: Similarly to Daniel’s story, Jesus left Heaven to live on Earth, and received wisdom from above (Luke. 2:52).
· Chapter 2: Jesus’ kingdom will replace all other kingdoms.

· Chapter 3: Jesus walked with his friends in the fiery furnace.

· Chapter 4: Jesus took Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom from him for some time, so he would understand the He reigns over all kingdoms.

· Chapter 5: The trial and death of Belshazzar, and the fall of Babylon, reflect Jesus’ victory at the End Time.

· Chapter 6: The plot against Daniel is similar to the priests and Pharisees’ plot against Jesus.

· Chapter 7: It tells how Jesus (the Son of man) receives the Kingdom and reigns over His people.

· Chapter 8: It introduces Jesus as the High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary.

· Chapter 9: Jesus is the sacrifices in the new covenant between God and His people

· Chapters 10-12: Jesus is the Commander-in-chief who fights against the forces of evil and rescues His people.

B  The literary structure.

· The book of Daniel was written in Hebrew and Aramaic. Chapters 2 - 7 were written in Aramaic, and they were written using a parallel structure:

A - - >
Vision of the empires (c. 2)

     B - - - - - - - - >
God delivers from the fiery furnace (c. 3)

             C - - - - - - - - - - - - -    Nebuchadnezzar is judged (c. 4)

             C - - - - - - - - - - - - -    Belshazzar is judged (c. 5)

     B- - - - - - - - >
God delivers from the lions’ den (c. 6)

A- - >
Vision of the empires (c. 7)

· God’s sovereignty over the nations is shown here and in the prophetic sections. He uses repetition to show the judgment over this world and the foundation of His eternal kingdom. The most important parts of the messages are in the middle. 
C  The difference with other prophecies.

· The visions of unreal beings or objects difference “apocalyptic” prophecy from “classical” prophecy.

· The prophecies of prophets like Isaiah or Jeremiah sometimes contained visions and symbols from actual things. However, their main goal was to communicate “the word of the Lord.” The fulfillment of their prophecies depended on how the people responded to them (e.g. see Jonah’s case).
· The prophecies in Daniel are unconditional. They display God’s plan for the nations, no matter the response or attitude of the people involved in them.
D. The timescale.

· There are three ways of interpreting the prophecies in the book of Daniel:

· Preterism. All the events have occurred in the past (supposing Daniel wrote this book in the 2nd Century B.C.).

(1) The book of Daniel was written in the 6th Century B.C., so this interpretation can be discarded.

· Futurism. All the events will occur in the End Time.

(1) This interpretation depends on the imagination of the interpreter.

· Historicism. The events cover the history between Daniel and the End Time.

(1) This interpretation of the symbols in the book of Daniel is sound:

(a) The empires described in Daniel 2, 7 and 8 are in line with history.

(b) The time periods (e.g. the 1,260 days or 490 years) can be applied to history by using the day-year principle (Numbers. 14:34; Gen. 5:4).
· How can we be certain that we should use the year-day principle when interpreting the prophecies of Daniel? 
· The first challenge is to look and see if something important happened 70 literal weeks following the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27. There is nothing to support that idea. Seventy weeks must be interpreted as being 490 days which using the biblical year-day principle would mean 490 years. Virtually all Christian scholars recognize that it leads down to the days of Jesus Christ: His anointing at His baptism; His death on the cross; and finally, in A.D. 34, the beginning of the terrible persecution of Christians, the stoning of Stephen, and the spread of the gospel to Gentiles. 
(c) Jesus applied Daniel 9:26-27 to the destruction of Jerusalem (Matt. 24:15-16; Luke 21:20-22).
(d) The Church fathers and the reformers used the historicist interpretation.
(e) If we accept this year-day principle, we recognize that some of Daniel’s prophecies extend 2300 years all the way down to 1844 AD.
(f) It shows how God is always in control of human history, and how He will finish the plan of salvation.
Question: Why is it that the Orthodox Hebrew Scholars warn the Jews not to read or study Daniel 9:24-27? 
Some Orthodox Hebrew scholars have warned Jews from reading Daniel 9:24-27  because it clearly pointed to the arrival of the Messiah in A.D. 27.
“May the bones of the hands and the bones of the fingers decay, and decompose, of him who turns the pages of the book of Daniel, to find out the time [of Daniel 9:24-27], and may his memory rot from off the face of the earth forever.(Talmudic Law.(”
E    The practical relevance.

· God is sovereign over our lives.

· He cares for each one of us. He is with us in our trials and temptations.
· Think of the role models that Daniel and his three companions provide for young people in our day. Even when their lives were threatened by being thrown into a burning fiery furnace or being thrown into a lions’s den, they remained absolutely faithful to the God of heaven. And God stepped in and did what was necessary to make examples of them. 
· God is in control of history.

· He quietly and patiently controls history and fulfills His plan on the nations’ history. 
· God was able to reach down into the mind of a pagan king and give him a vision/dream about the future events in our world, all the way down to the end of time. Then, He was able to do the same thing for Daniel, also giving him an interpretation of what he had seen. That is far beyond what a psychiatrist can do! Are you happy that God has that kind of intimate knowledge of your brain and your thinking? 
· As Ellen White has told us: We have nothing to fear for the future except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us and His teaching in our past history.(Ellen G. White, Letters and Manuscripts,* vol. 7 (1891‑1892), Letter 32, 1892, par. 38; General Conference Bulletin,* January 29, 1893, par. 5; Testimonies to Ministers* 31.1; LDE* 72.1.
· God provides an example to follow in the End Time.

· Don’t compromise your faith. Remain faithful to your commitment to God. 
· There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel and the Revelation have attention as never before.... The light that Daniel received from God was given especially for these last days.(Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers* 112.1-113.0.
· When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an entirely different religious experience.(Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers* 114.3. 
Question: So, how shall we understand the book of Daniel? Will we be able to put Christ into every aspect of our study? 
· The Seventh‑day Adventist movement really got its start from a study of the book of Daniel. 
· Are we prepared to carry that torch forward? 
God Bless You!! 

Have a blessed and a prosperous New Year !!!
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