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“How To Interpret Scriptures”
Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 2, 2020) The Uniqueness of the Bible 

Scripture Texts: Deuteronomy 32:45-47; Genesis 49:8-12; Isaiah 53:3-7; 1 Corinthians 15:3-5,51-55; Romans 12:2; Psalm 119:105
Introduction: We as a Protestant Seventh – Day Adventist Church believe in sola Scriptura, i.e. the Bible alone as the sole authoritative foundation of our faith and doctrines. This is especially relevant for us in the last days, as Ellen G. White said; God will have “a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms”. — The Great Controversy, p. 595. 
The Bible is composed of 66 books, and written over 1,500 years on three continents (Asia, Africa [Egypt], and Europe) by more than 40 different authors, making it a unique Book. There is no other book, sacred or religious, like it. And no wonder, after all, it is the Word of God. Let us dive into our study to explore more! 
A  Its main theme.

· Above all, the Bible is the Word of God. It’s a message God has written for us.

· Which is this message?

· In a world of death, God wants to give us life, abundant life (John 10:10).
· The same God who inspired the prophets and the apostles to write the Bible is still active in our day in the fulfillment of the prophecies and the teachings of Scripture. (2 Timothy 3:16-17; John 14:16-17; John 15:26; 16:13) 
· How is He going to do it?

· Through Jesus Christ, the main theme of the Bible. He is the author of our salvation (Hebrews 5:9). The Old Testament announces Him, and the New Testament introduces Him. Both proclaim His redeeming power and foretell the glorious future He’s prepared for us.

· What should I do?

· The Bible says that God wants you to accept Jesus as your Savior, to remain faithful to His Word and to proclaim His message to the world.

B  Its origin.

· The Holy Spirit is the 3rd person of God. He influenced the mind of various people, so they would write God’s message with their own words. What did those people have in common? The inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the message of Jesus, the Messiah. 
· Question: What role has the Holy Spirit played in giving us the Scriptures and in teaching us how to read them in modern times? 
· Question: If the Holy Spirit was the One who gave the messages to the prophets thousands of years ago, wouldn’t He be the best One to interpret the Bible to our minds today? The inspiration of Scripture is the most important thing the Holy Spirit has done. 
· Many of the Bible writers were first-hand witnesses of the events that they reported. Others gathered their information by careful research among those who were first-hand observers. (Luke 1:1-3) 
· Different professions, different ages, different levels of education, different nationalities, different circumstances… but all of them were used by God. 
· God has been pleased to communicate His truth to the world by human agencies, and He Himself, by His HolySpirit, qualified men and enabled them to do His work. He guided the mind in the selection of what to speak and what to write. The treasure was entrusted to earthen vessels, yet it is, none the less, from Heaven.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* vi.3 (Introduction); Selected Messages,* Book 1, 26.  
C  Its predictions.

· About 35% of the Bible’s content is prophecy. God foretold what was going to happen. The prophecies about the life and ministry of Jesus are especially remarkable and which are fulfilled.
· The birth of Jesus was predicted in Micah 5:2. The beginning of His ministry was predicted in Daniel 9:24-27 as was His death three and one-half years later. His coming to Jerusalem in the form of a King riding humbly on a donkey, the colt of a donkey, was prophesied in Zechariah 9:9. There are at least 65 direct messianic prophecies in the Old Testament. 
· These prophecies were fulfilled with amazing accuracy. This is strong proof that Jesus was the Messiah the prophets had foretold.

· Jesus also prophesied future events: His own death and resurrection (Luke 9:22); the destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:2); and His Second Coming (John 14:1-3).

· Everything happened as He had foretold, so we can be sure the last prophecy will surely be fulfilled: Jesus will come again!

D  Its historical setting.

· The focus of the Old Testament is the history of a people who awaits the coming of the Messiah.
· By reviewing constantly the history of God’s actions with His people on this earth, it will bring us under the power of the Holy Spirit and ever closer to Him. And we know that at the end of time, a group of people who are totally committed to God and keeping His Word faithfully will stand through the final events on this earth leading to the second coming. 
· The focus of the New Testament is the fulfillment of that promise, Jesus, and the historical event of His resurrection.

· The Bible makes it clear: the resurrection of Jesus was AN ACTUAL EVENT.

· The Bible also states that it was the “firstfruits” of our future resurrection (1Corinthians 15:20).

· Therefore, we can be sure that our resurrection will also be AN ACTUAL EVENT.
E  Its transforming power. 
One of the most amazing proofs of the uniqueness of the Bible is its ability to transform lives even in our day. 
John 16:13: [Jesus said:] “When, however, the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of what he hears, and will tell you of things to come.”—Good News Bible 
· When King Josiah found “the book of the law”, he was deeply moved. He tore his clothes because he recognized how far God’s people had fallen from His plan for them. Josiah then pursued a campaign to destroy all the pagan worship places where the Baals and the other pagan gods were worshiped throughout the land. They began by cleaning up the temple itself. What an incredible response to the reading of the Bible! He encouraged others to make a change in their lives, thus transforming the whole nation (2 Kings 22:3-20).
· Question: What do you think would happen if a portion of Scripture were read aloud on a downtown street in a major city in our world today? Would anyone even pay attention? 
· In order to be effective, the Bible must be read and understood individually by each one of us. It is not enough to accept the teachings of some spiritual leader, no matter how gifted that person may seem to be. 
· Terrible times are ahead of us. “The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closelywill the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested”.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 593.1. 
· Question: Do we believe the Bible? What should be our response? 
· “It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the light and encourage others to follow his example. We should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought and comparing scripture with scripture. With divine help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to answer for ourselves before God.”—The Great Controversy* 598.2.
· One of the things that makes the Bible so believable is the story-like nature of the text. Many specific geographical locations are mentioned in almost every part of the Bible. Many of these locations: (1) have been discovered, (2) have been excavated, and (3) are known to fit the biblical story. There are more specific geographical locations mentioned in the first 20 chapters of Genesis than there are in the entire Quran/Koran! All of these things help to make the Bible seem and be very real. 
· One example is the town of Bethlehem. The word Bethlehem means “the house of bread.” There, Ruth met Boaz, got married, and had a son named Obed. That son was the father of Jesse and the grandfather of King David. David would establish a dynasty which will continue forever. There, the One we know as “the Bread of life” 
· (John 6:33-51) was born. Notice how a chain of biblical places such as Bethlehem tie the stories together. 
· Do all these facts help to confirm your trust in Scripture? 
· Based on previously fulfilled prophecies in Scripture, are you sure that the prophecies in the Bible about upcoming events in the last days can be relied upon? 
· God wants to transform His people into Christians who are Christians truly in name and deed. In a small way, could we actually come to be like Jesus Himself through a careful study of the Bible under the guidance and transforming power of the Holy Spirit? 
God Bless You in Your Study!!!
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