Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 1, 2012)   January 7, 2012                                     gladadventministries.com

Glimpses of our God
Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 1, 2012) The Triune God 

Scripture Texts: Deut. 6:4; Phil. 2:6; Matt. 28:19; Gen. 1:26, 27; John 14–16.

Memory Text: "But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life" (Jude 20, 21, NKJV).
Introduction: With our feeble little minds we can never understand God unless he should choose to make himself known to us. As the saying goes, “By God alone can God be known”. Christians believe that he has indeed revealed what he is like through the authors of the books that make up our Bible, and supremely through the coming into the world of Jesus Christ. 
The Bible reveals emphatically and repeatedly that God is one. 1 Corinthians 8:4 proclaims that “there is no God but one.” God Himself declares in Isaiah 45:5, “I am Jehovah, and there is no one else; Besides Me there is no God.” What the Bible reveals to us, above all else, is the Triune God. By virtue of His Trinity, God created man, (Genesis 1:26, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”), redeemed fallen man, and dispenses His life into redeemed sinners. 
One of the 28 fundamental beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists is the belief in the Trinity. The word Trinity itself doesn’t appear in the Bible, but the teaching definitely does.  

There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal Persons. God is immortal, all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present. He is infinite and beyond human comprehension, yet known through His self-revelation. He is forever worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole creation. (Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 Timothy 1:17; Revelation 14:7). 
There are three great “monotheistic” religions in the world: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; all descended from Abraham. But among these three the Muslims
contend Christianity not a “monotheistic” religion but rather, a “polytheistic” religion. 

Question: How can we Christians claim to be a monotheistic religion if we worship “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”? 

The distinctions among God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit found in the Bible must be understood as being the way God is in Himself, however difficult for our fallen minds to grasp. The “eternal heavenly dignitaries—God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit,” as Ellen G. White calls them (Evangelism, p. 616), are equal but not identical or interchangeable. “There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal Persons.” Fundamental Belief 2 of SDA. 
In this lesson we will attempt to study, within the scope that the Bible allows, the infinitely mysterious triune relationship that exists among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Let us dive into our study!
The Oneness of God: The ancient Hebrews believed that there is only one true God. This position is unwavering all through the Old Testament. There is but one God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and not many gods as the nations and tribes around the Hebrews believed. In this sense, the religion of the Bible was unique. 
This doctrine of oneness of God is central to the Bible message, for both the OT and the NT teach it plainly. But in our Christendom today, it has produced four basic views of the Godhead: 

· Trinitarianism 

· Binitarianism 

· Strict monotheism with the denial of the full deity of Jesus Christ, and,

· Strict monotheism with an affirmation of the full deity of Jesus Christ, or oneness.  

Question: What does the Bible teach about the oneness of God?  Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” This verse became the most distinctive and most important statement of the faith for the Jews. They call it the ‘shema’, after the first word of the phrase in Hebrew. Traditionally a devout Jew always tried to make this confession of faith before death. 
In Deuteronomy 6:5, God followed the announcement of the preceding verse with a command that requires total belief in and love for Him as the one and only God: “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Notice the importance which God attaches to these two verses (Deut. 6:4-5). He commands that these verses be placed in the heart (verse 6), taught to the children throughout the day (verse 7), bound on the hand and forehead (verse 8), and written on the posts and gates of the houses (verse 9). 
Orthodox Jews literally obey these commands today by binding ‘tefillin’ (phylacteries) on their left forearms and on their foreheads when they pray, and place ‘mezuzah’ on their doors and gates. Tefillin and Mezuzah are small containers containing these verses hand written with black ink by a righteous man after certain purification rituals. (An Orthodox Jewish merchant would not sell these to Christians because to them they do not believe in and have reverence for these verses of Scriptures). Why? His concern shows the extreme reverence and depth of faith the Jews have for the concept of one God. This also reveals that a major reason for the Jewish rejection of Christianity throughout history is the perceived distortion of the monotheistic message. 
Many other Old Testament verses affirm strict monotheism such as Exodus 20:3; Deut. 5:7; Exodus 20:5; Deut. 32:39; 2 Samuel 7:22; Psalm 86:10; 1 Chronicles 17:20;  Isaiah 43:10-11; 44: 6,8,24; 45: 6, 21-22; 46:9; Malachi 2:10; Zechariah 14: 9. In short, the Old Testament speaks of God in terms of being one. 
Question: How does the New Testament talk about the oneness of God? James 2:19, 1 Cor. 8:4.

The New Testament teaches there is but one God. Jesus emphatically taught Deuteronomy 6:4, calling it the first of all the commandments (Mark 12:29-30). The New Testament presupposes the Old Testament teachings of one God repeating its messages as we read in the following: 
Romans 3:30 – “Seeing it is one God which shall justify.”
1 Corinthians 8:4 “there is none other God but one’

1 Corinthians 8:6 ‘But to us there is but one God, the Father’

Galatians 3: 20 “But God is one”

Ephesians 4:6 “One God and Father of all”

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God”

James 2:19 “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe and tremble” The Bible calls God the Holy one (1 John 2:20)
Revelation 4:2 states there is one throne in heaven and one sits upon it. 

So, the Scriptures strictly teach the oneness of God. Israel was punished and chastised every time she began to worship other gods, and polytheistic worship was one of the main reasons that God finally sent her into captivity (Acts 7:43). 

Today, God still demands a monotheistic worship of Him. We as a church are heirs of Abraham by faith, and it requires that we have the same monotheistic faith in the God of Abraham (Acts 4:13-17). 

The Deity of Christ – “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” Colossians 2:9. The Bible teaches that Jesus is fully God and fully man. Isaiah 9:6 is one of the most powerful proofs about the deity of Christ: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” The terms ‘child’ and ‘son’ refer to the Incarnation or manifestation of “The Mighty God” and “The Everlasting Father”. 
Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be called Immanuel - God with us (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-23). 
Isaiah described the Messiah as both a branch out of Jesse (father of David) and as the root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1, 10 also see Rev. 22: 16). According to the flesh he was the descendant (branch) of Jesse and David, but according to His Spirit He was their Creator and source of life (root). Jesus used this concept to confound the Pharisees when He quoted Psalm 110:1 and asked, in essence, “How could David call the Messiah Lord when the Messiah was to be the son (descendant) of David?” (Matthew 22: 41-46). 
Isaiah 35:4-6 shows that Jesus is God: “Behold your God …He will come and save you.” This passage goes on to say that when God comes the eyes of the blind would be opened, the ears of the deaf would be unstopped, the lame would leap, and the tongue of the dumb would speak. Jesus applied this passage to Himself (Luke7: 22) and of course His ministry was full of these miracles. 

Isaiah 40:3 declares that one would cry in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord…and John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy recorded in Matthew 3:3. 
· Thomas confessed Jesus as both Lord and God (John 20:28).

· Paul described Jesus as “Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).
· Peter described Him as “Our God and saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1).

· John wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God, and the word was God...” John 1:1-3

In Colossians 1:15 “Jesus is “the image of the invisible God.” In Hebrews 1:6 tells us that the angels worshipped Him at His birth. In John 10:30-33 Jesus said, “I and my Father are one.”  In Revelation 1: 11-18 Jesus is the subject and identifies himself as the Alfa and the omega.

The Scriptures testify fully to the deity of Jesus Christ. God was manifest in the body as Jesus. Paul tells us in 1Timothy 3:16 that it is the great mystery of godliness: God manifest in the flesh… But this mystery has been revealed to us through His word. 

The Holy Spirit: Who is the Holy Spirit? The Bible reveals that the Holy Spirit is a person. The early believers viewed Him as a person as it says in Acts 15:28, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us.” Jesus Christ spoke of Him as a distinct person in John 16:14, “He will glorify Me,” He said, “for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” Scriptures referring to the triune God describe the Spirit as a person (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). 
The Holy Spirit has personality. He strives (Gen.6:3), teaches (Luke 12:12), convicts (John 16:8), directs church affairs (Acts 13:2), helps and intercedes (Romans 8:26), inspires (2 Peter 1:21), and sanctifies (1 Peter 1:2). 

The Holy Spirit is truly God for He is holy. It is evident from a comparison of Acts 5:3 with Acts 5:4 and 1 Corinthians 3:16 with 6:19. These passages identify the Holy Ghost with God Himself. 
We find the Spirit mentioned throughout the Old Testament beginning with Gen. 1:2. When we speak of the Holy Spirit, we are reminding ourselves of God’s invisible works among men and of His ability to anoint, baptize, fill, and indwell human lives. It speaks of God in activity: “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” Peter tells us that the Prophets of old were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21). 
Jesus defined the unpardonable sin as “blasphemy against the Spirit,” (Matt. 12:31.32). This could be true only if the Holy Spirit is God.
In Unity, Equality and Salvation : The first advent of Christ gives us a much clear insight into the triune God. The Gospel of John reveals that Godhead consists of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal persons having a unique and mysterious relationship. 
This unity can also be understood in the light of Genesis 2:24, “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife, and they become one.” The word translated one in this passage is the same as the word one used to describe God’s essential oneness. 
The Hebrew word echad is not a mathematical term. It talks about a complex unity with separate parts which are distinct. It is a mystery that Paul often talks about. There is no distance between the persons of the triune God. There is orderliness that preserves the union within the Godhead. The Father seems to act as source, the Son as mediator, and the Spirit as applier (SDA Fundamental beliefs, p. 24). 

The incarnation demonstrates the unity and working relationship of the Godhead. The Father gave his Son, Christ gave Himself, and the Spirit gave Jesus birth (John 3:16; Matt. 1:18, 20). 
The angel’s testimony to Mary clearly indicates the activities of all three in the mystery of God becoming man (Luke 1:35). 

At the baptism of Christ each member of the Godhead was present: The Father giving encouragement (Matt. 3:17), Christ giving Himself to be baptized as our example (Matt. 3:13-15), and the Spirit giving Himself to Jesus to empower Him (Luke 3:21, 22). 

At the end of His earthly life Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit as counselor and comforter (John 14:16). Few hours later, hanging on the cross, Jesus cried out to His Father, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt 27:46). In those climatic moments for salvation to the entire world the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were all working in unity. 
Today, the Father and the Son reach out to us through the Holy Spirit who convicts us. The great burden of the Trinity is to bring God and the knowledge of Christ to everyone (John 17:3). Thus He commissioned the church to baptize persons in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost (Matt 28:19). 

The Spirit is revealed and received through the name Jesus. Thus it was through Jesus that God’s love and purpose are revealed. He is the focus and hope foreshadowed in the Old Testament sacrifices and festivals. He is the Good News proclaimed by the disciples – the Blessed Hope. The Old Testament looked forward to His coming; the New Testament reports His first Advent and looks forward to His return. Christ, the mediator between God and us, thus unites us to the Godhead. Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). 
For at the cross the triune God made a full revelation of His unselfish love. There was our most complete revelation of Godhead’s infinite love and saving power. He revealed a triune God who was willing to go through the agony of separation to proclaim His loving invitation to us: Be reconciled, “and the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7, NIV). 
God Bless You!!!
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