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Lesson – 10 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From Confession to Consolation 

Scripture Texts: Daniel 9; Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10; 2 Kings 19:15-19; Matt. 5:16; James 5:16.
Introduction: The chapter 9 of the book of Daniel contains one of the great prayers of the Bible. The entire chapter is Daniel’s prayer and God’s response. Daniel was praying because he had studied the prophecies found in Jeremiah 25:11-12 and 29:10 in which God had told Jeremiah that the time of exile in Babylon would be 70 years. Daniel recognized that that time period was about to come to an end. 
Ten years prior to this, he had been given the message that we find in Daniel 8 regarding the ram and the he-goat. At the end of that prophecy, Daniel was told: “‘It will continue for 2,300 evenings and mornings, during which sacrifices will not be offered. Then the Temple will be restored.’” (Daniel 8:14, GNB*) At the time, it made Daniel sick because he could not understand it. 
Now with this background, let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Daniel's prayer:

· Studying the Scriptures. Daniel 9:1-2.

· Daniel was faithfully studying the Scriptures, and he found out that Jerusalem would remain devastated for 70 years while they lived in Babylon (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10). This was a consequence of the sins of God's people (Leviticus 26:31-35; see 2 Chronicles 36:17-21).
· In that moment (538 BC), Daniel had been serving Babylon for almost 70 years (605 BC), and the total desolation of Jerusalem and the Temple had taken place almost 50 years before (586 BC). 
· By a careful study of the chronology, we can determine that this prayer was offered in 539 B.C. –the very year that the Medo-Persian Empire replaced Babylonia. Daniel felt certain that something very important for the Jewish people was about to happen. But, he also recognized that the sins of God’s people were continuing to “pile up.” 
·  As a young student in Jerusalem, it is very likely that Daniel carefully studied the book of Leviticus. Had he memorized it? 
· He accessed and understood the time he was living in, and he turned to God to claim His promises.
· How carefully are we studying God’s Word in order to understand what the implications are for our time? 
· Acknowledging their sin. Daniel 9:3-14.

· Daniel's prayer was an intercessory one, like Moses' (Ex. 32:11-13) and Elijah's (1Kings 18:41-46).
· Daniel made the people's sins his own, coming to God with all their sin and unworthiness. 
· He also recognized that God’s name was being mocked because of the condition of His people. 
· He didn't try to excuse sin or play it down. He was fully aware of them! They had broken the Law. They had not responded to God's warnings. They deserved their punishment. However, Daniel interceded for the people and asked for God's mercy. 

· He recognized that only God could answer the questions that he had. And he appealed to God’s grace. 
· When we pray for others or for God's people, God hears our prayers and can act in their favor. Do we have reasons why we should be praying similar prayers in our days? 
· Asking for grace. Daniel 9:15-19
· Daniel prayed for God's undeserved grace and forgiveness. This is how our prayers to God should be.

· Which arguments did Daniel use in his request for God's forgiveness?

(1) God's justice (v. 16).

(2) God's love (v. 17).

(3) God's mercy (v. 18).

(4) For God's sake (v. 19a).

(5) For God's name's sake (v. 19b).

B  God's answer:

· Explaining the vision. Daniel 9:20-24.

· Daniel was worried about that vision, because he had understood that the sin of his people could make the desolation of Jerusalem last even longer (v. 16).

· Gabriel began his explanation by telling Daniel that 70 weeks had been cut (determined) “for your people and for your holy city.” (v. 24)

· During that time period, God's people would have to prepare for the work the Messiah was going to do for them (and for us).

· What's the work Jesus would do after those 70 weeks? Daniel 9:24.

(1) To finish the transgression: To end the rebellion against God. The Hebrew word for “transgression” (pesha‘) suggests the willful violations by an inferior against a superior (for example, Prov. 28:24). Through the blood of Jesus, however, rebellion against God is declared null, and humans are offered the merits that flow from Calvary. 
(2) To bring sin to an end: To forgive sin. Since the Fall, the human race has been unable to live up to God’s standards, but Jesus the Messiah will take care of our failures. 
(3) To expiate the iniquity or to make reconciliation for iniquity: To pay the price the Law demands. 
(4) To bring in everlasting righteousness: To make us righteous forever. Christ took our place on the cross and thereby bestowed upon us the blessed condition of “being right” with God. Only by faith can we receive this righteousness that comes from God. 
(5) To seal the vision and the prophecy: What does that mean? To fulfill the Messianic prophecies. When Christ offered Himself in sacrifice, the Old Testament prophecies that pointed to His atoning work were sealed up in the sense that they were fulfilled. 
(6) To anoint the Most Holy: To open the Heavenly Sanctuary, beginning the interceding work. The Most Holy mentioned here is not a person but a place. So, the statement refers to the anointing of the heavenly sanctuary as Christ was inaugurated there as our great High Priest (Heb. 8:1) 
Question: Why do you think God gave Daniel that confusing message in Daniel 8 and waited 10 years to give Daniel the key information to understand it? 

This is a very important passage to Seventh-day Adventists. We began to see the importance of it after the careful study of William Miller in the 1820s and 1830s during which time he determined that the 70-week prophecy was linked to the 2,300-year prophecy by being “cut off” from it. Something can only be “cut off” from either the beginning or the end of something else. 
And Daniel was told that: According to the biblical text, the 70 weeks are “determined,” or “cut off.” This indicates that the time period of 490 years has been cut from a larger time period; that is, from the 2,300 years designated in the vision of chapter 8. It follows from this that the 2,300 years and the 490 years must have the same starting point, namely, 457 B.C. 
· The prophetic calendar. Daniel 9:25-27.

· The 70 weeks are cut off from the longer 2,300-day period, and have the same beginning. 

·  During the seventieth week, other crucial events will take place: 
· (1) “Messiah shall be cut off” (Dan. 9:26, NKJV), which refers to the death of Christ. 
· (2) The Messiah “shall confirm a covenant with many for one week” (Dan. 9:27, NKJV). This is the special mission of Jesus and the apostles to the Jewish nation. It is undertaken during the last “week,” from A.D. 27 to 34. 
· (3) “But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering” (Dan. 9:27, NKJV). Three and a half years after His baptism (that is, in the middle of the week), Jesus brings the sacrificial system to an end–in the sense that it no longer has any more prophetic significance–by offering Himself as the final and perfect sacrifice of the New Covenant, thus voiding the need for any more animal sacrifices. The last week of the 70-week prophecy ends in A.D. 34, when Stephen is martyred and the gospel message begins to reach not only the Jews but the Gentiles, as well [because intense persecution started in and around Jerusalem. (Acts 8:1) However, the message did not really begin to be spread to the Gentiles until some time later. (See Acts 11:19-26.) As far as we know, William Miller, one of the main movers in the advent movement in the early 1800s, was the first one to work out the details of the 2,300-year-day prophecy. 
From 457 B.C. down to 34 A.D., is a period of 490 years or 70 weeks/490 days. Then, from 34 A.D. to 1844 A.D. is a period of 1810 years, thus completing the 2,300 years.
                                   2,300 Days …………..(2,300 Years)                              

                                   490 years ……………..1,810 years 
                         457 B.C.-----------------34 A.D.-----------------1844
The reading of Scripture was central to Daniel’s prayer and his hope. Daniel waited 10 years for an answer to his questions. Nearly 70 years had passed since he had been taken into Babylonian captivity. He was pleading with God not only for an answer to his prayers, but also for something to be done for Jerusalem and Judea. This prayer obviously focused on the condition of God’s people in exile in Daniel’s day. 
In light of what we have learned in this lesson, should we continue to pray for all of God’s people in our day?
Note: Please follow the chart below!

God Bless You!!!
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“A day for each year” (Ezekiel 4:6)
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