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Lesson – 10 Qtr – 2, 2018     America and Babylon            GladAdventMinistries

Introduction: - America in Bible Prophecy! Can this be really true yes, absolutely that the most powerful and influential nation on earth will have a role to play in the closing events of earth’s history? In this lesson, our focus is on the two beasts mentioned in Revelation 13. Beasts in Bible prophecy symbolize nations or world powers (Daniel 7:17, 23). 
Two world powers are symbolized in Revelation chapter 13. Let’s dive into our lesson study and learn! 
A  THE BEAST FROM THE SEA. Revelation 13:1-10.
Revelation 13:1-10, describing the sea beast, says that the characteristics of this sea beast include many of the characteristics of the dragon/Satan described in Revelation 12:3,9 and the four beasts in Daniel 7:4-7, i.e., a total of seven heads and ten horns with body parts from a leopard, a bear, and a lion, and including the head and the horns from the nondescript beast. 
· Let’s compare this beast to “little horn” in Daniel so we can identify him.

· He spoke great things (Revelation 13:5) ( He shall intend to change times and law (Daniel 7:25)

· He continued for 42 months (Revelation 13:5) ( He continued for 3.5 years (Daniel 7:25)

· He blasphemed against God (Revelation 13:6) ( He shall speak against the Most High (Daniel 7:25)

· He made war with the saints (Revelation 13:7) ( He shall persecute the saints
(Daniel 7:25)

· The only institution that fulfilled that prediction is papacy. He was the heir of the Roman Empire and reigned for 1,260 years (42 months, 3.5 years)

B  THE BEAST FROM THE EARTH. Revelation 13:11-13.
We know from Revelation that water symbolizes areas of the world that have a large population. "The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Revelation 17:15. Therefore, the earth represents the opposite. It means that this new nation would arise in an area of the world that had been virtually unpopulated before the late 1700s. 
· The beast is similar to the United States of North America.

· He comes up from Earth: The United States were founded in a place with little population and soon after the end of the 1,260 years (1776 AD)
· What is symbolized by its two lamb-like horns and absence of crowns? 
· He has two horns like a lamb: Civil and religious powers were separated. That guaranteed freedom of conscience. He was peaceful like a lamb at first. Lamb-like horns denote an innocent, young, non-oppressive, peace-loving, and spiritual nation. 
· What specifically will the United States do that will cause it to speak as a dragon?
· He speaks like a dragon: He became an oppressor later. “Exercises all the authority of the first beast” (Revelation 13:12)
· He makes everyone worship the papacy: He’s not a religious power, but he supports the papacy and does wonders.

C  THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST. Revelation 13:14-17.

· An “image” of the papacy will emerge when civil and religious power comes together in the United States.

· In that moment, the people of God will have to choose between worshipping the beast and his image, and worshipping Creator (Revelation 14:6-11)
D  BABYLON THE GREAT. Revelation 17:1-6.

· The tower of Babel was built to “ascend above the heights of the clouds” and to “be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:14). Every attempt to divert the worship from the Creator is part of Babylon the great. 

· Babel, or later, Babylon has always been a center of false worship. The original word, bab-el, meant “gateway to the gods.” Like Lucifer in heaven, (Isaiah 14:14) those original tower builders in Babel thought that they could defeat God’s plans! (Genesis 9:8-11)
· Babylon is a forgery of the true Church in chapter 12.
· The United States, as head of this international movement, will next influence the nations of the world to impose a death sentence upon all who refuse to worship the beast or his image. Another name for this worldwide coalition is “Babylon the Great.” 
E  THE ANGEL THAT ILLUMINATES THE EARTH. Revelation 18:1-5.
The Bible says the entire world will be “illuminated” with glory (Revelation 18:1). Every person on earth will be reached (Mark 16:15) with God’s end-time, three-point message of Revelation 14:6–14. God’s last-day church will grow with amazing speed as millions join God’s people and accept His offer of salvation by grace and faith in Jesus, which transforms them into His obedient servants. Many people and leaders from all countries of the world will refuse to worship the beast nor embrace his false teachings. Instead, they will worship and obey Jesus. They will then receive His holy Sabbath sign, or mark, in their foreheads (Revelation 7:2, 3), thus sealing them for eternity. 
· The last message involves worshipping the Creator, the fall of Babylon and the punishment for all those who receive the ‘mark of the beast’.
· How will people actually receive the mark of the beast? 
1. This power is different from the beast of the sea: it is not religious; it is not worshiped (Rev. 13:12, 15). It is only political; it can kill (Rev. 13:15) and functions as an economic power; it determines who can buy or sell (Rev. 13:17). 
2. This power comes into prominence after the beast of the sea, and it begins to act immediately after the beast of the sea receives its wound (Rev. 13:12); hence, by the end of the eighteenth century. 
3. This power has a reassuring character. It looks like the lamb (Rev. 13:11) that is the symbol of Jesus Christ in His vulnerability. Yet, it speaks like a dragon; it has tremendous power. Also, it comes from the “land”–a sparsely populated part of the earth, unlike the beast from the sea (see Rev. 17:15). 
4. This power exercises an important political and cultural influence on the world; it is a superpower.—Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 135. 
· That message is a warning today. Soon the mark of the beast or being part of Babylon will make the difference between worshipping God or men.
· How is the mark of the beast related to Sunday worship? Does it have something to do with the differences between the meanings of Sabbath worship and Sunday worship? 
· Recently, PopeFrancis visited theUnitedStates. Look at these comments from Time Magazine regarding that visit: 
“He came as a shepherd and was everywhere tending his flock, with the human touch that has enthralled even skeptics. . . . We’ve seen elements of this pageant before: Paul VI was the first Pope to visit the U.S., back in 1965, when Vatican II had just begun. . . . John Paul II made seven U.S. visits during his 27-year tenure. . . . But none of that occurred in the age of Instagram, when every one of the millions who came out to see him could share the experience with millions more. . . . He’s the first Pope to do a Google Hangout and the first to amass over 20 million Twitter followers.”—Time (Oct. 5, 2015, pp. 36, 40.)—[as quoted in Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 136].
· The aim of the pope is to unify the Christian world. In January 2014, Francis presided over an ecumenical worship service at the Basilica of St. Paul with Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, and other Christian representatives and emphasized the need for Christian unity. Francis said, “It is unacceptable to consider ‘divisions in the Church as something natural, inevitable,’ because ‘divisions wound Christ’s body [and] impair the witness that we are called to give to him before the world.’ ” —Catholic Herald, January 27, 2014 

· How should we respond to these critical events happening before our eyes? Are we up to the challenge?
· There are still many people who don’t know how to worship the Creator. When the right moment comes, the Holy Spirit will descend with power and the Remnant will proclaim the loud cry: “Come out of her, my people.” (Revelation 18:4)
· How can we be safe from powerful end-time deceptions? 
A. Test every teaching by the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11; Isaiah 8:20).
B. Follow truth as Jesus reveals it. Jesus promised that those who genuinely want to obey Him will never end up in error (John 7:17).
C. Stay close to Jesus daily (John 15:5).
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