Lesson – 11                              June 16, 2018                                            GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 11 (Qtr – 2, 2018) God’s Seal or the Beast’s Mark 

Memory Text: - “Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints” (Revelation 15:3). 
Introduction: - Revelation 15 speaks about the Song of Moses and the Lamb and it is sung by “them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name”, as they stand on the sea of glass in heaven (Rev. 15:2). Why is this called the song of Moses and the Lamb? How can we be among that number? 
Comparing this passage with Exodus 15, we see that Moses and Miriam were celebrating the deliverance from Egypt when they sang the song of Moses and Miriam. What will the sealed of God be celebrating while singing the song of Moses and the Lamb? 
We as the Remnant church believe that the proclamation of the third Angel’s message is the true sign of God’s true last – day people. And it warns us against receiving the mark of the beast. Therefore we must have a clear understanding of this message in order to proclaim it to others too. 
This week’s lesson deals with the ‘mark of the beast’ and the Seal of God. Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 
A. Who should we worship?
The last chapters of Revelation speak much about Babylon. What is this Babylon? (See 1 Peter 5:13.) Remember that ancient Babel, the original site of Babylon, which meant “gate of the gods.” The builders of that tower believed that they were going to find a way around God’s plans! 
‘Babel (ba’bel). [Heb. Babel. According to Gen 11:9 the name means “confusion,” based, evidently, on the fact that the Hebrew verb balal means “to confuse.” The Babylonians, however, explained the name of their city, which they called Bâbilu, to mean “gate of god” or Bâbi–ilâni, “gate of the gods” (RLA 1:333).—Horn, S. H. (1979). “Babel.” In SDA Bible Dictionary* 108. Review and Herald Publishing Association. 
What are the signs of God’s worshippers? 
· Signs of God’s worshippers. Genesis 17:11; Exodus 31:13.
· In Old Testament times, there were two marks or seals which were signs of one’s relationship to God. 
· God established an external mark for Abraham, circumcision. That was an external sign of the circumcision of the heart (Deuteronomy 30:6). That sign was replaced by the new birth, faith and the Commandments (Galatians 6:15 ;5:6; 1 Cor. 7:19) 
· The second external sign is observing the Sabbath, a day separated for worshipping God (Exodus 31:13)
· In New Testament times, the sign of male circumcision was replaced by the ordinance of baptism. Both of these signs were intended to imply that a person’s mind and heart were dedicated to the Lord. (See Deut. 30:6 and Romans 2:28-29. Compare 1 Corinthians 7:19; Galatians 5:6; 6:15.) 
· Signs of the beast’s worshippers. Revelation 14:9-10.

· The church shall think to “change times and law” (Daniel 7:25) during the Dark Ages, so a false day of worship was established: Sunday (replacing the Saturday Sabbath)

· In the End Time, the message of coming back to the true worship and rejecting the false one will divide mankind into two groups of worshippers, with different destinies (Revelation 14:6-11)
B. Which are the distinctive marks?

· The seal of God. Revelation 7:1-8; 14:1.

· The seal of God has always been receiving the Holy Spirit and being separated from sin. Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 2 Timothy 2:19.
· In addition to that seal, there’s a special seal in Revelation 7:1-8 and 14:1 in the End Time, that contrasts with the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:16)

(1) A seal on their foreheads: Those worshipping with conviction, either God or the beast.

(2) A seal on their hand: Those worshipping the beast for self interest or for fear.

· The mark of the beast. Revelation 13:17.
What law was it that the little horn power tried to change? Didn’t it have something to do with time? 

It is interesting to note that in the Ten Commandments of Exodus 20:3-17, the one commandment which deals with time is the Sabbath commandment. Has anyone tried to change that commandment? The answer, of course, is yes. The little horn power–the second phase of the mighty Roman Empire–has claimed the authority to change the day of worship from the Sabbath (Saturday) to Sunday which they would claim is the day of the Lord. Notice something interesting in Revelation 12-14. Whereas Revelation 14:7 is the only passage that speaks about true worship, there are six others that warn against the false worship of the beast and his image. See Revelation 13:4,8,12,15; 14:9-11.
· The beast introduces a modified law and a false day of worship. That is the mark of the beast.

· This prophecy about the mark of the beast will be fulfilled when worshipping God on Sunday instead of Sabbath involves restrictions or even death, not before that.

C. Why is Sabbath the seal? Ezekiel 20:20.
The seal of God is a mark of ownership, signifying that we belong to our Creator. Furthermore, it is clear that those who receive that seal on their foreheads will, one day, stand on the sea of glass and be recognized as God’s faithful, redeemed people. 
· The Sabbath was given to mankind at Creation. It also later became a symbol of Redemption (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)
· In old documents, a seal included the identity, the title and the dominion of the person signing the document. 
· Exodus 20:8-11 identifies the Sabbath as a seal that includes the identity (the Lord), title (Creator) and the dominion (everything) of God.

· This will be the distinctive mark of those who have accepted Christ’s redeeming work in the end Time; those who worship the Creator the way He wants to be worshipped.
· It is important to notice that the seal of God is placed only on the forehead. This implies that only those who are fully committed to, and willing to give their lives for, the truths they believe will receive that seal. 
· “Those who are uniting with the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for eternity.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 5, 216.1.
· Does our keeping of the Sabbath clearly identify us as the sealed people of God?
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