Lesson – 12 (Qtr – 2, June 23, 2018)                                                               GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 12 (Qtr – 2, 2018) Babylon and Armageddon 

Introduction: - While reading and studying the book of Revelation, one may find that it is full of images and terms that comes from the Old Testament. The name Babylon appears six times in Revelation 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21. There is good evidence that it is not talking about the ancient kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar nor that of his ancestors. John was using it as a code word for Rome. Babylon represented a powerful religious and political entity seeking to crush Judaism and their religion.
A  BABYLON:

· What is Babylon? What do they mean? 
· Babylon is a spiritual metaphor here that John was warning God’s people to get out of Babylon because Babylon is corrupt and will soon fall.
(1) Jerusalem—the city of God—represents those who worship God correctly.

(2) Babylon (confusion) represents a chaotic and corrupt worship.
What are some of the reasons why God has told His people to get out of Babylon? 
· It is very clear that God describes Babylon as a sexually immoral entity full of unrestrained lust and riches. It is described as a religio-political compact between an apostate church and the nations of earth. (Revelation 17:5; Isaiah 23:15-17).

What is this “wine of the wrath of her fornication”? (Revelation 14:8) 

· Clearly, that must be a reference to the corrupt practices, false teachings, and false doctrines of an apostate church. And those false teachings, practices, and doctrines will apparently spread all over the world. Do we see any hint of that today? 
· Unfortunately, “all the nations” worship in Babylon’s style 
(Revelation 18:3)
· Babylon is fallen.
· “Babylon is fallen,... because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” She has not yet made all nations do this. The spirit of world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and has been gaining ground in churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination. 
· The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work “with all power and signs and lying wonders, [390] and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;” and they that “received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” will be left to receive “strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 389.2-390.0. 
· Once all the religious systems are corrupted, the Holy Spirit will descend with power on the Remnant. The faithful worshippers who remain in “Babylon” but are unaware will be called out (Revelation 8:1-5)
· The literal city of Babylon fell when Cyrus conquered it. He diverted the waters of the Euphrates, drying up its riverbed. Spiritual Babylon will fall when the “spiritual Euphrates” is dried up during the sixth plague (Revelation 16:12). Then the last battle will take place: Armageddon.
B  ARMAGEDDON:

· What is Armageddon?
· The word Armageddon almost certainly refers to an expression found in Isaiah 14:13 where it is sometimes translated “mount of assembly.” However, clearly, that mount of assembly in Isaiah 14 refers to the place in the far north where they believed the gods assemble! 
· Who was it that always has wanted to be a “God”? And what is he willing to do to try to achieve that? Read Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. Clearly, these passages are in reference to Satan’s attempts to rise to equality with God. In light of what we know about the great controversy, the word Armageddon could be translated “mount of assembly” which in ancient Hebrew thinking meant “the place where God lives.” 
· Armageddon was not originally a Greek word; it is a Hebrew word talking about a certain mountain. In light of what we know about the great controversy from the Old Testament, this is a very important mountain and a very important conflict. 
· Har-Mageddon: Mount of Megiddo. Is it a real or symbolic place?

(1) Mount of Megiddo does not exist.

(2) Everything is symbolic in the sixth plague: The dragon, the beast, the false prophet, the frogs…

(3) If that were literal, there would be no need to dry up the Euphrates to attack Palestine nowadays.

· Armageddon is the high point of the spiritual worship battle, the final battle between the forces loyal to God and those loyal to Satan. Satan will gather together every possible force he can enlist to support his side to make his claims that he is the ruler of this world. 
· The two mounts.

· As at Carmel, people worship and follow false gods today, but God has true witnesses.

· This time, the roles are changed, and the people of God are persecuted.

· The key question is, who will you worship?
· How can we be certain that we are on God’s side and ready to stand up even to offer our lives for Him instead of being deceived by the Devil? 
· It is very interesting to note that God spoke of Cyrus the victor in the battle between MediaPersia and Babylon as His chosen person to accomplish a great work. (Isaiah 44:27-28 and Jeremiah 50:38) So, what did Cyrus accomplish? 
· “[Cyrus] posted his army at the place where the river enters the city, and another part of it where the stream issues from the city, and bade his men enter the city by the channel of the Euphrates when they should see it to be fordable. . . . When this happened, the Persians who were posted with this intent made their way into Babylon by the channel of the Euphrates, which had now sunk about to the height of the middle of a man’s thigh.”—Herodotus I, Books I and II, translated by A. D. Godley (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1975), p. 239.—[as quoted in The Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 161-162 including content in brackets].
· The end of the controversy.
· What parallels can you think of between the conquest of ancient Babylon in the days of Belshazzar and the final conquest of this earth by God in the battle of Armageddon? 
· We do not have the choice of avoiding getting involved in the battle of Armageddon. We will either fall with Babylon; or, we will stand straight and tall on the side of God. Which side will we be on? 
· Those who decide to worship the beast and its image by accepting a false day of worship will be destroyed “with the brightness of His coming.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8)

· Those who remain faithful to God—like Elijah—in the final battle will go with Jesus at His Second Coming (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
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