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Lesson – 13 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From Dust to Stars 

Scripture Texts: Daniel 12; Romans 8:18,34; Luke 10:20; Hebrews 2:14-15; John 14:29; Revelation 11:3
Introduction: The book of Daniel begins with Nebuchadnezzar from Babylon, entering the land of Judea and taking captives. And it ends with Michael, standing up to deliver God’s people from end-time Babylon. What a contrast! 
Throughout the saga of the book of Daniel, we find Daniel and his friends remained faithful to their God through life-threatening situations. That is the hope this book gives us and that will also be true of those who stand up at the end of time when there will be “a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation.” (Daniel 12:1, KJV*) Daniel 12 goes on to tell us that those who are wise will lead others to righteousness. (Daniel 12:3) 
A  The End Time:

· Michael stands up. Daniel 12:1.
· Who is this Michael? One of the major challenges in this lesson is determining exactly who Michael is. From previous lessons we have noted that the name Michael means, “Who is likeGod?” or “TheOne who is like God.” But, as we will see, there are a number of passages in Scripture which help to identify Michael the Archangel as Jesus Christ Himself. 
· What does it mean to say that Michael will stand up? 
· Standing up is many times related to military actions. Michael acts as a military leader who protects His people and leads them, especially during the last stages of the Great Controversy.

· The expression is also used in judgement settings. We Know from the legal system that when someone stands in your place in a judgment setting, that person speaks on your behalf. Michael stands up as a lawyer too. He represents the people of God before the court in Heaven. 
· The time of trouble. Daniel 12:1.

· This time of trouble is not the overall distress before the Second Coming of Jesus (Luke 21:25), but a distress that will affect only the people of God. They’ll wonder if theirs sins have actually been forgiven. 
· It is scary to think that what is coming at the end of time will be the most severe plagues or troubles that the world has ever seen. Unfortunately, after reading Revelation 15:1, many believe that it is God who pours out those plagues on the earth. However, Ellen G. White clearly states that, “The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent. God’s long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fiercewindsof humanpassion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old. —Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 614.1-2 
· This time of trouble will begin after grace ends and God takes His Spirit away from Earth (Revelation 22:11), as the first plagues are poured down.

· Everyone “who is found written in the book” will be delivered. Which book is it?

· This is undoubtedly the Book of Life (Philippians 4:3, Revelation 3:5; 20:5). Everyone who has accepted Jesus will remain written in this book if they don’t apostatize. We’re saved by faith in Jesus! 
· In Daniel 7:9-10, we read about books being opened in heaven. What are those books? What do they contain? There are two specific types of books mentioned inScripture: 
· (1) There is one set of books which contains the names of thosewho belongtotheLord, sometimes designated as the “book of life” where their names were written before the foundation of this earth. (Exodus 32:32; Luke 10:20; Psalm 69:28; Philippians 4:30; Revelation 17:8) 
· (2) God also has a complete and unerringly accurate record of everything that has ever happened on this earth. (Psalm 56:8; Malachi 3:16; Isaiah 65:6) 
· What is and will be really happening in this judgment? 

· The resurrection. Daniel 12:2-3, 13.

· There are two references to the resurrection (v. 2 and 13). This means that eternal life will be given to us in that moment, not when we die. We’ll sleep in death from the moment we die until the resurrection. 
· From this reference we should learn at least two things: (1) The idea that the dead are sleeping indicates that there is no immortal soul that is floating around on a cloud somewhere. (2) Genesis 2:7 makes it clear that the body plus the breath or spirit makes the soul. Thus, we believe that the dead are unconscious and will remain so until the resurrection. 
· We cannot do or think about nothing while we’re dead (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10). Not even praising God (Psalm 115:17).

· The important thing is whether we’ll be resurrected to life or to death. It’s a decision we must make today, while there’s still time and hope.

B  The waiting time:

· The sealed time. Daniel 12:4, 8-9.

· Unlike Revelation, Daniel is a sealed book (Revelation 22:10). It seems strange to us that prophecies that God revealed to Daniel should be sealed up. Nevertheless, the seal will be broken at a specific moment, then the book will be fully understood. That moment is the End Time. 
· When does the End Time begin? As we studied in Daniel 11:40, the French Revolution and the imprisonment of the Pope by the Napoleonic army (1798 AD) indicate the beginning of the End Time. 
· From that moment, numerous expositors in England, Joseph Wolff in the Middle East, Manuel Lacunza in South America, and William Miller in the United States, together with a host of other students of the prophecies, declared, on the basis of their study of the prophecies of Daniel, that the second advent was at hand. 
· The revealed time. Daniel 12:5-7, 10-12.

· After Gabriel finished his exposition, an angel asked Jesus (the man clothed in linen): How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?” (v. 6). Jesus swore that the end would come after a period of 1,260 years (3 and a half times).

· Daniel requested a detailed explanation (v. 8), so two prophetic times were given to him: 1,290 and 1,335 years. Let us deal with the 1,260 day-year time period. 
· As we already know, that period of papal supremacy extended from A.D. 538 to 1798. During that time, Roman suppression and murder of faithful Bible-believing Christians was severe. 
· Daniel 7:25 “He will speak against the Supreme God and oppress God’s people. He will try to change their religious laws and festivals, and God’s people will be under his power for three and a half years.”—Good News Bible.* 
· Revelation 11:3 “I will send my two witnesses dressed in sackcloth, and they will proclaim God’s message during those 1,260 days.”—Good News Bible.* 
· Both periods begin with the removal of the “daily” and the setting up of the “abomination of desolation.” From the lesson on Daniel 8, we learned that the “daily” refers to the continual intercession of Christ, which was replaced with a counterfeit worship system. Thus, this prophetic period should start in A.D. 508, when Clovis, king of the Francs, converted to the Catholic faith. This important event paved the way for the union between church and state, which held sway throughout the MiddleAges. Hence, 1,290 days ended in 1798, when the pope was arrested by the French emperor Napoleon. And the 1,335 days, the last prophetic period mentioned in Daniel, ended in 1843. This was the time of the Millerite movement and renewed study of the biblical prophecies. It was a time of waiting and hope in the imminent coming of Jesus.—Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* for Thursday, March 26. †
Question: What have we seen through these final stages of the prophecies of Daniel?
God’s people have been persecuted repeatedly. Many have been martyred; but, ultimately, God’s faithful people will be vindicated and will live forever with Him in heaven. 
The prophecies that we alreadyhave from Daniel and Revelation need to be read and reread until we understand them. Then, when these events take place, we will realize that God knew in advance what was coming. 
Thanks for studying these lessons with me. God Bless you!!! 
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