Lesson – 13 (Qtr – 1, 2012) March 31, 2012                               gladadventministries.com
Glimpses of our God

Lesson – 13 The Promise of His Return
Scripture Texts:  2 Pet. 3:1–10, 13; John 14:2, 3; Dan. 2:44; Hebrews 9:28; 11; Rev. 6:9–11; Luke 12:42–48.
Memory Text: ‘And behold I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work’ Revelation 22:12 
Introduction:  There are thousands of God’s promises in the Bible. God is faithful and true in everything that He says and does. We can count on the promises of God in the Bible to be absolutely trustworthy. One of the promises that He made through His Son Jesus Christ was of His personal, physical return. The personal return of Jesus Christ from heaven is the divinely ordained event whereby God’s purpose for the earth and mankind will be brought to its ultimate fruition. As if to give added emphasis to the Lord’s own statements about his promised return, the personal and physical return of Christ was proclaimed by the angels immediately after His ascension. “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 

It is the reality that Christ came into the world once to bear the sins of mankind, and was raised from the grave; it is just as certain that he will return a second time to establish His kingdom. We read in Hebrews 9: 27-28 that says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgement: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” This Bible study focuses on the Second coming of Christ. In the early days of our history, the early Adventists were so focused on Jesus’ return that this hope became a part of our name. 
So, what is God waiting for? What do we need to do to get ready? Are you waiting for something to happen before you get serious about His coming? How soon do you think Jesus might actually return? Is God waiting for the world to become more sinful? Are we ready to do what God asks us to do all the time? Are we really ready for His coming? Wow! So many questions come in our mind. And the last one, how will we know and when will we know? Let us dive into our study and find out? 

The Beginning and the End: God has made many, many promises in his word. In fact, the Bible is full of promises. And one of those many promises was told by Jesus himself, when he pledged to the disciples that He would come again to this world. 

The word ‘promise’ as taken from the Hebrew is the word “dabar” and refers to a purposed oracle. The Greek word for promise is ‘epaggelia,’ and specifically refers to the idea that a Biblical promise rests on a divine pledge (a literal vow made by God). A promise is therefore a solemn pledge to perform, or bring to pass (by bringing to pass) or grant a specified thing or action. 

Bible writers did not always despair, however, because they knew the final outcome. The last chapters in the books of Isaiah and Revelation assure us that the destruction of sin is coming and that God’s kingdom will be restored. It is going to be just like the beginning because Jesus assures us that He is the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end. By this He tells us that He was there in the beginning and He will be there in the end too. His promises today are particularly evident in the fulfilled work of Christ. 

We should trust completely that god’s promise of eternal life is secure, and rest assured that his promise to return back is just as certain. 

Promise and Expectation:  The return of the Lord is an absolute divine promise. It is commonly asserted that the New Testament is concerned with the presentation of three great Biblical promises. Those three promises basically include the following: 
· That the Son of God has already been to the earth, (as promised) and has gone away into Heaven. 
· That the Holy Spirit has come down to the earth in the Lord’s absence to assist and or perform certain functions in conjunction with the Lord’s followers until the Lord returns. 

· That the Son of God will indeed come back to this earth again upon God’s own appointed time, as promised. (Psalm 102:13) 
It is amazing that eve n as Jesus faced the cruel prospect of the Cross that he made it a priority to encourage his disciples. His words were, and still remain words of great encouragement recorded in John 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
The opening phrase, “let not your heart be troubled,” has always had a very special appeal to all. This phrase conveys a comforting, soothing, settling, and calm assurance to our hearts and minds that the Lord isn’t disengaged from the ongoing events in this world, but rather that He is watching over the world, and that He will indeed come again to receive us, just as He has promised. God’s promises are sure as the Psalmist says in Psalm 119:89, “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” 
Question: How does Peter express this hope which is so central to our belief? Peter strongly expresses this hope in 2 Peter 3:13 saying, “But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.” These words of warning by Peter are intended for advice, encouragement, and as words of warning. It gives us that blessed hope to look forward for the Second coming of Jesus Christ. We are not to despair; for the Lord is in control. We are looking for the Second coming of Christ. 
Our Great Assurance: As the first century began to wind down, some in the church were beginning to wonder why Jesus Christ had not yet returned to set up His Kingdom. Members in Thessalonica were concerned that the day of Christ’s Second coming had already come and gone (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:2; 18). 

As much as the apostles reassured the people that Jesus would return but that certain events had to take place first, a good number of them listened to the talk of cynics and mockers, bringing on a crisis of faith in the church. 

In our day, such scoffers have indeed arisen, both inside and outside the church, spreading their ideas that the return of Jesus Christ as King of kings is many decades away. Many have tried to set up the days and dates of His coming. As happened in the first century, members who hear these false rumors begin to wonder if they are true, and sadly, some come to believe them, put down their guard, and begin to drift away. Agreement with any form of "the Lord delays His coming" will take a heavy, spiritual toll on those who accept it as true, as it eliminates their  motivation to overcome their sinful human nature and to prepare for God's Kingdom.

As Christians, we live with the hope of Christ’s literal return to this earth. Of course, the great hope of the Second Coming rests upon what Christ accomplished for us at the First Coming, His sacrificial death on the Cross. The Scriptures refer to it as the ransom for sin. Jesus Himself said that “ ‘the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many’ ” (Matt. 20:28, NKJV). At the cross, Jesus, by His death, paid the ransom for our souls, that was full, complete, and once and for all. This is our greatest assurance of His coming for He is coming for those for whom He paid that ransom. 
Where Is the Promise of His Coming? “The Saviour’s coming was foretold in Eden. When Adam and Eve first heard the promise, they looked for its speedy fulfillment. They joyfully welcomed their first born son, hoping that he might be the Deliverer. But the fulfillment of the promise tarried. Those who first received it died without the sight. From the days of Enoch the promise was repeated through patriarchs and prophets, keeping alive the hope of His appearing, and yet He came not.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 31. 
From the earliest days of our church history, Adventists believed that Christ’s coming was soon, “nearer than we first believed.” As it stands, we’re still here, much longer than many among us anticipated. How are we to understand this “delay”? Because the Lord’s return has not occurred now for 2000 years, the Church has become lukewarm and lethargic towards the subject of the Lord’s imminent return, and has completely lost its prophetic-sensitivity to the promise of his return, and therefore cannot discern the signs that He gave pertaining to its historical proximity.  The reason for this could be twofold: 

· The Church has never understood and comprehended the longsuffering patience of the Lord.
· The Church has become immune to Satan’s conspiratorial schemes to debase the Lord’s promises by casting them into disrespect. 
Oftentimes people mistakenly think to watch for and yearn for the Lord’s return so they can see vengeance carried out on the unrighteous. But this is the very opposite position our Lord has for his tarrying. 

· The Lord God is longsuffering, exercising great patience with mankind because He loves all men. God does not want to see anyone be included in the judgment that is destined to befall the Devil and his angels, and the unrighteous that have rejected the Lord’s salvation. (Matthew 25:41, Revelation 12:7-9) 

· The fact that the Lord has tarried for 2000 years in fulfilling his promise to return is not a reason to doubt his word, but rather it is evidence of his great love for a lost and dying mankind. 
Question: What does the Lord want us to do in the meantime? 
In the meantime, the Lord instructs us to “watch for him,” “work for him,” and exercise the patience of the Lord. The following verses tell us very clearly of the Lord’s longsuffering: Hebrews 10:36-37 “For ye have need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” 

James 5:7-8 “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman (Jesus) waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient, establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Revelation 1: 8-9 “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. 

Nine times in the Gospels; Matthew, Mark, and Luke repeat a directive from the Lord to watch for His coming. The word ‘watch’ in the Greek is ‘gregoreuo,’ and refers to a vigilant wakefulness. The word patience is derived from the Greek word, ‘hupomone,’ and means to keep a cheerful endurance. These characteristics are consistent with the long-suffering patience of the Lord. 
The term ‘long-suffering’ stems from the Greek word, ‘makrothumeo’, meaning long-spirited, forbearing, and patient. This patient watchfulness is a characteristic of the Lord himself, as the Lord does not desire that anyone perish, but come to know His salvation. Thus, those of us who watch for signs of the times indicating the nearness of the Lord’s return need always to remember that the patience of the Lord is expressed on behalf of those who do not know his saving grace. 
Behold, I come quickly:

Question: How did Paul counsel the church at Thessalonica as they wait for the promised coming of Christ? (2 Thessalonians 2: 1-3)
The apostle Paul had to comfort some early Christians at Thessalonica for being a little over zealous about the coming of the Lord. In his letter, Paul warned the church that in the latter days, the church itself would suffer from subtle and pervasive false teachers that would engross the church with a perverse but popular theology that would eventually result in apostasy, and in effect lend itself to the strategy of the Antichrist. Unfortunately, the great falling away described by Paul, has generally consumed the church of today, and has resulted in the devaluing of doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and also of the purposeful utilization of the prophetic word. 

One of the most bizarre misinterpretations of eschatology is the view that Jesus Christ has already come back! This false teaching apparently had crept into the church at Thessalonica, necessitating Paul’s letter of encouragement.  
Few days later, Peter begins his Pentecost sermon with the end-time prophecy of Joel 2:28-32, which mentions "in the last days" and "the great and notable day of the Lord" (Acts 2:16-21). Then, not long thereafter, while preaching in Solomon's Portico on the Temple Mount, he speaks of Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. . . . Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. (Acts 3:21, 24)
He later writes in his second epistle, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God . . .? (2 Peter 3:10-12) 

Peter also urges us saying, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (Vs. 8-9)

Conclusion: We all need to thank our Lord that He is long-suffering and patient. The long-suffering of the Lord can be salvation to all who read His word and if they will accept the faith of the Lord, and rejoice in what Peter called the “exceeding great and precious promises; that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world, through lust.” (2 Peter 1:4) 
Jesus admonishes us, “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” (Matthew 24:42)

Revelation 16:15 – Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” 

Question: So, where is the promise of His coming? Its in the prophetic word of the Lord! Luke 21:28 – “And when you see all these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, for your redemption is drawing near.” 
Certain events have to transpire in human history before Jesus will return, yet, the hope for the future is glorious.
Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Christ's return, and he assured the church of the certain fulfillment of the Saviour's promise, "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself." – Review and Herald, September 26, 1912. Let us have faith and live in that blessed hope! 
God Bless You!!!
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