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Lesson – 2 (Qtr – 2, 2020) The Origin and Nature of the Bible

Scripture Texts: 2 Peter 1:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Deuteronomy 18:18; Exodus 17:14; John 1:14; Hebrews 11:3, 6; 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
Introduction: Anyone who opens his Bible to read is often confronted with a question, “How should I approach the Scriptures? Should I read the Bible as we do any other book? No! Inspired Scripture is different from any other kind of literature. Just as scientists need to receive special training to understand an experiment in their chosen field, Bible believing Christians need to approach the Bible with an attitude of faith to experience it. Approaching the Bible in a doubtful manner with doubts immediately suggests that one is choosing to judge the Scriptures rather than allowing the Scriptures to instruct him/her from the doubts. Let us dive into our study and learn more!
Question: What do we know about the divine revelation of the Bible? 
A  The Divine revelation.

· God used His penmen, the Bible writers to show us His plans for us (Amos 3:7). He revealed Himself through them. 
· According to the apostle Peter we read in 2 Peter 1:19-21 that …the message proclaimed by the Prophets came from God. ‘It is like a lamp shining in the dark place until the Day dawns and the light of the morning Star shines in your hearts’…vs. 21 ‘For no prophetic message ever came just from human will, but people were under the control of the Holy Spirit as they spoke the message that came from God.’
· Question: What does it actually mean to say that prophets and apostles were moved by the Holy Spirit to write what they wrote? 
· The instructions and advice in the Bible were given by God, so they’re trustworthy and true. They are for our instructions. They are “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17, NIV)
· By reading the Bible, we learn how God wants us to live, and how we must apply in our lives. 
B  The Inspiration Process. 
· There’s a perfect harmony from Genesis to Revelation because God used a medium of language to reveal His will to man. This will of God was written down because the Holy Spirit inspired all the Bible authors. 
· Thus all Scripture is divinely inspired (2 Timothy 3:16), even though some parts such as the Hebrew feasts are not necessarily applicable to us to keep them today. 

· This is the reason why Paul states that “whatever” was written, was written for our instruction, so that through “the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans. 15:4).
· “The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written by human hands; and in the varied style of its different books it presents the characteristics of the several writers. The truths revealed are all 'given by inspiration of God’ (2 Tim. 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men”. — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 7. 
· However, all the writers were not inspired the same way. Some had:
· Direct inspiration: God speaks, and the prophet writes down (Deut. 18:18; Eze. 13:18; Rev. 14:13).
· Inspiring idea: God reveals an idea and the writer uses their own words to explain it (e.g. Proverbs).

· Selective inspiration: The author investigates, and the Spirit leads them to the right sources (Luke 1:3).

C  The writing process.

· Why did God want to have His words written? What are the advantages of a written message?
· The obvious answer is so that, (1) we will not forget them so easily. The written words of the Bible are a constant reference point that directs us to God and His will. (2) It can be preserved better and much more reliable than oral message. (3) That it can be copied over and over and made accessible  to many more people. (4) That it can be read by many in many different locations, languages, and generations. 
· Thanks to God’s written message, today we can know His will and obey it.

D  Jesus the Word and as the Word of God.
· John introduced Jesus as God’s Word incarnate. There’s a parallelism between Christ and the Bible.

· Both have a supernatural origin. (Through the Holy Spirit) (John 1:1-3; 1:14)
· Both combine divinity and humanity. 
· The work of both covers the whole humanity. (Acts 4:12)
· Both came in a specific moment and culture, but their work goes beyond time and space.
· Both come down to a human level so we can understand their message.

· There is also difference between them. The Bible is not God incarnate, and it cannot be worshipped. It just testifies of Jesus (John 5:39). 
· The Bible is a unique and inseparable divine-human union. Ellen G. White saw this clearly when she wrote: “The Bible, with its God-given truths expressed in the language of men, presents a union of the divine and the human. Such a union existed in the nature of Christ, who was the Son of God and the Son of man. Thus it is true of the Bible, as it was of Christ, that 'the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.’ John 1:14”. — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 8. 
E  The interpretation and understanding. 
· Why is faith necessary in understanding and appreciating Scripture? 
· What does faith have to do with believing that God exists and that He will someday reward those who seek Him? 
· Hebrews 11: 1 says, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  And Hebrews 11:3,6 tell us that in order to understand the Bible and to please God, we must have faith.  
· We must always remember that, Faith is just a word we use to describe a relationship with God as with a Person well-known. The better we know Him, the better the relationship may be. 
· Faith implies an attitude toward God of love, trust, and deepest admiration. It means having enough confidence in God based on the more-than-adequate evidence revealed to be willing to believe what He says as soon as we are sure He is the One saying it, to accept what He offers as soon as we are sure He is the One offering it, and to do what He wishes as soon as we are sure He is the One wishing it, without reservation, for the rest of eternity. Anyone who has such faith would be perfectly safe to save. This is why faith is the only requirement for heaven. (Acts 16:31)
· Faith also means that, like Abraham, (Genesis 18:22-33) Job, (Job 42:7-8) and Moses, (Exodus 32:5-14; Numbers 14:11-25) God’s friends, we know God well enough to reverently ask Him, “Why?”–As Spoken by A. Graham Maxwell. 
· Therefore, the Bible shouldn’t be studied or interpreted as any other book.
· We must first of all remember that it is the Word of God, so faith is necessary 
(Hebrews 11:6).
· As Seventh-Day Adventists it is in our first Fundamental Belief of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, which states: “The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given by divine inspiration. The inspired authors spoke and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. In this Word, God has committed to humanity the knowledge necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the supreme, authoritative, and the infallible revelation of His will. They are the standard of character, the test of experience, the definitive revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God’s acts in history. (Ps. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; Isa. 8:20; John 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20, 21.)”
· The Holy Spirit inspired the Bible writers, and we must let Him also inspire us as we read it. 
· As essential as the Bible is to our faith, it alone would be of no real spiritual value to us were it not for the influence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds as we read and study it. 
· “In His word, God has committed to men the knowledge necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are to be accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of His will. They are the standard of character, the revealer of doctrines, and the test of experience. … On the contrary, the Spirit was promised by our Saviour, to open the word to His servants, to illuminate and apply its teachings. And since it was the Spirit of God that inspired the Bible, it is impossible that the teaching of the Spirit should ever be contrary to that of the word”. — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 9.
· Therefore, we should pray before reading the Bible, asking for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit so we can understand it correctly. 
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