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Glimpses of our God


Lesson – 3 God as Redeemer
Scripture Texts: Rom. 1:18, Gen. 3:15, Rom. 16:20, 1 Pet. 1:19, Mark 10:32–45. 

Memory Text: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!" (Revelation 5:12, NKJV).
Introduction: The Scriptures in Genesis 1 introduces God as the Creator. It was a perfect world. But with Adam’s disobedience, sin entered in to the perfect world and His role from the Creator to the Redeemer was also introduced. Exodus 6:6 contains the first biblical mention of God as the Redeemer though in Genesis 3:15 we have the promise of the Messiah. 
Whenever we think of the word “Redeemer” as a Christian, most of us would think of God the Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is our Redeemer. He came to this world and shed His blood for us so that through faith alone in Him alone we can be saved. It is Jesus who has redeemed us for God the Father. He has taken the full impact of the wrath of God as our great substitute (Rom. 3:21–26). Jesus paid the ultimate price to redeem us for the Father. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13, NKJV). 
“Sin is so bad, so hostile to the created world, that only the Creator Himself could solve the problem.” (Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for Sabbath, January 14). And this was solved in the person of God the Son, Jesus Christ. 
This week’s lesson focuses on the plan of salvation which requires our careful attention. Let us dive into our study to learn what is involved in this plan of salvation!
At the Cross – 
Question: Have you ever stopped to consider how God demonstrates His love to us? 
Most people assume that God loves us just because He created us, but there is much more evidence. God’s love involved a supreme sacrifice in His Son, Jesus Christ. It must have grieved God to offer His Son to be whipped, beaten and crucified as a common criminal, but His love allowed it to happen. 
Christ didn’t die in order to create love in God’s heart for us. God doesn't love us because Christ died for us; Christ died for us because God loved us says the author. Paul puts more beautifully in Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” His love was given to people who were helplessly lost. His love continues to be offered to melt the hearts of the proud, the intellectual or the worst of sinners. 
Paul taught the Romans that the love of God is demonstrated through history, through His word and in the life of Christ. He taught that God’s love is for those who recognize they are in need. The apostle knew that unless people acknowledge their weakness in respect to sin, death and judgment they will miss out on the love of God in Christ. 

Defining Atonement: Another word for redemption or salvation is atonement. Atonement signifies reconciliation between God and sinners. “The atonement is so deep, so heavy, so profound, that we grasp only what we can. Beyond that, thinking stops and all we can do is worship.” (Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for January 14)

Question: What was the necessity of the atonement? 
The Nature of God demands it: - “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look upon iniquity.” Habakkuk 1:13. The Condition of Man required it: Sin separates us from our God. (Isaiah 59:2; 1 John 3:4) Faith is the way back. Faith is the way to reconciliation. “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) “The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23 
Ephesians 2:13 “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” In this context, Paul is speaking specifically to the Gentiles, but in principle, it applies to all of us too—because we too have been far from God.
Question: How does the “blood of Christ” bring us back to God? Blood is a codeword for His death that accomplished many things that affect us. He paid the price for our sins. But, there is much more to it than that. God paid an enormous price to win the great controversy. With the help of Ellen White, Seventh-day Adventists have been given a broader, deeper, larger view of the plan of salvation which includes not only our salvation–as important as that is–but takes into account the great controversy over God’s character and government which is an issue in the entire universe. 
Sin began in heaven next to the throne of God when Lucifer, God’s foremost angel, became jealous of Christ and began doubting the trustworthiness of God. He began to suggest those doubts to the angels until at least one-third of them joined him in rebelling against God. (Revelation 12) Satan must have used some very persuasive arguments in order to convince angels who were living in the very presence of God! So, those questions and arguments had to be answered, and they were.
The blood of Jesus Christ secures forgiveness and redemption for us when we believe and bring forth fruit fitting repentance because His sacrifice is of sufficient value to cover the sins of the whole world. I John 2:2 says, "And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world." 
The Gospel in the Old Testament: 

In Genesis 3:15 we find one of the most liberating, hopeful and saving passages of the entire Bible. It is the first declaration of the gospel. It is God’s unconditional promise to Adam and all humankind that He will send a Savior to deliver us! And that promise has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ....our Lord and our Savior!
When the people of Israel camped at the foot of Mount Sinai, God instructed Moses to build a portable tabernacle as a sanctuary of worship “according to the pattern shown you on the mountain” (Exodus 25:40). About 500 years later, King Solomon built a great stone temple that replaced the portable Sanctuary. But it was built on the same plan as the portable sanctuary. 
God gave detailed instructions on the earthly sanctuary’s design and carefully explained how its services were to be carried out. Those Old Testament ceremonies taught the Hebrews through object lessons what the New Testament proclaims as realities through Christ’s life and death and through Christ’s ministry as our High Priest.

Question: When God gave Moses the directions for building the sanctuary, what specific purpose did He have in mind? 
Exodus 25:8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.” Sin caused a tragic separation between human beings and their Creator. The sanctuary was God’s way of showing how He can again live among us. It illustrates His plan of salvation. 

The sanctuary, and later the temple, became the center of religious life and worship in Old Testament times. Its ceremonies reveal how God communicates with us and how we can communicate with Him. Each morning and evening the people could gather around the sanctuary and establish contact with God in prayer (Luke 1:10), claiming the promise: “I will meet with you” (Exodus 30:6). The Old Testament teaches the same gospel of salvation as does the New Testament. The Old Testament symbolism of Israel’s sanctuary actually depicts the activity of Jesus as Priest ministering on our behalf in the heavenly sanctuary. 
Question: What is the gospel in the Old Testament? 
Jesus Christ never read the New Testament! Yet He preached the Gospel and quoted from Scriptures. John the Baptist preached the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. The Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost in 31 A.D. preached a sermon of salvation that brought three thousand people to repentance -- he quoted many Scriptures, yet NOT ONE was from the New Testament. After his conversion, the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ -- yet through most of his ministry he did not have access to ANY of what we recognize as the New Testament today -- in fact, he himself was responsible for writing fourteen books of it! 

Paul was the apostle in charge of carrying the Gospel to the Gentiles. Paul instructed Timothy to “PREACH THE WORD"! (II Tim. 4:1-2.) The expression "the word" is the common reference to the Old Testament -- The Holy Scriptures. Just a few verses before this Paul had instructed Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman, that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (II Tim. 2:15). Urging and exhorting Timothy to STUDY THE OLD TESTAMENT IN ORDER TO PREACH CHRIST!  

The Gospel of salvation has always been there from the beginning. The only Gospel that Jesus and Peter and Paul were conversant with and preached from was what we regard today as the Old Testament!

Salvation in Isaiah – After the death of Jesus, on the road to Emmaus, Jesus taught the two disheartened disciples about the atonement from “Moses and all the prophets.” (Luke 24:27) It’s very likely that among the prophets Jesus would have referred to, Isaiah was one. 
Question: Why did Jesus “maintain His disguise” until He had explained those important points from the Old Testament?

He maintained his disguise till he had interpreted the Scriptures, and had led them to an intelligent faith in his life, his character, his mission to earth, and his death and resurrection. He wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not because it was supported by his personal testimony, but because the typical law, and the prophets of the Old Testament, agreeing with the facts of his life and death, presented unquestionable evidence of that truth. When the object of his labors with the two disciples was gained, he revealed himself to them that their joy might be full, and then vanished from their sight. {3SP 214.2} 

Jesus wanted them to have an intelligent knowledge of the relationship between the Old Testament prophecies and the New Testament fulfillment. 

New Testament Example – 
Question: Is there then an example in the New Testament of an individual, ordained by God to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, who used as the SOLE BASIS for his preaching the Old Testament? – Yes!

Acts 8:26-35 portrays the history of how Philip brought the Gospel of God to an Ethiopian eunuch. In verse 28 it is explained that the eunuch was reading out of the book of Isaiah. "And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? Of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture, and PREACHED UNTO HIM JESUS!" (Acts 8:34-35). 
Philip's Gospel Message from Isaiah – 
Let’s turn to the book of Isaiah and see just HOW Philip could preach Jesus Christ, Him crucified and the Gospel of the Kingdom of God -- of salvation -- from the Old Testament! Isaiah 53:7 was the scripture that the Ethiopian eunuch was reading: "He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth" (Isa. 53:7). 
In answer to the Ethiopian's question Philip, began to explain that this referred to the Son of God, sent by the Almighty Father in heaven to become a human being, to live a perfect life, and then to be sacrificed for the sins of mankind. Beginning at the very verse the eunuch was reading, he went on to explain how ALL the verses of Isaiah 53 applied to Jesus Christ -- but Isaiah 53 is not the only chapter in the Old Testament that applies to Jesus Christ, many more were needed for Philip to explain completely the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the eunuch -- out of the Old Testament.

I am sure Philip explained to the Ethiopian eunuch about Genesis 3:15. This prophecy regarding Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman, Eve, was to redeem mankind from his sin! 
He may have explained Genesis 12, and Genesis 15, and Genesis 22 about the promise that the God of heaven and earth had made to Abraham, the father of all the Israelites -- of how He had promised him a particular Seed that would be the joy, the glory, and the solace of all mankind -- of how He was prophesied so many centuries ago! That this Seed would fulfill the promise of eternal inheritance of the whole earth, made to Abraham. 

Philip must have mentioned the 70 weeks' prophecy of Daniel 9: 24 - 27, which had everybody expecting that the Messiah would appear, and just as Herod had been told (Matt. 2:5-6) that the Savior was to be born in Bethlehem, that He was eventually to be Ruler in all Israel and that He had really existed from everlasting, that He had been God from the beginning -- Micah 5:2! He would point out the assurance of Job, when he said, "For I know that MY REDEEMER LIVETH and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth" (Job 19:25). He would have pointed out to the eunuch that this was not the end but only the beginning of a great plan of salvation that God Almighty had envisioned for mankind. And that the purpose of the Gospel is the establishment of the kingdom of God! 
Isaiah did not yet know the Messiah, but it is very clear that he knew of the Messiah as we read Isaiah 53 to see that Isaiah was given a very clear picture of the Messiah. He would be the one on whom the Lord would lay the iniquities of us all (Isaiah 53:6). This gives us more insight into how Isaiah did not doubt the authority of the Father. In fact, Isaiah recognizes the Father as the “Redeemer from everlasting.” 

The Gospels and the Cry on the Cross
Question: Can there be a gospel without the Cross? 
All the four Gospels emphasize the last week of Christ’s life and His death. You cannot have the Gospel without the Cross. The Gospel requires the Cross. A cross can exist without a gospel, but the Cross is inextricably linked to the Gospel. The two thieves that hung on crosses on either side of Jesus at Calvary were not responsible for the Gospel. But Jesus is responsible for the Gospel, and it is His death on the Cross that is a key to the Gospel. So, the Gospel is linked with the Cross, that Cross on which Jesus hung and died at Calvary. That Cross is what provides the key to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and it is good that we learn from it. Jesus Christ Himself said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one cometh unto the Father, but by Me.’ John 14:6 
Illustration: A preacher once said, ‘I’ve never been to seminary, but I’ve been to Calvary.’ That preacher understood what the Cross means and you will never get that kind of understanding from a seminary! Calvary has the Holy Ghost teaching you things of God. 

Consider what Paul spoke of to the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 1:17, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.” 

Paul not only shows the connection between the Cross and the Gospel, but shows us that the Gospel is not preached with wisdom of words, as those in the seminaries would have you believe. Man’s wisdom only makes the cross of Christ of none effect. 

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Paul clearly states the Gospel saying, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”
Paul makes it crystal clear what the Gospel is and what it accomplishes. The Gospel is what we are saved by as long as we believe it. We are then presented with the Gospel and are reminded that it was all according to Scripture, God’s word that is, Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, he was buried and he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. At the time this was written to the church at Corinth, there were still people alive that had seen the risen Christ. Paul is equating the preaching of the Gospel with the preaching of the Cross. 
In Conclusion: The Gospel cannot exist without the Cross. The Cross, on which Jesus was nailed, presented Jesus to the whole world. He was lifted up on this Cross where He hung above everyone else, where He was seen by all that were there. The Cross is the power of God unto salvation. Without it, we would be eternally lost. The Cross and the Gospel are so tied together, that all throughout Scripture we are presented with this truth. We cannot have the salvation from our sins as presented in the Gospel without the Cross. The preaching of it is the power of God unto us who are saved. 
God Bless You!!!
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