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Lesson – 3 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From Mystery to Revelation                                    
Scripture Texts: Daniel 2; Acts 17:28; Psalm 138; John 15:5; Deut. 32:4; 1 Peter 2:4
Introduction: The Seventh-day Adventists have used Daniel 2 as a subject for sermons and evangelistic outreach work many times. Billboards and pictures depicting the statue of multiple substances has attracted a lot of attention. What is so important about this particular statue?
We can not always possibly tell why certain things happen because it is beyond our imagination and wisdom.  One example might be the icebergs off the coast of Greenland. The smaller icebergs sometimes are moving in one direction, apparently as a result of surface winds; however, larger icebergs are often moving in a different direction, apparently due to underwater currents. 
The events happening in the world are like that in many ways. It is impossible for us as human beings to predict what is going to happen. But, God knows! As Ellen White stated: “Like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s purposes know no haste and no delay.”—The Desire of Ages* 32.1. So, how was it possible for God to predict the major events in human history from the days of Daniel all the way to the end? And to do so accurately and still allow our freedom? Let us dive into our study and find out  more! 
A  God reveals. Daniel 2:1-16.
· The dream that is of Daniel 2 was given to Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king and conqueror of much of the world including God’s people. Why would God do that? In his earlier years, Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute ruler.The British 19 th –century politician known as Lord Acton once stated: “Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely.” If that is true, and it certainly seems like it is, Nebuchadnezzar was certainly in a position to be vulnerable to corruption since he had absolute power.
· Why was Nebuchadnezzar so worried when he couldn’t remember his dream?
We need to understand the context. Dreams were taken very seriously in the ancient world. Especially if they seemed to imply some kind of terrible disaster. No wonder Nebuchadnezzar was so concerned. 
· Why did he order the execution of the wise men so resoundingly?
He was very worried because his counselors had told him: “There is no other who can tell it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” (Daniel 2:11, NKJV*) 
· Why did the king give Daniel more time?
There may be two reasons: First, God was with Daniel and he believed that only the true God will is the One who can reveal the future. 
B  God answers. Daniel 2:17-23.

· What kind of prayer did Daniel and his friends pray after being sentenced to death?
When Daniel heard the words from Arioch that they were to be killed, he must have been shocked. Daniel and his three friends knelt together in prayer, pleading with God to give them the answers they needed. 
· How did God answer their prayer?
That very night, God revealed the mystery to Daniel. Daniel was given not only a duplicate of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream but also the correct interpretation. 
· What kind of prayer did they pray after receiving God’s answer?
It was a prayer of thanksgiving and praise when the answer was given to them. 

How often do we pray and plead with God for some answers? Do we come back later when we find the answers and thank God as they did?
C  God knows. Daniel 2:24-36.

· How did Daniel emphasized God’s power?
· Daniel went to Arioch and asked to be taken to the king. “Daniel replied, “You have asked us to explain a mystery to you. But no wise man can do that. And those who try to figure things out by using magic can’t do it either. “But there is a God in heaven who can explain mysteries…” 
· What did God know about Nebuchadnezzar?
· He knew his thoughts and concerns. God knows even our most intimate thoughts (Psalm 26:2).
· What was the king’s dream?
While the king was sleeping, he dreamt about the future. The major events portrayed in this vision given to Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel took place over a period of time from 605 B.C. down through 476 A.D. With the demise of the Roman Empire, God said that there would never again be a single world power. But, there will be a future kingdom in which people will live forever; that kingdom is open to all who are willing to follow God’s plan for their lives.
D  God is in control of history. Daniel 2:37-43.

· Is this a conditional or unconditional prophecy?
In interpreting this dream, we must recognize that God’s foreknowledge is complete and beyond question. Daniel 2 is not a conditional prophecy; it is an apocalyptic prophecy. And as we have studied in previous lessons, apocalyptic prophecies reveal events that have been predicted by God and which will come to pass no matter what any human does. 
· How has the prophecy come true?
· The head of gold: Babylon (605-539 BC). Indeed, no other metal could better represent the power and wealth of theBabylonianEmpire than gold. The Bible calls it “the golden city” (Isa. 14:4) and “a golden cup in the Lord’s hand” (Jer. 51:7; compare with Rev. 18:16). The ancient historian Herodotus reports that an abundance of gold embellished the city. 
· The chest and arms of silver: Media-Persia (539-331 BC). As silver is valued less than gold, the Medo-Persian Empire never attained the splendor of the Babylonian. In addition, silver also was a fitting symbol for the Persians because they used silver in their taxation system.  Not so radiant. Their tax system was based in silver. 
· The belly and thighs of bronze: Greece (331-168 BC). Ezekiel 27:13 portrays the Greeks as bartering bronze vessels. Greek soldiers were noted for their bronze armor. Their helmets, shields, and battle-axes consisted of brass. Herodotus tells us that Psammetichus I of Egypt saw in invading Greek pirates the fulfillment of an oracle that foretold “men of bronze coming from the sea.”  
· The legs of iron: Rome (168 BC-476 AD). As Daniel explained, the iron represented the crushing power of the Roman Empire, which lasted longer than any of the previous kingdoms. Iron was a perfect metal to represent the empire.  The iron kingdom; a militarily and politically strong empire. 
· The feet partly of iron and partly of clay: Europe (476 AD-2nd Coming). The mixture of iron with clay provides a fitting picture of what happened after the disintegration of the Roman Empire. Although many attempts have been made to unify Europe, ranging from marriage alliances between royal houses to the present European Union, division and disunity have prevailed and, according to this prophecy, will remain so until God establishes the eternal kingdom.—Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide*forWednesday, January 15.
·  Joined by human alliances, but always divided.

· The evolution of the metals is a symbol of the decay present in human history.
E  God reigns. Daniel 2:44-49.
· Who is that stone? (Deut. 32:4; Psalm 18:31; 1 Peter 2:4, 7; Eph. 2:20).
The rock which was carved out of the mountain without hands and which destroys the great metal and clay image and grinds it to powder, symbolizes a kingdom established by God Himself. 

There are many places in Scripture where God and His kingdom are represented by a rock. (Deuteronomy 32:4; 1 Samuel 2:2; and Psalm 18:31.)
The Messiah Himself is represented as a stone in places like Psalm 118:22 and 1 Peter 2:4,7. 
· Which event is represented by the stone striking the image?
It represents the establishing of the Kingdom of God. 
· What is the mountain that fills the earth?
· Mount Zion (Revelation 14:1), where the New Jerusalem is located. God will established His kingdom and live with the redeemed there (Revelation 21:22).
· At the Second Coming of Jesus, God’s kingdom will destroy and replace all the earthly kingdoms. His kingdom will remain forever.
          Does understanding Daniel 2 help you to live a Christian life more comfortably? 
God Bless You!!!
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