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Lesson – 3 (Qtr – 2, 2020) Jesus and the Apostles’ view of the Bible 

Scripture Texts: Matthew 4:1-11; 22:37-40; Luke 4:25-27; 24:13-35, 44-45; Acts 4:24-26.
Introduction: Many in the world have largely rejected Scripture in favour of certain philosophical ideas that are pleasing to them raising questions about the inspiration and authority of the Bible. Many skeptics believe that the Bible is just a collection of stories of merely human origin and ideas. They believe that people who lived in the olden times and culture long ago could not possibly understand reality as we do today and thus couldn’t have contributed in a positive way to our modern worldview. Thus, many regard the Bible as irrelevant in a time of modern philosophy and Darwinian thinking. So, how should we view Scripture in our postmodern age? 
We as Seventh-Day Adventists reject that position and see God’s hand all through the Bible. Through the study of this lesson we will see how Jesus Himself, the living Son of God, and the apostles understood the Old Testament which was the entire Bible that they had available to them at that time. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  How did Jesus use the Bible?   (It is Written)
· The Bible as authority. 
· Reading in Matthew3:16-4:11 in the original documents of theBible, there were no separations into chapters or verses. We need to read the last two verses of Matthew 3 in combination with the first 11 verses of Matthew 4. At His baptism, Jesus came up out of the water, looked up, saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove, and heard His Father say: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  At that moment in time, all three Members of the Godhead were present and affirming the divine mission of Jesus. And then, the story goes on to recall the attempts by Satan in the wilderness: (1) To question that reality of Jesus, (2) To cause Jesus to give up on His mission, and (3) To cause Him to doubt His identity.
· Jesus was tempted in a special way by Satan just before beginning His ministry. Jesus countered each temptation with a Biblical quote saying, ‘It is written’…:

(1) When tempted with the appetite: Deuteronomy 8:3.

(2) When tempted with presumptuousness: Deuteronomy 6:16.

(3) When tempted with power: Deuteronomy 10:20.

· The Bible was the highest authority and the strongest foundation of faith for Jesus.
· We need to remember that these words that Jesus quoted from the Old Testament were actually His own words given to Moses and recorded in Deuteronomy 1400 years earlier. Those words were a portion of the final instructions given by Moses to the children of Israel before they entered the land of Canaan. 
· Question: How should we respond to Satan’s temptations in our day? In a similar way? What passages in Scripture could/should we commit to memory and use when tempted by the Devil? 
· How many passages of Scripture have we committed to memory? 
· The Bible as a guide to life. (Matt. 5:17-20; 22:29; 23:2-3)  (Jesus and the Law)
· Jesus saw the Scriptures as a guide that can lead us in this life. 
· During His ministry, Jesus often addressed the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees, telling the people to accept what they teach from Scripture, but not to follow their example. By these words He implied that they did not really understand the Old Testament Scriptures. 
· He was not giving new instructions when saying “But I say to you” (Matt. 5:22, 28, 32, 39, 44). He was clarifying what Moses and the prophets had written and explaining its actual meaning. 
· When Jesus was asked which was the most important law, He summed up the entire 10 commandments saying, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…and also love your neighbour as yourself’ (Matt. 22:36-40). He answered with the Scriptures again: Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 
· Many modern Christian believers have largely thrown out the Old Testament as being out dated and not relevant to their lives. They believe that their gospel is found exclusively in the New Testament. But, when questioned about that very issue, Christ quoted directly from the Old Testament. 
· Commenting on this Ellen G. White writes, “He [Christ] pointed to the Scriptures as of unquestionable authority, and we should do the same. The Bible is to be presented as the word of the infinite God, as the end of all controversy and the foundation of all faith.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons* 39.1-40.0 
B  What parts of the Bible did Jesus accept?

· The Bible in its entirety.

· The Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) has the next structure: The Law, the Prophets and the Writings (“Psalms” in Luke 24:44).
· It is important to note in Luke 24:27 and 24:44 that Jesus referred to “all the Scriptures” and “the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms.’” (Luke 24:44, NKJV) In this passage Jesus was basically referring to all of what we call the Old Testament. From the writings of Moses to the very end of the Old Testament should be regarded as the Word of God and authoritative.  
· In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus says to His disciples then (and to us today) that “all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”… “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. Then comes the key passage: “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”. 
· Jesus saw the Scriptures as inspired. He understood that they have authority to teach us God’s will. If Jesus repeatedly quoted from the Old Testament and stated plainly that He accepted all of the Old Testament Scriptures, what possible reason could we give for rejecting even a portion of them? 
· The Bible as actual history.

· Besides considering the Bible the Word of God and the foundation of every doctrine and guide for life, Jesus also considered it a historical book.

· He referred to the people in the Bible as actual people who lived in actual places and were part of actual events.

· Jesus mentioned: Adam and Eve, Abel, Noah, Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot’s wife, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Zechariah, Isaiah…

· He mentioned their stories as an example to follow or to avoid, as a symbol of what was going to happen, or as a source of doctrine. (Matt. 24:38-39). 
C  The Bible as actual history

· The Bible as the Word of God.

· In Romans 9:17, Paul personified the Bible as if it had spoken God’s words to Pharaoh. God is identified with the Scripture here, as in Galatians 3:8. The Scripture IS the Word of God.

· Every author of the New Testament used the Old Testament as the Word of God. They accepted the words of the Prophets as such.

· They used stories of people like David, Lot and Abraham as useful for teaching (Rom. 11:9; 2Peter. 2:7; James 2:23).
· They followed the example of Jesus, accepting the Bible as He did. 
· Question: Should we even dare to challenge the truthfulness of or the reliability of stories from the Old Testament if this was the way Jesus and the apostles spoke of them? 
· “Men consider themselves wiser than the word of God, wiser even than God; and instead of planting their feet on the immovable foundation, and bringing everything to the test of God’s word, they test that word by their own ideas of science and nature, and if it seems not to agree with their scientific ideas, it is discarded as unworthy of credence.—EllenG.White,Signs of theTimes,* March 27, 1884, par. 5. 
· The Bible–all of it–is a record of God’s interaction with the human race. Everything that God has done is instructive, even if it may not have direct application to our lives today. 
· There have been times in history when people have been severely disappointed in the way things worked out. The disciples were shocked and disappointed when Jesus was crucified instead of being proclaimed king. 
· The early advent believers were severely disappointed on October 23, 1844; those two devout followers who were walking on the road to Emmaus were disappointed; but later, a careful study of the Word of God and that short conversation with the Lord cleared their doubts and strenthened their faith in the Scripture! 
· We should also accept the WHOLE Bible as the foundation of our faith and beliefs.
God Bless You!!!
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