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Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From Furnace to Palace 

Scripture Texts: Daniel 3; Revelation 13:11-18; 14:9-11; Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Corinthians 15:12-26; Hebrews 11.
Introduction: Why do you think the king constructed that golden image? When do you think this story took place? 
Zedekiah, as ruler of Judea, was summoned to Babylon (Jeremiah 51:59) in 594 B.C.; it is possible it was in connection with the dedication of that golden statue. What do you think the statue looked like? Was it a statue of Nebuchadnezzar himself? Was Nebuchadnezzar seeking to establish a new form of worship? Do you believe that part of the conflict at the end of time will be over worship? Will it be a question of how we worship? Or, who we worship? Or, why? Or, all of these? Probably! 
Commenting on this event in history, Ellen G. White writes, “Thus these youth, imbued with the Holy Spirit, declared to the whole nation their faith, that He whom they worshiped was the only true and living God. This demonstration of their own faith was the most eloquent presentation of their principles. In order to impress idolaters with the power and greatness of the living God, His servants must reveal their own reverence for God. They must make it manifest that He is the only object of their honor and worship, and that no consideration, not even the preservation of life itself, can induce them to make the least concession to idolatry. These lessons have a direct and vital bearing upon our experience in these last days.— Ellen G.White, In Heavenly Places* 149.4; Special Testimonies on Education* (1897) 210.1- 2; Pamphlet154* 57.1; 19Manuscript Releases* 120.2-3 (1896).†
Today, does it seem almost impossible that the question of worship could take center stage in our humanistic world? To learn more let’s dive into our study! 
A  The worshipped image. Daniel 3:1-7 / Revelation 13:14, 18.

· Daniel bear witness of God before Nebuchadnezzar, but the king’s pride didn’t let him accept that his golden kingdom would give way to an inferior silver kingdom.
In Chapter 3 we are introduced to another main issue in the book of Daniel which is the issue of worship. These events occurred several years after when Daniel interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and he acknowledged Daniel’s God as a God of gods. But over the course of time he slipped back into his former ways.
· Therefore, he built a golden statue, 90 feet high and 9 feet wide, to proclaim that his kingdom would be everlasting.

· Its dimensions were not based in perfection (7), but in the Babylon system (sexagesimal, 60). 
All the leaders in the realm of Babylon were invited to the dedication ceremony and to pledge their loyalty to the government by bowing down. Not to bow down would be considered treason and the consequences would be death by fire. (Dan. 3:5-6)

· The image that will be created at the End Time will also be related with the number 6 (666, the number of a man).

B  The death decree. Daniel 3:8-15 / Revelation 13:15.

· Why not go with the flow? Why not compromise just once? Why not avoid death for such an insignificant matter?

· We’re constantly being encouraged to compromise: to adopt a new lifestyle, new ideologies… in short, to abandon our commitment to God.

· If we compromise in calm moments, how could we remain faithful when we face a death sentence if we don’t worship the way we’re told?
· What commandment forbade false worship?  (Exodus 20:4-6) 
· What issues are illustrated through this story so far? The issues of  pride, worship and obedience to the commandments of God. 
Do we ever act like “little Nebuchadnezzars”? Look at the world around us. Self-exaltation seems to be the theme song of almost everyone!
C  The test of fire. Daniel 3:16-18 / Revelation 13:16-17.
· Just  imagine yourself on the scene on the plain of Dura. The name ‘Dura’ means walled place in the Akkadian language. Remember that the furnace in front was a kind of altar. Seven types of musical instruments were listed. The number seven is intended to invoke completeness and effectiveness. This whole scene was set up like a place of worship!
To worship someone or something means to regard that person or that thing as of great value. Many people are not aware that Nebuchadnezzar on other occasions had literally burned people who did not follow his will. (Read Jermiah 29: 21-22) 
· So, what is regarded as of great value to us in our day? Houses? Land? Cars? Retirement plans? Fame? 
· The accusation was this: Although they had built trust before the king, they actually didn’t serve his gods and weren’t obeying his order to worship the statue.

· “Could any god save you from death?” (v. 15). “Our God is able” (v. 17).

· They weren’t completely sure God would deliver them, but they remained faithful to Him. 
· Question: How often today are we encouraged to adopt new lifestyles and new ideologies and to  abandon the commitment we have to the authority of God and His Word?
D  The liberation. Daniel 3:19-27 / Revelation 14:1; 15:2.
Question: Is it possible to make a fire seven times hotter? The number seven is intended to invoke completeness and effectiveness as earlier mentioned. 
Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar was so angry? Shortly after the three young Hebrew men were thrown into the fire, Nebuchadnezzar saw something that shocked him. (Daniel 3:25) 

Ellen White writes, “ But the Lord did not forget His own. As His witnesses were cast into the furnace, the Saviour revealed Himself to them in person, and together they walked in the midst of the fire. In the presence of the Lord of heat and cold, the flames lost their power to consume.—Ellen G. White,Prophets andKings* 508.3-509.0. 
· Jesus appeared several times as a human to encourage His children.

· He appeared to Abraham before destroying Sodom.

· He appeared to Jacob in his time of trouble.

· He appeared to Joshua before conquering Jericho.

· He appeared to the three men in the fiery furnace.

· However, the believers have not always been encouraged or delivered.

· Isaiah was sawn.

· Zechariah died by the altar.

· John the Baptist died in prison.

· James was beheaded.
· Question: Why do you think God rescued some people and not others? 
· No matter our time of trouble, Jesus will give us victory eventually if we remain faithful to Him (1 Corinthians 15:55).
· How would you feel if you had been an observer of this whole process? What was God’s primary role in this story? 
· Was He trying to reward the faith of these three young friends? Was He trying to reach out to Nebuchadnezzar?
E  Faith that overcomes. 1 John 5:4.

· What’s the secret of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s faith?
· Where was Daniel at this point? 

· Many Christian commentators and the Talmud have advanced several hypotheses as to the reason for his absence: 
· (1) Daniel was away on business; 
· (2) he had permission from the king to withdraw; 
· (3) he stood so high with Nebuchadnezzar that no one dared to complain about him;
· (4) his presence may not have been required;
·  (5) he may have been sick; 
· (6) Daniel was no longer involved in government; 
· (7) Daniel was present, and he briefly bowed before the image, but the Lord does not let his name occur here because of his later faithfulness; 
· (8) God kept Daniel away so that people would not say “that they were delivered through his merit”; 
· (9) Daniel avoided the scene to keep from fulfilling the prophecy that “the graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire” (Deut. 7:25); 
· (10) Nebuchadnezzar “let Daniel depart, lest people say he has burnt his god in fire.” This summary is from Peter A. Steveson, Daniel (Greenville, SC: Bob Jones University Press, 2008), p. 56.—[as quoted in Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 54- 55]. § 
· True faith depends on the quality of our relationship with god and our trust in Him. That’s a faith that doesn’t try to adjust God’s will to our lives, but subdues ourselves to do God’s will.

· Faith involves doing the right thing no matter the consequences.
· It seems there are at least three major things that we need to learn from this lesson: (1) The truth about worship, (2) Faithfulness, and (3) Deliverance 
· We are told that in the final events of this world’s history, Sabbath worship will be the outward sign of a belief in God and a trust in His Word above and beyond our trust in any worldly entity. 
· What will be our stand? 
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