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Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 2, 2020) The Bible – The Authoritative source of our Theology

Scripture Text – Mark 7:1-13; Romans 2:4; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Corinthians 10:5-6, John 5:46-47; 7:38; Isaiah 8:20.
Introduction - Every Christian denomination or church uses and believes in the Scripture. And also support its beliefs on the basis of the Scripture. However, how, when, and how often these churches use Scripture is not the same in all cases. There are other influences that might impact how people interpret Scripture. Some of the most important sources of influence are: Tradition, experience, culture, reason, and the Bible itself. 
Looking at ourselves in regards to these sources, how much of these have impacted and influenced our lives? How much of these sources still influence us? Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Tradition: What is a tradition? By definition, it is an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behavior (such as a religious practice or social custom).—Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (Eleventh ed.). Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc.
· What’s good about tradition?

· Tradition helps us to remember our history. It also reminds us of the lessons learned by our ancestors.
· It usually connects us with our roots. An overall, total sum of a person’s traditional beliefs is sometimes referred to as his/her paradigm – a model that forms basis of his/her upbringing and growing.  Does it give one a sense of belonging? Is this good? 
· There are traditions in the Bible that reminded the people of God of their liberation, like Purim.

· What’s bad about tradition?

· Traditions may take the place of truth (Mark 7:1-13) by adding false elements and superstitions to the faith.
· The Jews had a very typical but unusual way of washing their hands and arms when they returned from the market. While this behavior may have originally been for hygienic reasons, it came to have a very religious significance. It was regarded as very bad for people to eat what came from the market without washing in those particular ways first. In fact, the worry was that what came from the market might somehow have been contaminated by coming into contact with some Gentile! In the days of Jesus, tradition had come to be regarded almost as equal to Scripture. In some cases, tradition superseded the teachings of Scripture. 
· However, traditions can be very helpful. 
· In 1 Cor. 11:2 and 2 Thes. 3:6 we read that Paul had passed on to several different church groups some of the traditions and customs that had grown to be accepted by Christian groups in the early days. These traditions had such force that in some cases, those who did not accept them were excluded from the Christian community. 
· Traditions must be understood in the context in which they were followed.
· Question: Do we have any traditions in the Adventist Church? We certainly do. The way we conduct our Sabbath services  and our Communion services is a tradition. There are other traditions which are accepted in some parts of the world among Adventist groups but not accepted in other areas. 
· Experience: What role should experience play in our Christian lives? Experiences are a part of every human life. We are always influenced by our previous experience. 
· What’s good about experience?
· Our experiences with God shape our understanding of Him. 

· It is God’s plan for us to be influenced day by day in our relationship with Him through Bible study, prayer, and witnessing. 
· Remembering how God helped us and encouraged us in the past moves us towards the goal.

· What’s bad about experience?

· Basing our faith or doctrine in specific feelings or experiences that contradict the Bible is dangerous. 
· God especially wants us to appreciate the joy of His salvation and the powerful promises of His Word; but, each of us has bad experiences that could lead us away from God.
· Slipping back into our old ways like the Corinthians is bad and dangerous. (2 Cor. 11:1-4)
B  Culture: What is Culture? ‘The customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group. also: the characteristic features of everyday existence (such as diversions or way of life) shared by people in a place or time.—Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.* 
· We all grow up in a culture of some kind. And those habits, customs, and ways of thinking that we inherited from our parents and acquired from others when we were young often impact how we interpret all aspects of our later lives. 
· What’s good about culture?

· In some countries, the culture has been strongly influenced by the Bible.

· In many other countries, we may find cultural elements that are compatible with the Bible teachings.
· Christian groups or churches have a specific culture. 
· How many of our young people are being literally carried away from the church by cultural influences from their peer groups? 
· What’s bad about culture?

· Every cultural element must be checked with the Bible, and the Bible must prevail. We may improve our culture, but never change the Bible. 
· Should we allow our cultural backgrounds to determine who we are willing to associate with at church? 
· Read 1 John 2:15-17. How often do we allow our love of certain things in the world to overrule what we know from Scripture? 
· It may be necessary for a church that wants to grow and in order to keep its young people faithful to produce a counterculture leading them away from the evil influences around them. 
· “The followers of Christ are to be separate from the world in principles and interests, but they are not to isolate themselves from the world. The Saviour mingled constantly with men, not to encourage them in anything that was not in accordance with God’s will, but to uplift and ennoble them.—Ellen G. White, Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students* 323.1; Mar* 112.3. Compare Review and Herald, July 27, 1905, par. 5; HP 311.3; LHU 189.4. 
· Can you think of some cultural influences that are impacting you or your family that are in direct opposition to what the Bible teaches? 
· How much are we influenced by television and movies? 
C  Reason:  God has given us brains and minds that serve very important functions. Without a brain no other part of the body would function. And God has given us the ability to think and to reason things out. So, what role should reason play in our theology?
· Back in the 18th century, what came to be known as the Age of Enlightenment rose to a high position of influence in Western society. It suggested that reason alone, without any outward guidance, could ascertain truths and evaluate them. Ultimately, this meant that human reason was a test or norm for truth. 
· What’s good about reason?

· Reason is a gift from God. We can use it to reach right conclusions and to be convinced of the truth (2Peter. 1:12; John. 16:8).

· Reason makes us wise if it’s subjected to God’s will (Proverbs. 9:10).

· Even our worship should be rational (Romans. 12:1), and not only emotional.
· Question: How much influence does sin have on our reasoning powers? 
· What’s bad about reason?

· It’s very dangerous to believe that we can understand everything with our reason alone.

· God sometimes acts in supernatural ways that we cannot rationalize. If we systematically reject these miracles, we may move away from He who wants to give us salvation and everlasting life. 
D  The Bible: What role should it play in guiding our religious thinking? 
· The most important work of the Holy Spirit down through the centuries has been to give us the Bible. When we ask Him to guide our thinking, He will always be in agreement with the teachings of Scripture since He is the Author of the Scripture. 
· How can we make the Bible our ultimate authority in all that we do and say? 
· What’s good about the Bible?

· Jesus encouraged us to study it (John 5:39) and to believe in it (v. 46-47).
· Jesus made a very important point in this passage as He does elsewhere. If we accept the truth as presented in the Old Testament, then we will also accept the truth as presented in the New Testament and in the life of Jesus. Since the Author in both cases is the same, 
· It’s the Word inspired by God. It’s useful for teaching (2 Timothy 3:16). 
· “Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit speaks to the mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. Thus He exposes error, and expels it from the soul. It is by the Spirit of truth, working through the word of God, that Christ subdues His chosen people to Himself.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 671.1. Compare AG 199.2; LHU 179.6; YRP 13.2. 
· In matters of faith and doctrine, the Bible is above tradition, experience, culture and reason. All of them must be evaluated and analyzed with the Bible.

· What’s bad about the Bible?

· Nothing, as long as we are always led by its author–the Holy Spirit. 
· God has not given us the assignment of judging Scripture. We are not capable of safely picking out what we should follow and what not to follow. God’s Word should, in fact, be our judge and guide each day. See 1 Timothy 4:6. 
· The Holy Spirit will never lead us to a “truth” that goes against anything He has revealed in the Bible. 
· To be honest, each of us must admit that tradition, experience, culture, reason, and the Bible all impact us as we study and accept the Word of God in our lives. 
· So, which of these influences is the ultimate authority? Do we always accept the Bible as the ultimate authority? 
· “In one sense, culture, experience, reason and even tradition, in and of themselves, might not of necessity be bad. They become problems when they contradict what Scripture teaches.—Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* for Friday, April 24. 
· While we accept the Bible as the ultimate source of authority, we need to recognize that it was given in a specific culture and at a specific time in history. We need to understand, as far as possible, the context in which each passage was given. 
· How much influence does culture have on the way we worship God?
God Bless You!!!
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