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Glimpses of our God


Lesson – 4 The God of Grace and Judgment
Scripture Texts: 1 Cor. 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:10; Genesis 3, 6; John 3:17–21; Rev. 14:6, 7.
Memory Text: “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Ecclesiastes 12:14).
Introduction: God never changes. His mind is absolutely undivided. In practical application, this means that His sovereignty can never be separated from His love; His grace cannot be separated from His omniscience; His judgment cannot be separated from either His mercy or His wrath. God is absolutely constant because His faithful providence cannot be separated from any other of His attributes. God is whole and complete. Under every circumstance, He is never confused or uncertain about what to do. He is always headed in the same direction, which is to complete His purpose. It is important that we understand the relationship between all of these because they all interact.
Ellen White writes, “Every man's work passes in review before God and is registered for faithfulness or unfaithfulness. The law of God is the standard by which the characters and the lives of men will be tested in the judgment. Thus, the wise man says: "Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment." Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. The apostle James admonishes his brethren: "So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty." James 2:12 – The Great Controversy, p. 482.
But the amazing thing in all this is God’s patience. Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:8-9, (NIV) “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  God patiently withholds His judgement of this world so that even those who have made themselves fools would have time to repent.

This lesson focuses on God's judgment and God's grace and how the two are related. What is the relationship between judgment and grace? What are the criteria for the judgment? How does God decide who is going to be saved and who is not? Let us dive into our study and learn!
Judgement Day – The Bible makes it very clear that each and every one of us will stand before the judgment seat of God. (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; Revelation 20:12, 13) 
Question: What is the relationship between judgment and grace? When will the judgment take place? The themes of judgement and salvation, both are woven together in Scripture from Genesis through Revelation. Judgment and salvation reflect twin aspects of God’s character: His justice and grace. Hence we must understand both. 
Judgment Day marks the end of time. Many people may have opinions and speculations as to what will transpire or occur on that day or if there will be any warning. But only the Bible is the authority that can answer these questions for us. 
During the New Testament times, the Christians at Thessalonica became worried that the Christians who died would miss out on Jesus' return.  They were afraid those who died ceased to exist. But Apostle Paul had an explanation for them about the dead and the judgement day. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 he wrote, “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. "For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. "Therefore, comfort one another with these words"

We learn the following points from this passage: 
· Judgment day will be signaled by a shout and trumpet. 
· Christ will descend. 
· The dead in Christ will arise first. 
· Then, those alive will join them and Christ in the air. 

In 2 Peter 3:10-13 we learn that the earth and the heavens will totally be destroyed. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 that all will receive new bodies before they go to heaven. We will be changed. Revelation 20:11-15 tells us about God’s throne and the final judgement. But no one knows the hour when the day of Judgement will come. Jesus clearly speaks about the last day being similar to a thief breaking into our house. (Matthew 24:36-44) He also said, “Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of' Judgement" Matthew 12:36. "He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him. The word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" John 12:48. 
Question: But how can we be sure that there really will be a day of Judgement? 
Paul said, "God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent because he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world by righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all men in that he hath raised him from the dead" Acts 17:30, 31.  Further he writes, "For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to what he hath done whether it be good or bad" 2 Corinthians 5:10. 
Judgment and Grace in Eden – What is the relationship between God's justice and His grace? When we talk about God’s justice, it simply means judgement. The word in Greek that is often translated justification means “to be set right.” In Revelation 19:11, the word translated in some versions as justice is actually the word for “righteousness.” When God executes justice, He does what is right. The following texts in the bible tell us that everyone will be judged according to his/her own deeds: Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; 1 Corinthians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 10:30; Matthew 12:36,37; 16:27; 25:31-46; Revelation 14:6,7; 20:12; 22:12; and 1 Peter 4:17. God will reward each one according to what he has done. We will be judged not only by our deeds but also by our words and apparently by our motives. In our day, the hour has come for God to judge. Therefore, we are called upon to worship God. 
Question: It is clear from the Bible that we are saved by our faith, (Acts 16:31) but we are judged by our works. How does God’s judgment work? 

Many believe that God causes natural disasters that bring death and destruction. Some call them “acts of God” and still some call them “God’s judgment”. We live in a day where there are many cities worse than Sodom and Gomorrah, but because of His grace, mercy and patience, God has not annihilated them. 

Jesus said (John 5:39 NIV) "You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me". All of Scripture points to Jesus Christ and He is the fulfillment of Scripture. Jesus came into our world and revealed God and His grace. At the cross, Christ covered us with a shield of God’s grace and wrapped us in God’s mercy. The Old Testament is full of accounts of death and destruction. Since God is just, His reaction to sin is wrath and the penalty of sin is death (Romans 3:23 NIV) "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" and that (Romans 6:23 NIV) "the wages of sin is death." 
We see such judgement from God in the Old Testament before the cross. At the cross, Christ died for our sins. Jesus bore the wrath of God for us and paid our penalty. Jesus died once for all to give us life! Jesus said (John 10:10-11 NIV) "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." Because of what Jesus did for us at the cross, we do not have to die for our sin. 

We are now in the last days where the devil’s activity has increased and we have seen much destruction and death in our day, but we have not seen the wrath of God because of the shield of grace and the mercy that Christ provided at the cross. Any kind of judgement from God that we experience today comes to draw us close to Him and not to destroy us. This is how His judgement works! 
The Flood - One of the most incredible stories about God's judgement on wickedness is the story of the flood in Noah's day. What can we learn about God's judgment and grace from the flood?  

Genesis 6:5 gives us a clear picture of Noah's day, why God thought it was necessary to wipe out almost the entire human race? And what provision did God have to make for anyone who was willing to listen to Him (Genesis 6:14-22; 2 Peter 2:5). The way things were going, within a few more years, God would have completely lost contact with the human race! The flood was a rescue mission! God not only made provision to save Noah and his family but also repeatedly invited others to join them. He asked Noah to preach as he built a boat for 120 years. He also made provision to save the animals and birds. As expected, God's grace is apparent even in that disaster. By building the ark, Noah was giving the world a warning about judgement. What’s implied, too, is that there was a grace period, a chance for the world to turn from its evil ways and accept God’s salvation says the author. 
Ellen White wrote that had “the antediluvians believed the warning, and repented of their evil deeds, the Lord would have turned aside His wrath.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 97. The building of the ark offered anyone who would heed the warning a refuge of safety from the coming destruction. No question, judgement was coming. But grace was offered to all who would accept it until it was too late, and the door of mercy was shut. 

The evidence for the flood of Noah’s time is easily seen all around us, but because men do not want to recognize that there is a God who has judged the world in the past and who will hold them accountable for judgement in the future, they purposefully ignore the evidence to come up with ideas and theories to explain away the overwhelming evidence that is before them. Paul described them in Romans 1:18 as those who "suppress the truth in unrighteousness." God has made Himself evident to them in Creation itself to such a high degree that they are without excuse (vs. 19, 20), but professing to be wise they ignore the evidence and become fools (vs. 22). The amazing thing in all this is God’s patience. 
Condemnation and Grace - John 3:17-21 tells us that those who come to the light seem to be saved, and those who turn from the light are lost. God’s judgements are always fair; every opportunity possible is given for us to repent and be saved. But, that does not give us permission to ignore God’s directions for our lives. God has warned us in every way possible about the serious consequences of continuing in sin. He has made provision for everyone to be saved. 
Both grace and condemnation imply judgement. We must be judged in order to be condemned; but under those circumstances, we also need the grace of God. Without grace, we'd all be consumed by God's justice. Our only hope, then, standing before a just God, is grace. Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for Thursday, January 26.
It is not really God’s justice that would consume us; but rather, it is our sin. (Isaiah 59:2) It is sin that is deadly, and God offers us a way out through His grace. 
The Hour of His Judgment:
Revelation 14:6,7 tells us to fear God and give Him glory, for the hour of his judgement has come. When Christ comes back he comes with his reward for every man.  Therefore judgement must be pre-determined before the second coming. Mat 16:27 “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.” It is interesting that before the warning that the “hour of His judgement has come”, the angel is proclaiming the “everlasting gospel.” This gospel has always been there since the beginning. Without grace what message would we have for the world other than that God is going to destroy us all and there is no hope of escape? Fortunately, the message we have has the "everlasting gospel" as its foundation. (Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide for Thursday, January 26) 
Question: How do grace and judgement work together? 

In conclusion we learn that “While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of His grace, Satan accuses them before God as transgressors… Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows their penitence and faith, and, claiming for them forgiveness, He lifts His wounded hands before the Father and the holy angels, saying: I know them by name. I have graven them on the palms of my hands.”—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 484. 
God is just and our God is also a God of grace. Our only hope, then, standing before a just God, is grace.
God Bless You!!!
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