Lesson – 5 (May 2, 2020)      How to Interpret Scripture           gladadventministries.com

Lesson – 5 (Qtr – 2, 2020) By Scripture Alone – Sola Scriptura              
Scripture Texts: 1 Corinthians 4:1-6; Titus 1:9; 2 Timothy 1:13; Mark 12:10,26; Luke 24:27,44- 45; Isaiah 8:20; Hebrews 4:12. 
Introduction: The Protestant reformation of the 16th Century’s cry was sola Scriptura or “Scripture alone.” And that changed the history of Christianity. Thus, Protestants were rejecting the traditions which the Roman Catholic Church had added and which in their opinion often superseded the importance of Scripture!  
The priests in those days gave allegorical or symbolic interpretations of Scriptures that had no obvious connection to the text as read from the Bible. So, Protestant reformers insisted that the text should be read to mean what the words seemed to imply in ordinary language. 
A  Sola Scriptura: By Scripture Alone 

Question: What does the idea of the Scripture alone or sola Scriptura imply? 
Seventh-day Adventists have also held and still holds strictly to the idea that the Scriptures alone are our basis for faith and practice. But this does not mean that we deny religious experience, human reason, or correct tradition; however, these must be subservient or submissive to the Bible itself which must be the rule of faith. 
· The Rule of Faith.

· The apostle Paul explained that the Scriptures must be the only foundation of doctrine (1 Corinthians 4:6).
· Then, Peter included the writings of Paul in the doctrine foundation (2 Peter 3:16). The book of Revelation ends with a warning against changing or removing anything from the Old and New Testaments (Revelation 22:18-19).
· There are other sources that help us better in understanding the Bible better, but they cannot replace it. For example: archaeology, dictionaries, concordances, books, commentaries…
· The Scriptures themselves must ultimately serve as top priority. 
· “Scripture alone is the true lord and master of all writings and doctrine on earth.”—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, vol. 32: Career of the Reformer II, eds. Hilton C. Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999), pp. 11, 12 
· “But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which they represent, the voice of the majority–not one nor all of these should be regarded as evidence for or against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord” in its support.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 595.1. 
· The only interpretation rule.

· If the Bible is the only rule of faith, it must be the only rule of interpretation too.

· Daniel used the Bible to defend his own writings (Daniel 9:2). The New Testament is full of direct and indirect references to the Old Testament to support doctrine and interpret facts (Luke 24:27; Acts 2:16-21; 1 John 2:2).

· We should interpret the Bible by comparing verses, always in their context and studying how the whole Scripture deals with the topic at hand (Isaiah 28:10).
· Paul often quoting passages from the Old Testament gave us these ideas proving that he regarded them as authoritative. 
B  Tota Scriptura: The Whole Bible 
· The unity of the Bible.

· God is the true author of the Bible, so there’s perfect unity and harmony between its books (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21). 
· The New Testament and the Old Testament fit together like a single book with no contradictions throughout. 
· That unity empowers us to: Come up with a harmony in doctrine, distinguish truth from error, repudiate heresy; apply disciplinary measures and correct deviations from God’s truth. 

· The Old Testament is the foundation of the New, and the New Testament explains and extends the Old. None can be studied separately.

· The clear message of the Bible.

· Although there are some passages that are hard to understand (2 Peter 3:16), the Bible is clear enough for anyone to understand it. 

It is important to study the Scriptures, using a translation that we can clearly understand. God did not intend for our Bibles to be read only in an ancient language that is hard to understand and which no one is using in their ordinary speech each day! 
· The topics of salvation and eternal life are amazingly easy to understand in the Bible. Both the ignorant and the wise can understand them. 
· “The consistent example of the Bible writers shows that the Scriptures are to be taken in their plain, literal sense, unless a clear and obvious figure is intended. . . . There is no stripping away of the ‘husk’ of the literal sense in order to arrive at the ‘kernel’ of a mystical, hidden, allegorical meaning, that only the initiated can uncover.”—Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2000), p. 65 
· If we read the Bible with the desire to learn more about God, the Holy Spirit will help us to understand it better and to obtain wisdom. 
· Another implication that it is important to recognize from what we have said so far is that Scriptures interpret other Scriptures. 
· Romans 15:4  “Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have hope through the patience and encouragement which the Scriptures give us. 
· “The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption.—Ellen G. White, Education* 190.2.† Compare CT 462.1; LHU 115.2
· There is no point in restricting the Bible to only a handful of chosen people or the clergy. Everyone can understand it.

C  The writings of Ellen G. White.

· There are prophets in the Bible who didn’t write anything or whose writings weren’t preserved (Numbers 21:14; Joshua 10:13; 1 Kings 11:41; 1 Chronicles 29:29; 2 Chronicles 35:25).

· That doesn’t mean that they were less inspired. In fact, John the Baptist was considered the great of all prophets but didn’t write anything down (Luke 7:28). 
· This brings us to a very important point for Seventh-day Adventists. 
· How should we relate to the writings of Ellen White? For those who have made themselves somewhat familiar with her writings, it is very clear that she felt that the Bible is foundational and central to our teachings and doctrines and to her thoughts and theology. 
· God has promised that there would be inspired prophets in the End Time, our time (Joel 2:28). Ellen G. White was one of those prophets.

· How should Ellen G. White’s writings be interpreted? Do they have any authority?
· In her writings, Ellen White repeatedly pointed people back to the Scriptures. 
“You are not familiar with the Scriptures. If you had made God’s word your study, with a desire to reach the Bible standard and attain to Christian perfection, you would not have needed the Testimonies. It is because you have neglected to acquaint yourself with God’s inspired Book that He has sought to reach you by simple, direct testimonies.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 2, 605.1; 5T* 664.3.§ Compare LS 198.1. 

In Ellen G. White’s own view, her writings, when compared with Scripture, were a “lesser light to lead men and women to the greater light”, the Bible (Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, January 20, 1903). Her writings are never a shortcut to or replacement for any serious Bible study. In fact, she comments: “You are not familiar with the Scriptures. If you had made God’s word your study, with a desire to reach the Bible standard and attain to Christian perfection, you would not have needed the Testimonies. It is because you have neglected to acquaint yourself with God’s inspired Book that He has sought to reach you by simple, direct testimonies”. — Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 605.

“The student of the Bible should be taught to approach it in the spirit of a learner. We are to search its pages, not for proof to sustain our opinions, but in order to know what God says. A true knowledge of the Bible can be gained only through the aid of that Spirit by whom the word was given. And in order to gain this knowledge we must live by it. All that God’s word commands, we are to obey.... The study of the Bible demands our most diligent effort and persevering thought. As the miner digs for the golden treasure in the earth, so earnestly, persistently, must we seek for the treasure of God’s word.—Ellen G. White, Education* 189.1-3. 
When you make the Bible your food, your meat, and your drink, when you make its principles the elements of your character, you will know better how to receive counsel from God. I exalt the precious word before you today. Do not repeat what I have said, saying, “Sister White said this,” and “Sister White said that.” Find out what the Lord God of Israel says, and then do what He commands.—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages,* Book 3, 33.1
· The purpose of the visions given to sister White is for the people of God to put the Bible truths into practice in the End Time. 
· “When you make the Bible your food, your meat, and your drink, when you make its principles the elements of your character, you will know better how to receive counsel from God. I exalt the precious word before you today. Do not repeat what I have said, saying, 'Sister White said this’, and 'Sister White said that.’ Find out what the Lord God of Israel says, and then do what He commands”. — Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 3, p. 33. 
· We must never use her writings as the foundation for any doctrine. The Bible is still the only rule of faith and practice for the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
· Many of our Christian friends believe in doctrines which we know are not based on all of Scripture. For example, the belief in the immortality of the soul and the belief in the sacredness of Sunday. 
· As Seventh-day Adventists, are we prepared to give a clear Biblebased explanation of our teachings on those subjects? Can we do it in a kind and considerate way and not a rough, accusing way? 
Study Question: What erroneous beliefs do people hold because they have looked at only a few select texts rather than all that the Bible says about a topic?
God Bless You!!!
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