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Glimpses of our God


Lesson – 6 God the Lawgiver
Scripture Texts: Heb. 12:21; Rom. 7:8–13; Job 24:14, 15; Exod. 16:4–30; Heb. 8:10, 10:16; Rom. 13:8–10.

Memory Text: “For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; He will save us" (Isaiah 33:22, NKJV).
Introduction: The creator God by his very nature created laws that are reliable. The Apostle Paul tells us: For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. (1 Cor. 14:33). Excluding the occasional miracle, God Himself chooses to generally operate in conformity with His own laws—the laws of Nature. These are part of His Creation, the expression of His own orderly will. He is Lord and judge and lawgiver as Isaiah says in Isaiah 33:22. 

Through the prophet Jeremiah God tells us, ‘If I have not made my covenant with day and night and established laws of heaven and earth, (Jer. 33:25). Clearly God is speaking of the laws of nature like gravity. The Scripture says: Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night … (Jer. 31:35). God usually operates in a regular way that scientists describe as ‘natural law’. He makes it clear that the continuity of these laws can be relied upon to the same extent as His covenantal word, and vice versa—i.e. totally. He says, ‘If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the Lord, then shall the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.’ (Jer. 31:36)

Thus says the Lord: If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time, then also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. As the host of heaven cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical priests who minister to me. (Je. 33:20–22)

God is saying that if He doesn’t keep His own laws that hold the universe together then even the Nation of Israel is in jeopardy, God’s covenant is broken—the lineage of David is broken and it even follows that there may be no son of David, who will reign over the Creation, Christ Jesus. 

No doubt God is sovereign, but He is bound by His own nature, which is non-capricious, faithful and unchanging. The ‘laws’ are our description of the way He normally acts in a dependable way. 

God lays down His law for our good!  His law is not repressive as Psalm 19 reveals: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward (vs.7-11 ESV).

This passage discloses the nature of the law and the Lawgiver: perfection, certainty, righteousness, purity, and truthfulness. It also shows what the law can do personally in our lives in relationship to the Lawgiver: it revives the soul, gives wisdom, rejoices the heart, enlightens the eye, gives warning, and brings reward when followed.  No wonder the Psalmist say that God’s law is his delight 4 times in the longest Psalm—Psalm 119 (vs.70, 77, 92, and 174). Furthermore, he tells that there is a correlation between delighting in God’s will for our lives and the Law of God in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”  
Question: Does God abide by law?  The creation speaks boldly to us that He does! Everything He creates operates by law, and it does so because it came from His wonderfully orderly and organized mind. It is a reflection of what His mind is like because this is the way He is. He is the lawgiver, a law-abiding God and He cannot break the law He gives or go around it for it reflects who He is and what He will do (Exodus 20). 
However, we cannot see Him—not literally, with our eyes. It is here that faith enters the picture: We can see evidence of Him, and we can believe what He says. His law outlines the way that He lives. It is the way of this holy, law-abiding God. 
This lesson is about God as a lawgiver as well as the law enforcer. The church by the guidance of Ellen White has taught that the law is a transcript of God’s character. (Christ’s Object Lessons 305.3; 315.1; Great Controversy 434.1) Does that mean that God’s laws are inherent part of His character? Is God bound by His laws? Let us dive into our study and learn about God the Lawgiver! 
The Law before Sinai and at Sinai – 
Question: Why did God choose to give the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai? The role of law is greatly debated among Christians in our day. Many Christians when asked want to dismiss the Ten Commandments as old fashioned Jewish rules. However, there is plenty of evidence in the Scriptures that at least some of the commandments were in force long before Sinai. The concept of the Sabbath commandment was clearly given in Genesis 1 & 2. As described in Genesis 4, Cain felt very guilty after killing his brother. 
Question: Was that a result of violation of a known commandment from God? Or, was it an inherent moral sensibility? Genesis 9:6 suggests that those who kill or take the lives of other human beings will be killed themselves. Job, who lived around the time of Abraham or perhaps a little earlier, clearly understood the right and wrong of certain behaviours. (Job 24:14-17). 
Isaac was told that his father Abraham had kept God’s commandments. (Genesis 26:5) Jacob, when returning to Bethel where he had encountered God, told his family and his entire camp to get rid of their idols. (Genesis 35:2, 3) If they knew that those idols were contrary to God’s law, why had they been carrying them around? 
The Sabbath before Sinai -  
Some ministers of the gospel and other Christian friends assert we have to keep only nine of the Ten Commandments. They teach that we do not have to keep the Sabbath commandment because God made an abrupt change upon the death of Jesus Christ and that it is strictly a Jewish requirement. The Sabbath commandment is merely ceremonial, they say. 

If it was merely ceremonial, why is it included in the Ten Commandments that God, with His own voice, spoke from the mount in the presence of all Israel? Why is it included in the Ten Commandments that God, with His own finger, wrote upon tablets of stone? Did He do these things with any lesser laws? Does this mean we are free to declare that one or more of the other commandments is also ceremonial? How about the second? 

The Bible gives strong indication that the Sabbath has existed since creation. Genesis 2:1-3 clearly show that the Sabbath was given at the beginning of this world’s history, long before there were any Jews. Jesus and the apostles clearly kept the Sabbath. Scripture does not indicate that they kept any other day or commanded any other day to be kept. In addition, there are prophecies that mention Israel keeping, not only the weekly Sabbath, but also the holy day Sabbaths in the future.  The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 5

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24410/eVerseID/24410" 6:2 also shows that the Sabbath blessing is available to any man--not just the Israelites.
The original giving of Sabbath commandment that came from God the lawgiver, to Adam and Eve at Eden, preceded the giving of the Sabbath commandment to the Israelites at Sinai. At that time, God made the Sabbath for man (not for the Israelites who did not yet exist as a nation), and it was therefore to be kept by all nations (Genesis 2:2-3; Mark 2:27). The Sabbath command, already in existence, is here repeated (as it begins with ‘Remember the Sabbath day’) and is included in the Ten Commandments. God blessed and hallowed it and the original sanctification of the Sabbath Day, made holy for all mankind at creation, still remains!

Even with all of this exemplary evidence, especially our Saviour's and the apostles', they tell us that God changed. This is very interesting since there is no scripture saying that the Sabbath is merely ceremonial or that we may keep it according to our own discretion. In fact both, Isaiah and Ezekiel give very strong indications that the Sabbath will be kept in the new earth and new Heaven. (see Isaiah 6

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24410/eVerseID/24410" 6:22-23 and Ezekiel 44:24; 45:17; 46:1-12). 

The Hebrew word translated into the English "remember" is zakar (Strongs 2142) as well as "to remember" and "to recall," the word zakar can mean "to think about," "to bring to mind," "to mention," "to record," and "to make a memorial of." These meanings show how special the status of the Sabbath should be to a Sabbath-keeper. Many scriptures show that the Sabbath Day should be a day of rest from work (see Genesis 2:2-3; Exodus 1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24410/eVerseID/24410" 6:23; 20:10-11; 31:15; 35:2; Leviticus 23:3, Deuteronomy 5:14; Luke 23:56; Hebrews 4:9). Isaiah tells us that we should not do our own pleasure on the Sabbath, but rather that we should do God's pleasure (see Isaiah 58:13). In the gospel accounts, Jesus shows us by word and example that: 

· The Sabbath Day of rest should be a pleasure, and not a day of bondage to a list of pharisaical "do's and don'ts" (See Matthew 12:1-12; Mark 2:23-28; 3:2-4, Luke 6:1-9; 13:10-16; 14:1-5; John 5:9-18; 7:22-23; 9:14-16).

· The Sabbath is a day of worship on which we should attend church services. Jesus attended synagogue services, as He was a practicing Jew, illustrating the need for us to assemble together (see Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 12:9; 13:54; Mark 1:21; 6:2; Luke 4:16; 4:31; 13:10; John 6:59; 18:20). 
Question: Does it matter to God? 
It certainly matters to God, the Lawgiver! Notice that in Deuteronomy 12:29-31 God says "that you are not ensnared by following them." In the Bible, a snare is a figurative expression of destruction through deception. The snare itself does not destroy, but it leads to destruction. The Israelites heard these words in the last months before going into the Promised Land. God had set the land aside for them, but the people who inhabited it were still there. It was a ready-made nation for their use. The towns, fortifications, houses, farms, businesses—everything was ready for them to take over.

We too were born into a ready-made society. The world was already here when we came into it, and because we had no alternative, we accepted it without resistance. We absorbed the culture because our parents taught it to us. However, with our calling God now has us moving in the other direction, away from this world. We must reject the false practices of those who have inhabited the land before us.

Question: How do we feel about the Sabbath when we wake up on Sabbath morning? Do we look forward to come to church, to commune and worship God? Or, is it just another day for us? 
The Law and the Prophets – 
The Old Testament writings are filled with references to the law. In 1 Kings 18:17-18 Elijah is declaring himself as one sent from God. A prophet will always have the law of God at the foundation of his message. At first, God's revelation of Himself was direct, visible, and personal, but later, as Israel grew, He revealed Himself more verbally through the prophets. They recorded His revelation for all time and all people, and we read it today in our Bibles. 
Psalms 119 says that the way of God is defined by the law of God. The second phrase, "who walk in the law of the LORD," defines what is meant by the first phrase, "undefiled in the way." To be undefiled in the way is to walk in the law of the Lord. God the lawgiver has revealed His nature. His law defines how He lives. God revealed Himself to Israel first as Redeemer and then as Lawgiver. He freed His people from their slavery in Egypt before He gave them the standard of His law. 
The church is built upon the apostles and the prophets and the words they wrote. They not only prophesied (that is, foretold events), but they also gave the most accurate accounts of ancient history. Besides that, they gave us a great deal of the doctrine, the teachings we believe and after which we pattern our lives.

Most of us are unaware that the first person who is named a prophet is Abraham. Abraham was named a prophet in Genesis 20:7 ‘Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for you, and you shall live: and if you restore her not, know you that you shall surely die, you, and all that are yours.’ This took place during the time Abimelech was being instructed by God regarding Sarah, to return her to Abraham, and so God counseled Abimelech to do the following. Jude 14 tells us that Enoch prophesied, before the flood, of the return of Jesus Christ with the saints. 
The Old Testament uses three words translated into the English words "prophet" or "seer." Transliterated, these three Hebrew words are nabi, roeh, and hozeh.

"Nabi" is the one most frequently used by the Hebrew writers that literally means "to bubble up." It describes one who is stirred up in spirit. When the sense of "bubbling up" is applied to speaking, it becomes "to announce" or "to call" or "to declare." Hence, a nabi, or a prophet, is an announcer—one who pours forth the declarations of God. "Roeh" means literally "to see" or "to perceive." It is generally used to describe one who is a revealer of secrets; one who envisions. "Hozeh" also means "to see" or "to perceive," but this one is even used in reference to musicians. You might see that from time to time who is named as a musician, was a seer. It is also used to indicate a person who was a counselor or an advisor to a king. 
In the Greek language, a prophet is simply "one who speaks for another"—one who speaks for a god, and so interprets the god's will to the people. Hence, the essential meaning in Greek is "interpreter."

The Law in the New Covenant – 
The law has always been intended to be a blessing. Obeying the law brought blessings and protection from sin. Disobeying it brought punishment and judgement. God gave us the law because He loved us and wanted to protect us from the snares of Satan. God’s Love is the fulfilling of all law, (Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8; 1 John 5:2, 3) because that lead us naturally to obey the law and experience that love! 
Question: Do you think that all 10 of the Ten Commandments are still relevant to Christians today? Could we keep the Ten Commandments and still be free? 

Ellen G. White writes, “In the work of redemption there is no compulsion. No external force is employed. Under the influence of the Spirit of God, man is left free to choose whom he will serve. In the change that takes place when the soul surrenders to Christ, there is the highest sense of freedom. . . . True, we have no power to free ourselves from Satan’s control; but when we desire to be set free from sin, and in our great need cry out for a power out of and above ourselves, the powers of the soul are imbued with the divine energy of the Holy Spirit, and they obey the dictates of the will in fulfilling the will of God.

“The only condition upon which the freedom of man is possible is that of becoming one with Christ. ‘The truth shall make you free;’ and Christ is the truth. . . . Subjection to God is restoration to one’s self,—to the true glory and dignity of man. The divine law, to which we are brought into subjection, is ‘the law of liberty.’ James 2:12.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 466.
God Bless You!!!
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