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Lesson – 6 (Qtr – 2, 2020) Why is Interpretation Needed? 
Scripture Texts – Luke 24:36-45; 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:26; Acts 17:16-32; John 12:42-43; Hebrews 11:6.
Introduction – Whatever we read creates ideas in our mind. This means that we are trying to understand what we have read. This is interpretation. And it is same as we read the Bible that contains many different types of stories, miracles, parables, and even prophecies, each of which needs to be understood in light of its context. 
Sometimes any text read or quoted without a context quickly becomes a pretext (reason or excuse) for one’s own agenda and ideas. It is very easy to take a portion of a text or just a part of a story and interpret it in one’s own ways, coming up with one’s own conclusions, often in complete contrast to what the biblical context or God’s word and history suggests. 

And if it is interpreted in contrast to what God wants, then it is the devil’s work who loves to misinterpret God’s word as he had done it in the ‘Garden of Eden’ to Eve. “…Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Gen. 3:1) and then in vs. 4 the devil says, ‘You will not certainly die,” creating a doubt in Eve’s mind. 

So here we see that the text was quoted without a context that became an excuse for preconceived ideas, perceptions or what we may call presupposition that prevented Eve to perceive the truth in God’s word. 
An other example that we may see of human perceptions or presuppositions is found in Luke 24:36-45 where the apostles couldn’t recognize Jesus and His mission just after He was resurrected. The Holy Spirit had to work in their minds to show them the true mission of Jesus in the light of the Bible. In another way, it means that He had to make them understand. Even Jesus had to interpret some passages of the text to make them understand. Let’s dive into our lesson and learn more?  
A  What may influence our interpretation?

· Presuppositions.

· The presuppositions about the work of the Messiah prevented the apostles from recognizing Jesus just after He was resurrected (Luke 24:36-45). The Holy Spirit had to work in their minds to show them the true mission of Jesus in the light of the Bible.

· We may also be influenced by our experience, our knowledge and our presuppositions when interpreting the Bible.

· Translations.

· The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. If we cannot read those languages fluently, we need a translation.

· Translations involve two main issues: the original words may not have an exact translation into our language, and the translator may be influenced by preconceived ideas.

· There are three types of Bible translations:

(1) Formal: It's faithful to the original. Almost-literal translation. “Jesus said to her, 'Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.'” (John 2:4 NKJV)
(2) Dynamic: It emphasizes the meaning. Idiomatic translation. “'Woman, why do you involve me?' Jesus replied. 'My hour has not yet come.'” (John 2:4 NIV)
(3) Paraphrase: Expresses the idea in a colloquial way. More interpreted than literal. “'I can’t help you now,' he said. 'It isn’t yet my time for miracles.'” (John 2:4 TLB)

· The two last types are more pleasant when reading them and when trying to understand easy passages. However, they're influenced by preconceptions, so they're not good for doctrinal study. A more formal translation is recommended in that case.

· Bible and Cultural experience.

· The Bible authors were immersed in diverse cultures: Hebrew, Chaldean, Greek, Roman. Therefore, their writings are better understood when taking their cultural context into account.
· Acts 17:16-32. Paul had been chased from city to city in Macedonia as he was trying briefly to spread the good news in each city. Finally, he was forced to flee and ended up in Athens. He walked around Athens for a few days and realized how many idols and false forms of worship they had. So, he began to talk to them about a better kind of religion. He praised them for being very religious! But, then he pointed out the problems with their religions. Fortunately, a few were convinced; but, most were not. 
· This illustrates the fact that a knowledge of Mediterranean culture is very important for understanding some biblical passages. 
· Even if we don't know about the details of those cultures, the Bible is still full of meaning for us. It explains topics that go beyond any culture, like God's Creation, sin and why we need Salvation.

· Sin and Fallen nature – 
· John 9:39-41 and 12:42-43. Many of us think and feel that we have an open mind and can fairly evaluate any new idea that comes along. But, we need to remember that sin has radically altered, ruptured, and fractured our relationship with God. Sin and its corruption can be detected in our thinking: Pride, self-deception, doubt, distance, and disobedience are often the result. 
· We may understand the Scriptures incorrectly because of our pride, self-delusion, doubt, disobedience, loving our own opinion, and many other impediments. 
· So we must read the Bible with faith and submission. We must be willing to let the Scriptures change us and shape our character.

· The Holy Spirit acts in us if we let Him. Despite our sin, He will guide us “into all truth.”  (John 16:13)

B  Why is interpretation needed?

· If we approach and interpret the Bible wrongly, we will likely come to false conclusions, not just in the understanding of salvation but in everything else that the Bible teaches.
· If our salvation is dependent upon a correct understanding of Scripture and, thus, a correct understanding of God, what else could be as important as that? (Matthew 16:26) 
· A correct interpretation of the Bible produces:

· Unity in doctrine.

· Unity in teaching.

· Unity in the Church.

· Unity in mission.

· We need a proper study of the Bible (hermeneutics). We should analyze each passage in its specific context, and in relation to what other sections of the Bible teach on the topic at hand. This way we'll better understand the message God has shared with us through the Bible. 
· Without a correct interpretation of the Bible, there could be no unity of doctrine or teaching; the church would lose direction. A bad and distorted theology would result. 
· How do we manage to set aside our preconceived ideas and accept the teachings of Scripture? 
· “In your study of the word, lay at the door of investigation your preconceived opinions and your hereditary and cultivated ideas. You will never reach the truth if you study the Scriptures to vindicate your own ideas… Do not read the word in the light of former opinions; but with a mind free from prejudice, search it carefully and prayerfully… Do not allow what you have believed or practised in the past to control your understanding. Open the eyes of your mind to behold wondrous things out of the law. Find out what is written, and then plant your feet on the eternal Rock.—Ellen G. White, Youth’s Instructor,* July 24, 1902, par. 7-8.† Compare Messages to Young People 260.1-2. 
· Do you have a clear understanding about how sin has impacted our interpretation of Scripture? 
· How much influence should we attribute to the culture in which the biblical writers were writing? 
· Having talked about the issues of translation, interpretation, and hermeneutics, we need to conclude by talking about different translations or versions of the Bible. A very literal word-for-word translation is almost impossible to understand. For one thing, the Hebrews wrote from right to left while we write from left to right. But, some attempts at a formal translation make excellent study Bibles. Examples of such Bibles might be the New Revised Standard Version, the New American Standard Bible, 1995 revision, the New King James Version, the New International Version (NIV), and others that are similar. 
· Have you found a translation with which you are comfortable? Find one and make it your daily study guide to the Word of God! 
God Bless You!!!
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