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Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From the Lions’ Den to the Angel’s Den 

Scripture Text – Daniel 6; 1 Samuel 18:6-9; Matthew 6:6; Acts 5:27-32; Mark 6:14-29; Hebrews 11:35-38.
Outline:-

1. Daniel is once again promoted (1-3)
2. The other rulers scheme against Daniel (4-9)
3. Daniel doesn’t compromise (10) 
4. They accuse Daniel before the king (11-13)
5. The king cannot change it (14-15)
6. Daniel is thrown into the lion’s den (16-18)
7. Daniel was saved from the lion’s den (19-23)
8. The accusers reaped what they sowed (24)
9. Another decree is issued by the king showing his trust in the Lord (25-28)
Introduction - It is important for us to recognize that God’s people are not always immediately protected and saved from problems like Daniel was. In spite of the events of that fateful night when Daniel was called to interpret the handwriting on the wall and was offered the third position in the Babylonian empire, Daniel was somehow recognized by the new Medo-Persian rulers as an outstanding administrator. He was probably put on probation for a period of time to make sure his loyalty was with the new government. But, very quickly, recognizing his administrative skills, they placed him in the highest rank of governors, satraps, and administrators in the new government. 
Imagine how the Medo-Persian governors and administrators must have felt about having a foreigner placed over them. Jealousy was one of the motivating factors in these events. And it was jealousy, the motivating factor that led Lucifer, later Satan, to challenge the position of Christ in heaven. 

“Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred.—Ellen G. White, Spirit of Prophecy,* vol. 1, 18.1 (1870); The Story of Redemption* 14.1; FLB* 67.3; LHU* 18.4. 

Question - What do you suppose Daniel did to impress Darius the Mede, the new ruler of Babylon and the Medo-Persian Empire? Who was Darius? The book of Daniel describes a figure called Darius the Mede, the son of Ahasuerus, who is said to have assumed rule over the Neo-Babylonian Empire after the fall of Babylon to a Medo-Persian force (Dan 5:31) 
A  A perfect man. Daniel 6:1-5. – “Darius decided to appoint 120 governors to hold office throughout his empire. In addition, he chose Daniel and two others to supervise the governors and to look after the king’s interests. Daniel soon showed that he could do better work than the other supervisors or the governors. Because he was so outstanding, the king considered putting him in charge of the whole empire. Then the other supervisors and the governors tried to find something wrong with the way Daniel administered the empire, but they couldn’t, because Daniel was reliable and did not do anything wrong or dishonest. They said to one another, “We are not going to find anything of which to accuse Daniel unless it is something in connection with his religion.”
· Darius noticed Daniel’s loyalty, so he thought he’d appoint him ruler over the kingdom. 
“Darius decided to appoint 120 governors to hold office throughout his empire. In addition, he chose Daniel and two others to supervise the governors and to look after the king’s interests.” 
· Question - What made them jealous of Daniel? “Daniel soon showed that he could do better work than the other supervisors or the governors. Because he was so outstanding, the king considered putting him in charge of the whole empire”. 
· That made the governors jealous (the old sin that caused Lucifer’s fall), because they wanted the position that was being offered to Daniel.

· When they investigated Daniel, they found out that he was a good administrator. He was upright, hard-working, incorruptible, trustworthy, honest, faithful and loyal, with no bad habits. 
Jealousy led those officials under Daniel’s control to search for anything they could find to accuse him. “they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him.” (Daniel 6:4) 
· They decided to use his faithfulness to attack him. He knew that he would stand firm and remain faithful to God’s law before the law of the kingdom. 
It is interesting to note that the Aramaic word translated as faithful could also be translated as trustworthy. In order to find something for which they could accuse Daniel, they must have searched his life very carefully. (In modern political term the phrase they often use in India for investigation is “janam-kundali”). The one thing that distinguished him from them–other than his very careful and excellent work for which they could not accuse him–was his worship of the true God. 
B  A persecuted man. Daniel 6:6-9.

· In order to have a more efficient administration, the king had appointed 120 satraps. One of the risks of that organization was that any of them could try to use that power to plot against the king.

· They suggested that, as a way to ensure the loyalty of all the leaders, all the requests should have to go through the king first during some time. 
· These schemers against Daniel felt that a petition requiring everyone to worship only the king for 30 days would flatter the King and give them a clear basis on which to accuse Daniel. 
· While there is no evidence that Persian kings ever claimed divine status, in contrast to some of the babylonian kings or their rivals who followed them, but they managed to get Darius to sign the decree. Unfortunately, Darius did not think through all the implications before signing. 
· The requests to bow down or worship the gods was both a gesture to the king’s pride (he didn’t use to be a representative of the gods) and an attack against Daniel.
· There are a couple of things we need to notice about this law which was signed by Darius: 
· First - the penalty for transgression is to be cast into the lions’ den. Since this kind of punishment is not attested elsewhere, it may have been an ad hoc [sic] suggestion of Daniel’s enemies. Ancient Near Eastern monarchs placed lions in cages in order to release them on certain occasions for hunting. So, there was no shortage of lions to maul whoever dared to violate the king’s decree. 
· Second - the decree cannot be changed. The unchangeable nature of the “law of the Persians and Medes” also is mentioned in Esther 1:19 and 8:8. Diodorus Siculus, an ancient Greek historian, mentions an occasion when Darius III (not to be confused with the Darius mentioned in Daniel) changed his mind but could no longer repeal a death sentence he had passed on an innocent man. 
C  A man of prayer. Daniel 6:10.

· Despite the royal decree, Daniel didn’t try to hide his prayer habits. He just continued praying towards Jerusalem as he had always done (2 Chr. 6:20-40)
· Question – Why doesn’t Daniel simply pray quietly without anyone seeing him? 
· (Daniel 6:10; Matt 6:6)

· Daniel is an experienced statesman, but above all, he is God’s servant. As such, he is the only member of the govt. who can understand what lies behind the decree. So we see three reasons:- 
· 1. For Darius the decree is an opportunity to strengthen the unity of the kingdom.
· 2. For the conspirators it is a strategy to get rid of Daniel.
· 3. For Daniel it is an opportunity to prove his faithfulness to God. He demonstrates that the allegiance he owes to God comes before his allegiance to the king. 
· Daniel had an established habit of going three times a day to the upper room in his house, opening a widow westward toward Jerusalem, and praying to the God of heaven. No doubt, he was in the habit of praying not only about issues in his work but also about himself and his Jewish countrymen and their servile condition. (See Daniel 9.)  
· Question - How did Daniel find out about the order that had been signed by the King? 
· We do not know how Daniel found out about the order that had been signed by the king. He may have received a copy with the understanding that he would be responsible for enforcing it! 
· But the fact is that he immediately recognized the implications of the new law. While Darius probably felt that this new law would elevate his position in the eyes of all in his kingdom, he had forgotten about his friend Daniel.
· Question - What would you do if you were thrown into a den of lions? Did Daniel know for sure that he would be protected? Did he pray all night long? 
· “God did not prevent Daniel’s enemies from casting him into the lions’ den; He permitted evil angels and wicked men thus far to accomplish their purpose; but it was that He might make the deliveranceof His servant more marked, and the defeat of the enemies of truth and righteousness more complete.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings* 543.3-544.0; CC* 255.4.  
· “Although God did not prevent Daniel from being cast into a den of lions, an angel went in with him and closed their mouths, so that no harm befell him.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 5, 527.1. 
· Worship is the main point in the conflict between good and evil. Whom and how will we worship? What will we do when our loyalty to God conflicts with the loyalty to our nation?

· The decision we’ll make depends on our attitude today. Do I pray to God every day? Do I set Sabbath apart to worship God? How’s my daily relationship with Jesus?

D  A protected man. Daniel 6:11-23.

· The governors introduced Daniel as a captive foreigner who was disobeying the king’s orders. They intentionally omitted his great qualities.

· Darius spent the day trying to find a way to deliver Daniel from death, but he couldn’t 
(John 19:12). 
Question – What impressed the king so much that he wanted to protect Daniel? 
· Daniel’s faithfulness impressed the king so much that he exclaimed: “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.” (v. 16)

· And God sent His angel to protect Daniel.

E  A vindicated man. Daniel 6:24-28.
· Question - What impact did this experience have on the king? What do you think of his response?
· Daniel had paid for his “crime” according to the decree. Then, Darius turned to the true criminals (jealous, liars and traitors). (Daniel 6:24-28) 
· Their quick death contrasted Daniel’s miraculous protection.
· Darius vindicated Daniel and confirmed his position. 
· Question - What does this tell us about true faith? 
· Hebrews 11:33 –“Through faith they fought whole countries and won. They did what was right and received what God had promised. They shut the mouths of lions.
· He also vindicated the God of Daniel. This was a symbol of the final vindication, when every knee will bow before the King of kings.
· Question – As faithful Seventh day Adventist Christians, should we be doing something similar like Daniel? 
· We do not have to pray toward any particular location; but we should be directing our prayers to God.  The Psalmist says, “Morning, noon, and night my complaints and groans go up to him, and he will hear my voice.— Psalms 55:17 
· It is interesting to note that Daniel did not perceive any conflict between serving the God of heaven and working as a faithful public servant. 
· The most startling thing about this story, of course, is the fact that Daniel was not attacked by the lions. We have already read about the three friends of Daniel being preserved in the fiery furnace on the plain of Dura. As we discussed earlier, not every story of God’s faithful friends ends as well. We need to remember to watch out for the most dangerous “lion” of all: 1 Peter 5:8 “Be alert, be on the watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams round like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 
· As the final issues are drawn up and the Devil is doing everything possibly he can to confuse and mislead even the elect, how do we know for sure that we are being loyal to God’s side in every case? (Matthew 24:24)  
· Question - What things did Daniel do that we should do no matter what our calling and election may be? 
God Bless You!!!
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