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Lesson – 8 (Qtr – 1, 2020) From the Stormy Sea to the Clouds of Heaven

Scripture Texts – Dan. 7; 2 Thes. 2:1-12; Rom. 8:1; Mark 13:26; Luke 9:26; 12:8; 1 Tim. 2:5.
Introduction - Our study for this week is Daniel 7, a prophecy talking about kingdoms and long time periods, looking forward into the future in which several other kingdoms were to follow. In this vision, we see strange creatures, some of which look like known animals arising out of a sea tossed by winds from every direction. The animals which appear are unclean by Hebrew standards and are hybrid. No animals exactly like these have ever existed in the real world.
Just like the different metals mentioned in the visión of Daniel 2, these animals represent powers that would dominate the world for centuries to come. Daniel did not comprehend the visión, so he asked one of the beings in his visión to explain things. 
In order to understand what is happening, it is by charting the different visions and comparing Daniel 2, Daniel 7, and Daniel 8 that we can put these pieces together to understand what is coming in the future. Let us dive into our study and learn Daniel’s main prophecies. 

Parallels between Daniel’s Three Main Prophecies
      Identification                  Daniel 2                         Daniel 7                          Daniel 8 
Babylon (Dan. 2:38-39)              Head of gold                              Lion                                Not represented Medo-Persia (Dan. 8:20)        Chest and arms of silver                 Bear                                             Ram Greece (Dan. 8:21)                 Waist and hips of bronze                Leopard                                       Goat Divisions of Greece                   Not represented                           4 heads and wings                        4 horns Rome, Imperial                             Legs of iron                              4 th beast                        Little horn, phase 1 Divisions                                    Feet of iron and clay                 10 horns                             Not represented Rome, Papal                               Not represented                         Little horn                        Little horn, phase 2 Pre-advent judgment                  Not represented                      Heavenly court scene          Cleansing of the 
                                                                                                    Ancient of Days             sanctuary at the end   

                                                                                                                                                    of 2,300 days

Kingdom of God                         Great Stone                            Saints of Most High          Not Represented 

                                                                                                    ruled by Son of Man                                                                      
A  The four beasts. Daniel 7:1-7, 15-17. 
	LION AND EAGLE
	Its wings are plucked off
	It is lifted up from the earth
	A man's heart is given to it

	THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
	It cannot conquer anymore
	It loses its dignity, it declines
	It becomes fearful

	BEAR
	It is raised up on one side
	It has three ribs in its mouth
	It is said: "Arise, devour much flesh!"

	MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE
	Persians were stronger than Medes
	They conquered Lydia, Babylon and Egypt
	They conquered a larger area and with more voracity

	LEOPARD
	It has four wings of a bird
	It has four heads
	It is given dominion

	GRECO-MACEDONIAN EMPIRE
	They conquered quickly
	The four generals divided up the empire
	They spread wider than the previous empires

	BEAST
	It has huge iron teeth
	It devours, breaks in pieces and tramples
	It has ten horns

	ROMAN EMPIRE
	They were known as the Iron Kingdom
	They used various strategies to conquer
	The empire was divided into smaller parts


The first three animals that Daniel saw coming out of the windswept sea resembled known creatures. The lion, a bear, and a leopard were all animals familiar to people living in the Middle East at that time. 
A lion was an appropriate symbol for Babylon. The bear with three bones in his mouth represented the Medo-Persian empire. One side of the bear was raised up higher than the other, indicating the superiority of the Persians over the Medes. During its years of conquest, the Medo-Persian empire conquered the Lydian empire in western Turkey, the Babylonian empire, and Egypt. 
The Greek empire was represented by a leopard with wings. That would certainly suggest the speed with which Alexander the Great conquered the known world in a little over 3 years. 
B  The little horn. Daniel 7: 8, 19-25. 

The Roman Empire was divided into several parts which were governed by Barbarian tribes in the 6th Century. (Anglo-Saxons, Franks of Central, Alleman-Franks of Eastern, Burgundic-Franks of South-Easter France, Visigoths, Suevi, Vandals, Ostrogoths in Italy, Bavarians, Lombards.)* 

In the modern world, these are: Spain, Portugal, France, Britain, Austria, Italy, Luxemburg, Switzerland, Belgium, and Netherland. 
· A different power emerged during that period. It was a religious power that took over Rome in the Western world. The acts of the Bishop of Rome were:

· Speaking against the Most High. He proclaimed himself vicar (representative) of God on Earth, infallible.

· Persecuting the saints. Primarily through the Holy Inquisition.

· Changing times and law. He removed the 2nd commandment and changed the day of worship in the 4th commandment.
· In New Testament times, Paul must have known of the prophecy of Daniel and studied it in detail in his early years. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. Paul described a power which he called the Wicked One who is to “oppose every so-called god or object of worship and will put himself above them all. He will even go in and sit down in God’s Temple and claim to be God.”
· For how long is the little horn (Papal Rome) allowed to rule?

· During 3 and a half prophetic years; that is, 1,260 years:

(1) From 538 AD. Justinian delivered Rome from the Ostrogoths. He gave the Pope power over the city of Rome.

(2) To 1798 AD. Napoleon incarcerated Pope Pius VI. The Papacy lost their political power.

C  The judgment. Daniel 7:9-12.

· When would the judgment in Daniel 7 take place? 
Judgments are something that are described fairly frequently in Scripture. But, this one is different. This is a judgment that takes on cosmic proportions, taking place in heaven itself. And it impacts not only the little horn, but also God’s faithful people down through the generations. 
· According to verses 11 and 12, the judgment would begin during the time of the beasts and the horn. That is, before the Second Coming.

· According to verse 25, the judgment would begin after the 1,260 years of Papal dominion. That is, after 1798 AD.
· What's the purpose of this judgment?

· To give Christ His dominion back (v. 14), and to vindicate the people of God 
(v. 18, 27).

D  The Son of man. Daniel 7:13-14.

· "Son of man" is used in the Bible to refer to human beings (Num. 23:19; Job 25:6; Ps. 144:3; Isa. 51:12; Jer. 49:18; Eze. 2:1). It is also a messianic title (Ps. 80:17) that Jesus used to refer to Himself (Matt. 8:20; Mark. 13:26; Luke. 9:26; Jn. 3:13).
Question: Who is this individual that appears and approaches the throne of God in heaven? 
· Jesus is shown in this vision as in His Second Coming, "with the clouds of heaven." However, it's not the Second Coming, because He is not coming to Earth but to the Ancient of Days as our representative (1Tim. 2:5).

· Daniel 8:13-14 explains that this moment is the cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary. After the cleansing ends, the distorted false worship from the Papal system will be replaced by true worship.
· By correctly representing the human family before the throne of God, He is able to restore things to the way they should be. It is also important to notice that “there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5, NKJV*) No Catholic priest or any other priest or theologian can take His place! 
· The little horn representing the Catholic system has made all kinds of boastful claims about its powers and its abilities. 
E  The saints of the Most High. Daniel 7:18, 22, 26-27.

· After the persecution of  "the little horn"—which will be revived at the End Time by "the image of the beast" (Rev. 13:14-17)—, the people of God will receive the kingdom, an everlasting kingdom.
· God’s faithful people who remain loyal to Him no matter what the Devil does to them, even including persecution and death, will be rewarded by God. But, eventually, they will be the winners in the great controversy. A victory for Christ is a victory for them.
· Ellen White talked about several books that presumably are involved in the pre-advent judgment. 
· She: Mentions the following books in connection with this judgment: (1) the book of life, containing the names of those who have accepted the service of God; (2) the book of remembrance, a record of the good deeds of the saints; and (3) a record of sins (The Great Controversy, pp. 480, 481). For the sake of justice and transparency to all those involved in and affected by the final decision, God must conduct an investigation so that no one could cast doubt upon the rightness of the final decision.—Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 107-108.§
God Bless You!!!
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