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Lesson – 9 (Qtr -1, 2020) From Contamination to Purification 

Scripture Texts: Daniel 8; 2:38; Gen. 11:4; Lev. 16; Hebrews 9:23-28; 10:1-4,11,15- 18.
Introduction:- The vision recorded in Daniel 8 was given to Daniel in the third year of Belshazzar’s reign which would be 548/547 B.C. This vision relates to the visions of Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 and the focus in Daniel 8 is on the Sanctuary. What we know about the sanctuary comes from our understanding of the earthly sanctuary, the church in the wilderness; but, we believe this prophecy is talking about the heavenly sanctuary. 
From our study as we assume that Daniel 8 and Daniel 7 are closely parallel, so that will suggest that the purification of the heavenly sanctuary as seen in Daniel 8 corresponds to the judgment scene in Daniel 7. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A. The four winds. Daniel 8:1-8, 15-22. 
This chapter is filled with symbolism that is used. It involves a Ram and a Goat. Those are the two animals used in the ceremonies on the Day of Atonement described in Leviticus 16. The details of  these visions are important. 
· There are only two other moments when the ram and the male goat are mentioned together:

· The consecration of the sanctuary (Numbers 7).
· The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16).

· The ram was sacrificed before the male goat in both cases.

· In this vision, the movements are described in relation to the cardinal points.

· Persia (current Iran) conquered from east to west (Europe). 
· History records that Alexander the Great conquered much of the civilized world in a very short period of time. Then, he died, and his very young son was murdered; the kingdom was divided between his four generals, each taking a portion. 
· Alexander the Great came from the west (Greece).

· When Alexander died, his generals spread over the four cardinal points (winds).

B. Out of one of them… Daniel 8:9, 23.
Question:- What do we know about the little horns found in Daniel 7 and Daniel 8? Should they be considered as referring to the same power? 
· Verses 8 and 9 may seem ambiguous in some translations about where this little horn comes from, either from one of the four horns or from one of the four winds. However, the original Hebrew text is very clear about this.

· Let’s analyze the original words:

· Horns – kehren => feminine.

· Winds – ruhot => feminine.

· Heaven – hassamaoyim => masculine, plural.

· One – ahat => feminine.

· Them – mehem => masculine, plural.

· The grammatical gender of “horns” (f) and “winds” (f) match the one of “one” (f). However, “them” (m) can only match “heaven” (m, the Hebrew word here is plural). Therefore, this section should be read like this:

· “Out of one” (f) ( the four winds (f).

· “of them” (m, p) ( of heaven (m, p).

· The power represented by the little horn is parallel to the fourth beast in Daniel 7. 
“This little horn represents Rome in both its phases, pagan and papal. Daniel saw Rome first in its pagan, imperial phase, warring against the Jewish people and the early Christians, and then in its papal phase, continuing down to our own day and into the future.”—The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 841. 
History confirms that, as stated in Daniel 8:9, the Roman Empire expanded greatly to the east, to the south, and toward the “Glorious Land,” that is, Palestine. 
· It didn’t come from one of the four kingdoms (horns) after Alexander the Great, but after their reign (Daniel 8:22-23) from the west (one of the four winds).

· The Roman empire emerged in that moment. They conquered the whole Greek empire.

· The evolution of the Roman empire as a religious power coincides with the “little horn” in Daniel 7.

C. The sanctuary is attacked. Daniel 8:10-12, 24-25.
Daniel 8:11 talks about the daily sacrifice. This earthly type represented Christ’s intercessory ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. The Roman Catholic Church claims that they have exchanged this intercession of Christ to the intercession of priests. 
· Rome attacked Jesus (the prince), ended the sacrifice rites (the daily sacrifices) and destroyed the temple in Jerusalem (the sanctuary).

· However, the events in this chapter extend until the End Time (v. 17, 19). Since there are no more powers after the little horn, these verses must have a wider meaning.
· What do you think the Old Testament sanctuary and its services were intended to teach the people of that day? Why did God think it was important to talk about the three areas of the temple: The courtyard, the holy place, and the most holy place? 
· What took place in the courtyard represents the removal of guilt and sin from the sinner’s life. The work in the “holy place” represents God’s way of dealing with sin’s power. And, finally, the work in the “most holy place” deals with sin’s responsibility. 
· Papal Rome attacked the sanctuary. Not the earthly one that was already destroyed, but the heavenly one that Paul mentioned in Hebrews 9.

· The host and the stars (v. 10): They represent the people of God who are citizens of heaven (Exodus 12:41; Daniel 12:3; Philippians 3:20).
· The persecution (v. 24): It’s the 1,260-year period in Daniel 7:25.

· Jesus is attacked (v. 11, 25): He’s replaced by a human vicar on earth.

· The “daily sacrificed” is taken away (v. 11): The intercession of Jesus as the High Priest of the Heavenly Sanctuary is replaced by the intercession of men and saints.

· Finally, truth is cast down to the ground (v. 12): False doctrines are taught, and the Bible’s authority is replaced by tradition. 
· Question: Where is the holy place that is mentioned in this verse located? 
· When comparing Daniel 7:9- 14, we discover that the judgment is taking place in the sanctuary in heaven. Thus, we conclude that Daniel 8 is also talking about the sanctuary in heaven. 
D. The sanctuary is purified. Daniel 8:13-14, 26-27.

· How?

· The sanctuary (the temple) was rebuilt in the time of the Persian empire (the ram). It was attacked since then, especially during the Greek empire (male goat). 
· In the earthly sanctuary on the Day of Atonement, the sins of the Hebrew people that had been, in symbol, taken to the sanctuary each day, were carried by the high priest out of the most holy place and placed on the head of the scapegoat. That animal was then led far into the desert to die. In effect, that represented the elimination of sins from the camp. 
· Imperial Rome (the little horn) destroyed it for good.

· The attack to the sanctuary didn’t finish then. Papal Rome (the second phase of the little horn) increased their attack to the Heavenly Sanctuary.

· So the moment to purify the sanctuary finally came. This was symbolized by the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16).
· In the symbolism of the ancient Jewish tabernacle service, sins were transferred from: (1) the sinner, (2) to the lamb, (3) to the priest, (4) to the tabernacle, and then (5) on the Day of Atonement back onto the priest, and (6) onto the scapegoat which was led away into the wilderness. Thus, the sins were symbolically removed from the people of Israel forever. What has God said through the New Testament book of Hebrews about this process? See Hebrews 10:1-4,11,15-18. The Old Testament system was never the final answer to the sin problem. 
· The record of our sins is not removed until our life is judged during the cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary (Leviticus 16:30).

· Thanks to the sacrifice and intercession of Jesus, we’ll be declared innocent in the Judgement. Remember that according to Daniel 7:26-27, the purpose of the judgement is to give the Kingdom to the saints.

· When?

· The purification process would begin before the end, because the destruction of the “little horn” would depend on the decision made at the Judgement (i.e. the cleansing of the Sanctuary).

· 2,300 days are a little more than 6 years. That’s too short for all the historical events mentioned in this chapter. Therefore, we must apply the year-day principle.

· The 2,300-year period began with Artaxerxes’ decree. He was the Persian king who sent Ezra to Jerusalem (as explained in Daniel 9:25).

· The cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary began in 1844 AD, soon after the oppression of the little horn that took place between 538 AD and 1798 AD. 
God Bless You!!!
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