Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 2, June 2, 2018) End – Time Deceptions                           GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 2, 2018) 

Scriptures Text: Rev. 2:13,24;12:9;13:1-17; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; Psalm 146:4; Gen 1:1-2:3.
Introduction: - God is truth and His word is Truth, (John 14:16) and all about His kingdom is truth. So, in order to misrepresent God and oppose God in every way possible, Satan has become the master of deception. That practice of deception did not begin on this earth; it began in heaven. 

Ellen G. White points out this in her book ‘The Great Controversy’ saying, “Leaving his place in the immediate presence of God, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent among the angels. Working with mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealing his real purpose under an appearance of reverence for God, he endeavored to excite dissatisfaction concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings, intimating that they imposed an unnecessary restraint. Since their natures were holy, he urged that the angels should obey the dictates of their own will. He sought to create sympathy for himself by representing that God had dealt unjustly with him in bestowing supreme honor upon Christ. He claimed that in aspiring to greater power and honor he was not aiming at self-exaltation, but was seeking to secure liberty for all the inhabitants of heaven, that by this means they might attain to a higher state of existence.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 495.2. 
This lesson will focus on the fact that the truth is not with Satan and that he is preparing for deceptions for the End – Time. Let us dive into our lesson and learn about his deceptions! 

A  The enemy:
As soon as cast down to this earth, (Revelation 12:9) Satan immediately set about to deceive human beings. He was successful with Eve and Adam and with every human being that has lived since their time except Jesus. Satan has only become better at his deceptions. 

Matthew 24:5,11,23-24: 5 “Many men, claiming to speak for me, will come and say, ‘I am the Messiah!’and they will deceive many people.... 11 “Then many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.... 23 “Then, if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or ‘There he is!’—do not believe it. 24For false Messiahs and false prophets will appear; they will perform great miracles and wonders in order to deceive even God’s chosen people, if possible.”—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation* (2nd ed., Matthew 24:5,11,23-24). New York: American Bible Society. 
· A real being. Ezekiel 28:12-19.

· Satan has made an effort to slip by unseen. He’s tried to make everyone believe that he doesn’t actually exist.

· Maybe this is the greatest deception the father of lies has conceived. We wouldn’t be prepared to counter the attacks of a “roaring lion” if we believed he doesn’t exist.
· What evidence is there from Scripture that Satan is real? Job 1-2; Zechariah 3:1-5; Matthew 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Revelation 2:13,24; 12:3,7-9,12,17; 13:2; 20:2,7,10.
· The great deceiver.

· The main work of Satan before being destroyed (Revelation 20:10) is deception. 
· He works through any human being who is willing to be used and who claims that s/he is a “prophet” or even “christ” even though, in reality, s/he is a false prophet or false christ! But, the truth is, Satan has been thrown out of heaven along with all his supporters. 
· Read Genesis 3:13; 2 Corinthians 11:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10; 1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 12:9; Revelation 20:8.

B  His deceptions:
There are two major deceptions that Satan has promoted since his first encounters with the human race. One is the idea that we do not die because of sin (Genesis 3:1-4) and, based on that, the teaching of the immortality of the soul. To get us to ignore the story of creation, Satan has instituted Sunday sacredness which turns us away from observing the seventh-day. 
· Mortal or immortal?

· The Bible explains the state of the dead very clearly (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6). However, many Christians believe that the soul keeps living after death. They are accepting the lie of the enemy.
· One of the great recent expansions on Satan’s lies are teachings about near-death experiences (NDEs). Hundreds of examples of people who have had their heart stop and their breathing stop but then who have been resuscitated through the efforts of hard-working medical teams, tell of experiences such as floating in the air above their beds or perhaps even seeing someone–maybe even Jesus Himself or some relative who has passed on–welcoming them into the next world. Where do these ideas come from? There is considerable evidence that these thoughts happen as the level of oxygen in the brain deteriorates. The brain is inclined to think crazy things under those circumstances. But, we know that all such experiences are directly opposed to the truth as taught in Scripture. 
· This lie has been spread by movies, books and spiritualist phenomena. But there are no “ghosts” that talk about sin, the need of salvation in Christ and the coming judgment.

· The truth from the Bible is that the believers will become immortal only at the Second Coming (1 Corinthians 15:53). Meanwhile, every soul is mortal (Ezekiel 8:4)
· Created or evolved?
Another great deception which Satan has foisted on the world in recent centuries is the idea of evolution. It was difficult for Satan to try to convince people that God was not the Creator–and therefore, that the Sabbath did not need to be celebrated because of that event– until someone came up with the idea that there might be another possible explanation for origins. Thus, Darwinian evolution has swept through the scientific world. 
· The story of Creation is found in Genesis 1-3 in the Bible: 
(1) God created this world in a methodical way. He left no room for chance (1:4, 7).
(2) All animal and plant species were created “according to their kinds”. None evolved from another one (1:11, 21, 24)
(3) Man and woman were a special creation. They were created as adults and with reason. They didn’t evolve from a primate (1:27; 2:7, 20, 22)
(4) Evolution requires death, but death is an aftermath of sin. No animal had to die for man to exist (3:19)

· If we don’t believe the story of Creation, we’re denying the inspiration of the Bible and our need for a Savior. If death was not the result of sin, why would Jesus’ salvation be necessary?

C  His pretension:
Does Satan has a counterfeit trinity? 

Satan’s trinity is the father of lies, (John 8:44) the son of perdition, (2 Thessalonians 2:3) and the evil spirit! (Acts 19:15-16) 

So, we have seen that Satan has promulgated his deceptions through teaching: 1) The immortality of the soul leading to the awful doctrine of an eternally-burning hell, 2) Sunday sacredness leading to the theory of evolution and the rejection of a six-day creation week celebrated by the seventh-day Sabbath, and 3) Follows up these deceptions with false christs and false prophets. 
· A counterfeit trinity.

· The dragon: the father. He has power and gives it to the son (Revelation 13:2)
· The beast out of the sea: the son. His ministry lasts for three and a half years (Revelation 13:5). He is fatally wounded, but he revives (Revelation 13:3)

· The beast from the earth: the spirit. His goal is to lead to the son (Revelation 13:12). He does great signs and can make fire come down as at Pentecost (Revelation 13:13)
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